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PREFATORY LETTER, 

FaOM THE 

BEVEREND DOCTOR DRIASDUST OF YORK, 

TO 

CAPTAIN CLUTTERBUCK, RESIDING AT FAIRY- 
LODOE, NEAR KENNAQUUAIR, N. B. 



VSBT WORTHY AND DEAR SlB^ 

To your last letter I might have answer- 
ed, with the classic, *^ Hand equidem iu" 
video, miror magis.** For though my con* 
verse, from infancy, has been with things 
of antiquity, yet I love not ghosts or 
spectres to be commentators thereon ; and 
truly your account of your conversation 
with our great parent, in the crypt, or most 
intimate recess of the publishers at Edin- 
burgh, had upon me much the effect of 
VOL, I. a 



ii PEEFATORY LETTER. 

the apparition of Hector's phantom to the 
hero of the Mneid — 



" Obstupui, Bteteruntque comce." 



And, as I said above, 1 repeat that 1 
wondered at the Vision, without envy- 
ing you the pleasure of seeing our great 
progenitor. But it seems that he is now 
permitted to shew himself to his family 
more freely than formerly ; or that the 
old gentleman is turned somewhat garru- 
lous in these latter days ; or, in short, not 
to exhaust your patience with conjectures 
jof the cause, 1 also have seen the Vision 
of the Author of Wavcrley. I do not 
mean to take any undue st^te on myself, 
>vhen I observe, that this interview was 
marked with circumstances in some de- 
gree more formally complaisant than those 
which attended your meeting with him 
In our worthy publisher's ; for yours had 
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PEEFATOBY LETTEB. lU 

the appearance of a fortuitous rencontre, 
whereas mine was preceded by the com- 
munication of a large roU of papers, con- 
taining a new history, called Fevebil 
OP the Peak. 

I no sooner found that this manuscript 
Consi3tea of a narrative^ running to the 
length of perhaps three hundred and 
thirty pages in each volume, or there- 
abouts, than it* instantly occurred to me 
from whom this boon came ; and having 
set myself to peruse the written sheets, I 
began to entertain strong expectations 
that I might, peradventure, next see the 
author himself. 

Again, it seems to me a marked eircum^ 
stance, that whereas an inner apartment 
of Mr Constable's shop was thought a 
place of sufficient solemnity for your au** 
dience, our venerable senior was pleased 
to afford mine in the recesses of my own 
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wlthotifr thfe <*aiite of ititerrUption. i 
tnnst abo temark; that tfie ftfatur eis, Ibrm, 
and dressof the:E!Wbfo»,as you Well teritt 
the apparition of oUr parent, seethed to ine 
Tiiore precisely distiiict than was voudi- 
irfed toN^olt oil the' f6iteier becalm. Of 
iihis hereafter; but Heav'ett fbrbid I ^ould 
gloi^ or'iset tip atxy claim of stiperiorlty 
dver the other deseendiints of our xiOm- 
inbn parent, from such decided ttiat'k^ d? 
his preference — Lau^ propria sordet I 
lihi well satisfied' that the hotiouir was b^ 
stbwn not on my pierson, but my eloth— 
that the preference did not' elevate Jona& 
Driasdust over Cltitterbuck, but the Doc- 
tor of Divinity over the Captain . Cedant 
arma tdgit — a maxim never to be foi^ot- 
ten iat any time, but especially to be rfe- 
membered wbeti the soldier is upon balf- 
ptiy. ,  "  • 



ir )But I b€)think me tl^it I .am keeping 
^ou dl this while iu the porch, and wea- 
rying you with long inductions, when you 
twould have meprqperare m medium rem. 
As you will, it shall be done; for as his 
jGrraoe i» wont, to say of me wittily, '^ No 
^>an teffi^ a story so well as J)x Driaqdust, 
rwMen. he has. once got up to the starting- 
i'pmtJ-'-r^oco^fi hoc. 3ut to continue. 
. ( . J had skimmed, the cream of the narra- 
tive: which I had received abput a week 
jsmee,^ and that with no small post a^fl 
pWQ,; fcir.the hand of our parent is l]jecoiQe 
jso small 4n4 ^o crabbed,, th^t ]( was objir 
•ged to use strpng. magnifiers* Feeling 
.my eyes a little exhausted tow;ards the 
^ose of the second volume, I leaned back 
iiia my easy chair, and began to consider 
whether several of the ol^ectiqns whifh 
Mye.been particularly urged against our 
father and patron, might not be considei;ed 
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as applying, in an especial manner, to the 
papers I had perused. " Here are fig- 
Hcients enough,** said I to myself, " to con- 
fuse the march of a whole history--^n- 
adironisms enough to overset all chrono- 
logy ! The old gentleman hath broken all 
ibounds — ahtit^-^vasit — erwpitr 
' As these thoughts passed through my 
mind, I fell into a fit of musing, which 
is not uncommon with me after dinner, 
when I am altogether alone, or have no one 
with me but my curate. I was awake, 
however ; for I remember seeing, in the 
ambers of the fire, a representation of a 
mitre, with the towers of a cathedral in 
the back-ground ; moreover, 1 recollect 
gazing for a certain time on the comely 
countenance of Dr Whiterose, my uncle 
by the mother's side — the same who is 
mentioned in The Heart of Mid-Lo- 
thian — whose portrait, graceful in wig 
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and canonicals, hangs above my mantle- 
piece. Farther, 1 remember marking the 
flowers in the frame of carved oak, and 
casting my eye on the pistols which hang 
beneath, being the fire-arms with whidi, 
in the eventful year 1746, my uncle meant 
to have espoused the cause of Prince 
Charles Edward ; for, indeed, so little did 
he esteem personal safety, in comparison 
of steady high-church principle, that he 
waited but the news of the Adventurer's 
reaching London to hasten to join his 
standard. 

Such a doze as I then enjoyed, I find 
compatible with indulging the best and 
deepest cogitations which at any time 
arise in my mind. I chew the cud of 
sweet and bitter fancy, in a state betwixt 
sleeping and waking, which I consider 
as so highly favourable to philosophy, 
that I have no doubt some of its most 



disli»guished fsy$tetAn bav^ Ibeeti- oom^ 
posed tmder' its^ ^inflti^nieey ^ ^iM^^sevvant 
is^ tWf^^tire»>iticrtlHic|ed> to treadraitf i£xi^ 
CM d(|it4i^^fi&y iddoi4iii)g^ we earefibUy 
eiledM-Atid^l^appliiOiees^useft to prevtot 

« UbcHrioiis imMi ^Myi^nlums^^kii tUi 
|Martleul0ri is^ 6(^ if(;^li}imwtii^th^tiiAiB 
vtfty^ kb<ld4)by^, <»ros$ tb€( Bliey: on tip« 
toe, beti¥ixt the hoilr&of fdurandxft^et 
Mycell ifirthe ^ety^dwefiiRg of MorpkeMt 
There ifr indeed a bawlii^ knave' o£ a 
%Mi6h^^tnat}i'^iM»>i^$*-^^ttt Uik ii niel- 
li fo? the Qudrter^Sei^iofia. ti >}.i>W/ ) 7 
^ ^ As my head sunk ;back> upon the eas;^* 
ekair^ ^ in the phik)sqphical »iood which> I 
Itare j^st ^^scribed^iand tbcr eyes c£ tny 
body began to close, in ordi^r,' doubtless, 
that those of my understandilig^might be 
the more widely opened, I was startled 



BRET ATOVrYi LiBrTKfidU W 

bgrro knMk at- the door^ x>f a kind* moire 
autbwit^ftit^ely.bwteroiui/.thaa.iA givei^ 
a^ftliai/faour' jbyr 4i^j) visitor/ acquaint^ 
vfUdi rajTy habito*;: * Ii fltartod up in. my; ;$ea^ 
and .iiff^rdi tflm atap^ io£\ t»y « senrvan tiuinffi* 
i^aloti^ tke^f$mtgpi(o]i(fwed\biyi aivaff|r 
lttaf0ir^aiid 'teMaiumd pAaeirivJlid] $h06k 

DiBiineivr a^ifeirdyblyi tp ame»t my lattmif 
tifiiaM A:;Mraii^r^ wv jo^t iatriv^d from 
JBdtbbui^ by the Norithi.Mailji deairesto 
spcakoiuth yoMdrlIleye^^nc^/^ ( fiuch. wera 
Aeii\C0ida.w)ithiWbich Jacob threw? the 
^MMt t0 ibfi wall-; a^d . tha >startled tooa 
jin which he pnoiM>uncedtheni|, although 
tbera )wast i nothing particular. ^ in tbei an- 
JtuDCiatiQnJltaelf^ piepar/ed;ine for.theiaf>« 
proaoh 0(9^ Yiiitcuri of junoomnaon digniity 
and importance. ... 
. TheiAuthcar of. Wav^rley entered^ a 
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bulky and tall man, in a travelling great- 
coat, which covered a suit of snufi-brown, 
cut in imitation of that worn by the 
great Rambler. His flapped hat, for he 
disdained the modem frivolities of a tra- 
velling-cap, was bound over his head with 
a large silk handkerchief, so as to pro- 
tect his ears from cold at once, and from 
the babble of his pleasant companions in 
the public coach from which he had just 
ftlighted. There was somewhat of a sar- 
castic shrewdness and sense, which sate 
<m the heavy penthouse of his shaggy 
grey eyebrow — his feattures were in other 
respects largely shaped, and rather heavy, 
than promising wit or genius; but he 
bad a notable projection of the nose, si- 
milar to that line of the Latin poet, — 

— *' immodicum surgit pro cuspide rostrum/' 
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A stout walking-stick stayed his hand 
«*-^ double Barcelona protected his neck 
—-his belly was something prominent, 
^^ but that's not much/'--*his breeches 
were substantial thickset — and a pair of 
top-bootS| which were slipped down to 
ease his sturdy calves, did not conceal his 
comfortable travelling stockings of lambs 
vroeif wrought, not on the loom, but on 
the wires, and after the venerable ancient 
fashion, known in Scotland by the name 
ct fidge^nd^urraw. His age seemed to 
be considerably above fifty, but could not 
-amount to threescore, which I observed 
with pleasure, trusting there may be a 
good deal of work had out of him yet ; 
especially as a general haleness of ap^ 
•pearance— -the compass and strength of 
his voice — the steadiness of his step — the 
rotundity of his calf— the depth of his 



hem, and rther^cmorou^ caaopbtsboof fli($ 
isneezei' were idl 3igm of a.constituticBi 
^tmilt for permanence. ' * > t hmm 

It s^uck me ibiieibly^ r as I gasied ron 
tlmi portlj^i person^ that be ■, roalizsedi \ kk 
my ims^inatioi)^' tbe.StaUtiGeQtlenmoi jiii 
No, II., who afforded such subject pf^m^ 
rying speculation to ..^ur.i i^ost !aix)^Ming 
and . elegant UtopiaiiL • < trffrell^i ? M^ater 
Geoffrey Crayon^ Indeed* but .for roa^ 
little trait in the conduct of: the m^ 
Stout €ientlenian-^I mean t^e galUntrur 
tQwarda biSiland^dy> a thingiv^bich Wi9u)d 
.greatly derogate from our Senioxf a, x^titp. 
racter-^I should be. disposed to iPonQlud(e 
that Maater Crayon had, on that mei:n^ 
rable occasion^ actually passed his t^m^ >u 
the. vicinity of the Authoi; of Waverley> 
But our worthy patdaix^h, be it ;^kw 
to. his praise, &nfrom cultivating tbe i^ 

8 
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^tfof^tiht^Mr Bexi seem^^ In avoiding 
tti6 «Mamerce of womankind/ rather to 
imitate the humour of out friend and reli^ 
tionf/ Master Jonath^in' Oldbuek, b» I wad 
hd to oonjecture, from a circurndtane^ 
wbiehf occatr^d immediate^ aft» his en^ 
trtriee; '^i-^'^ »'- • " '^'^ '^^ -■ •-* ^ • ''■ 
M'^^Havfen^ Mknowledged- hils presence 
with fitting th^tik»«tnd ^dt^hittonfr, I 
ftcfptm^ td iiiy Venterated visitor, is th^ 
i^^fireshtAeht best suited '• t& the hour of 
the dny^ to summon toy cousin and hou^^ 
kfefeperi' Miss Catharine Whiterose, ivitA 
dMf tea^tjuipage; bttt he i^ejected my pro- 
pOl^l with > disdain, worthy of the Laird 
i^f^Mohkbiiras. ** Ko sc?andal.brath,'^ he 
di:elaimed ; *^ no urtidea'd woman's chat- 
ter for me. Fill the frothed tatikard^— 
slictB the fetted tump— I dedre no society 
but yours, and no refreshment but what 
the cask and the gridiron can supply »'" 



4. 
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The beef-steak, and toa^t and tiankard^ 
were speedily got ready; and whether 
an apparition, or a bodily presentation, 
my visitor displayed dexterity as ^ trench-* 
er-man, whi^h might have attracted the 
envy of a hungry hunter, after a fox* 
chase of forty miles. Neither did he 
fail to make some deep and solemn ap- 
peals, not only to the tankard aforei^id^ 
but to two decanters of London parti- 
cular Madeira and old Port ; the first of 
which I had extracted from its ripening 
place of depositation, within reach of the 
genial warmth of the oven ; the other, froiii 
a deep crypt in mine own ancient cellar, 
which whilome may have held the vin<p 
tages of the victors of the world, the 
. arch being composed of Roman brick. I 
could not help admiring and congratu- 
lating the old gentleman upon the vigor- 
ous appetite which he displayed for the 

11 
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genial cheer of old England ^* Sir,'' was 
his reply, *^ I must eat as an English- 
man, to qualify myself for taking my 
place at one of the most select compa- 
nies of right English spirits, which ever 
girdled in, and hewed asunder, a moun. 
tainous sirloin, and a generous plumb* 
pudding." 

I inquired, but with all deference and 
modesty, whither he was boimd, and to 
what distinguished society he applied a 
description so general. I shall proceed, 
in humble imitation of your example, to 
give the subsequent dialogue in a dra- 
matic form, unless when description be- 
comes necessary. 

Author ofWaverley. To whom should 
I apply such a description, save to the 
only Society to whom it can be thorough- 
ly applicable— those unerring judges of 
old books and old wine— the Roxburghe 
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Club of London ? Have you not heard 
that I have been chosen a member of 
that Society of select Bibliomaniacs ? 
- Uriasdust {Rummaging in his pocket) 
I did hear something of it from Captain 
Clutterbuck, who wrote to me — ay^ here 
is his letter — ^that such a report was cur- 
rent among the Scottish antiquaries, who 
were much alarmed lest you should be 
seduced into the heresy of preferring 
English beef to seven-year-old black-faced 
mutton. Maraschino to whisky, and tur* 
tie soup to cock-a-leekie ; in which case, 
they must needs renounce you as a lost 
man. — " But,*' adds our friend — his hand 
is rather of a military description — ^better 
used to handle the sword than the pen 
~^" Our friend is so much upon the 
-SHU N — the shun, I think it is — that 
it will be no light temptation which will 
withdraw him from his incognito*" 



^0Mb!tyi but ithU AS |i p^w^prftil ^ff^e^rto 
hoh jWiRob iwth (the jlw$k^ ^f tbe ^UenaTy 

MB4fim Mgvtn, jir^vd ^ Abe tdimix;*! 
IMbdin^-to share 4hMe'|irp£pua4(^kpit66 
whicb stomp aoeurately on each ^' small 
▼blume^ datk ivith tamidied gold^** its 
etiUa»'4Mt of B. S^jbaitof A. iU^^olmist 
.^i& iiUMWrtblmbmOiy of CaftUin, ViMer- 
iff) iPytisdni tod'tii,e<](t^ lalfl»ers qf that 
gftat iirt,'^iwhi<eh h$B made tfU^ and emfh 
.Qfii9^l#h6t'Weare. Tl^se, mj igmBVif 
wt iiemptati<»is» to vrbioh yw •see mfi 
now m i^ .^t of resigning thut quiet 
^imieiey-cosner of life^ m whicbr uo- 
Jmowing and ru«liiiK^>vnrn^eava 4)y in^^ 
of theihopefW ifenfily tt>'.wl$«h ^ ^la^ 
{given birth^t-f^ Jaad {^T^posed -to M^ar fOi^t 
the oifid of Vtk^ ^vena^g fgrpy . 
yo«4. )ii^ lb ' 
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'^•^ > 'Stf^ sayittg, om Tenenble ^ frkn* took 
"^Mnctber emphlitie touch of the tankard^ as 
if ttievefry expresidon had Suggested thM 
< i^dfic : remedy^ against ihe> ev3s^ "c&lSSe 
^i^eeomm^fided in the cdehnlMl Ks|>on8e 
^ef Johnson'^ adchoxitftM^ 

, /' C«B% lllty lacfj and drink some beer." 

^^riiWben he had 'placied on the table the 

silfv^r tankard^ and fetched* a < deep: s^ 

to collect the respiration which th6 long 

draught had interrupted, I could not help 

echoing it, in a note so patheticully ebm- 

passionate, that he fixed his eyes on me 

"^th surprise. '* How is this ?'' sud he, 

^ somewhat angrUy ; ^^ do you, the crea- 

^ture of my wiU, gmdge me my prefer- 

*'ment? Ifoye I dedicated to you, and 

^your fellows^ the best hours of my life for 

these sev^ft years* past; ^ and do you pite- 

sume to grumble or repine, because, in 
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those which are to comei I seek for .4ome 
enjoyment of life in societj so congenial 
to my pursuits ?" I humUed mysdf be- 
fore the (tended Senicn'i^.and profesi^ 
my innocence in all that could possibly 
give him displeasure. He seemed partly 
appeased, but still bent on me an eye of 
some suspicion, while he questioned me 
in the words of old.Noiton, in iJbe ballad 
of the ^ Rising in the North Country.'' 



I . 



Author, What wouldst thou have^ Francis Norton ? 

Hiou «rt my ytmngest son and heii^ ; 
Something lief brooding at thy heartr— . ^ ^ 

Whate'er it be^ to me declare. 



I 



jDriaeduat Craving, then^ your pater- 
nal forgiveness for my presumptioDy. I 
only sighed at the possibility of your 
venturing yourself amongst a body of 
critics, to whom, in the capacity of skil- 
&il antiquaries, the investigation of truth 
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X 
/ 

icf aA ^speckidttty, ^nd^homay ihet^ 
fore idsit with tibe more severe censure 
l^se aberrations, which it is m often your 
pleasure to make from the path of true 
history. 

Author. I understand yoa. You mean 
to say these learned persons will have biA 
little tol^^tion for a romanoe, or a ficti- 
lious narrative, founded upon history ? 

Driasdust W4iy, «ir, I do rather ap- 
prehend, that their respect for the found- 
- ation will be such, that they may be apt 
to quarrel with the inconsistent nature of 
the superstructure ; just as every classical 
traveUef pours forth expressions ^ sor- 
row and i^ignation, when, in tiavelling 
through Grreece, he chances to see a Tork- 
ish kiosk rising on the ruius of an an- 
cient temple. 
Author. B«rt since we t^nnot rebiadfld 
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the temple, a kiosk may be a pretty thing,^ 
may it not ? Not quite ocnrect in archi- 
tecture^ strictly and classically criticized ; 
but presenting something uncommon to 
the eye, and something fantastic to the 
imi^nation, on which the spectator gazes 
with pleasure of the same descriptions 
which arises from the perusal of an East- 
em tale. 

Driasdust. 1 am unable to dispute with 
you in metaphor, sir ; but I must sa3r, in 
discharge ofmyconscier.ee, that you stands 
much censured for adulterating the pur^ 
sources of historical knowledge. You ap- 
proach them, men say, like the drunken 
yeoman, who, once upon a time, polluted 

« 

the crystal spring which supplied the thirst 
of his family, with a score of sugar loaves 
and a hogshead of rum ; and thereby con- 
verted a simple and wholesome beverage 
into a stupefying, brutefy ing, and intoxi- 
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Citing fltiid ; ' si^reeter, indeed, to the tskste, 
than the natural lyttphi bfit, for that very 
reai^(»i, more seduictiv^l y dangc^roufif. 

Au^or. J aUow yout n^^phor, Doe- 
tor ; but yet, though good punch cannot 
supply the want of spring-water, it isj 
when modestly used, no nudum in ae ; eind 
I should have thought it a shabby thing 
of the parson of the parish, had he helped 
to drink out the well on Saturday night, 
and preached against the honest hospita- 
ble yeoman on Sunday morning. I should 
have answered to him, that the very fla- 
vour of the liquor should have put him 
at once upon his guard ; and that, if he 
had taken a drop over much, he ought to 
blame his own imprudence more than the 
hospitality of his entertainer. 

DriMduet. I profess I do not exactly 
see how this applies. 

Author. No ; you are one of those nu- 
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menous cti(BputaDtp,< whoiWiU nevecfoUow 
tbmr metaphor a step fiurther than i% goes 
their Qwn way«. . I will iexpkdn« , A poor* 
f^UoMT, like; wyselff weaiiy with ransack- 
ing, his Qwn barnen and bounded pnagina^ 
tipn,! rlookfit put fotr someigenec^ fiu^bj^t, 
im the huge and bpundi^as &fi^ o£ bistorjTt , . 
wb^ich hpkU ^rtjh ej^amples of eveiy kindi 
-rrlightis cHji .^ome per^onagQj or sooii^ cma^ 
hiimtioik ^ jcircumstonces, or some stri^.* 
langt^c^manners, whichhe thinks m^yi 
be ^sdfantagjeoudly: used as the, basia of aI 
fi^tit^Hia narralive-4)edizens it with suehf 
coloufingas his akill suggestis^-Mnaments^ 
it withr such romantic dreumstanees as 
may heighten the general efii^t-4nVe8t{8itf 
wjtth «iff)b shades lof cbaraeter, as will heit 
contrast with eachotber^^and thinks, per«^^ 
bapsi he has done some service to the pub- 
lie, if he can present to them a Urely ficti-^ 



titnAp\«t»W, folf ^Mdv die evlg^^ Miec- 

t^ preiis info tAsi s&fifice, only fuiliished a 
^fgbf likef^h. N^yiv I eaMnot perceive the 
^b€€^t- hHrttt in thisl The store» of bis> 
tc*y a*e tfecessible to every one t ^nd are 
nd ihcrfe exhausted dr im|]iDV€hrished by 
the hittf S thif s bon^6#ed from them, than 
the fitovt^in is driStted by the Wtftef Which 
we? subtr&et for dd*tfestte ptttpa^es. And 
ifl i^feplj^ tb the febet chai^gfe of falsehoofd, 
agaJftst « hat'r^tivfcr aitaiotrAfeed positively 
to be fictiticrti^, btte cgtt bnly reply, by 
Prioifs eKdbnhaEtion^ 

'^ Odzooks^ must one swear to the truth of a soi^?" 

Dfik^Ust. l^ay; butlfeatt-M^ that you 
ai^e here eluding the chjtfge. Men do not 
Sertoli fly decuse you (rf* liiisi»epli?senting 
histtejr 5 dthoUgli I assure you I hate Seert 

IS 
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seme grav^ tneatigea, in whick it was 
tboaght necessary to ooniradiet yoov as^ 
sertions. 

Author. That certainly tvas to point a 
discharge of artillery against a wreath of 
morning mist^ 

Driiudust But besides^ and especially, 
it is said that you are in danger of causing 
history to be neglected — ^readers being 
contented with such frothy and superficial 
knowledge, as they acquire from your 
WorkS/ to the effect of inducing them to 
neglect the severer and more accurate 
sources of information. 

Author* I deny the consequence. On 
the contrary, I rather hope that I have 
turned the attention of the pubUc on va- 
rious points, which have received elucida- 
tion from writers of more learning and re- 
search, in consequence of my novels ha- 
ving attached some interest to them. I 
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might ^ve instimcesi but I hate Yaiiityk*^ , 
I batet vanity. Theliistory oftbe divinmg 
rod is well known — it is a slight valudessr 
twig in itself, but indicates, by its motion, 
where veins of precious JDbetal areconceal<« 
ed below the earth, which afterwards .en*- 
ric^ the adventurers by whom they are la- 
boiiously and carefully wcought. I ichdmiy 
no more merit for my hisborieal faints; but 

this< is something. .j. ^ 

Driasdmt We severer antiquaries, sir, 
may grant that this is ttue ; to wit, that 
your works may occasionally! I have pat 
men of solid judgment upon resewches* 
which they would not parhaps havfeother<« 
wise thought o£ uikbrtaking^: But thii» 
will leave you iriill accountable for. mis** 
leading the youngs the indolent,* and the 
giddy, by thrusting, into their hands 
works> whicb^ while they have so mudb 
the appearance of conveying information^ 
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aa* may prove perhaps a salve to their con- 
scienoes for employing their leisure in the 
perusal^ yet leave their giddy brains con^ 
tented with the crude, uncertain, and often 
false statements,' which your novdsabound 
with. 

Author. It would be vay unbecoming 
in me, reverend sir, to accuse a gentleman 
of your doth of cant ; but pray is* there 
not something like it in the pathos with 
which you enforce these dangers ? I aver, 
on the contrary, that by introducing; the 
busy and the youthful to *^ truths severe 
in fairy fiction dressed," I am doing a real 
service to the more ingenious and the 
more apt among them; £or the love of 
knowledge wants but a beginning*«^the 
least spark will give fire when the train 
is properly prepared ; and having been 
interested in fictitious adventures, ascri- 
bed to a historical period and charact;ers. 
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tine reftdw b^ns next to be anxious to 
teorn what the facts leaSlj were^ and hofir 
far the novelkt has justiy represented 
them. 

But even where the mind of the mote 
careless reader remains satisfied with the 
light perusal he has afforded to a tale of 
fiction, he will still lay down the book 
with a degree of knowledge, not pertiaps 
of the most accurate kind, but such as he 
might not otherwise have acquired. Nor 
is this limited to minds of a low and in- 
curious descripticm ; but, on the contrary, 
comprehends many persons otherwise of 
high talents, who, nevertheless, either 
from lack of time, or of perseverance, are 
willing to sit down contented with die 
slight information which is acquired in 
such a manner. The great Duke of MarU 
borough, for example, having quoted, in 
conversation, some fact of English histxHry 
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ntfaer imecaratel^^^as nequeited toitame 
Ms authority. ^' Sfaakei^>eare's Hntorictl 
Plays," answered the conqueror of Blexi«- 
heim ; ^ die only English history I ever 
nad in my life." AndahastynooUectioii 
^iU convince any of us iiowmuch better 
we are acquainted with those parts of 
English history whkh that immortal bard 
has dramatized, than with any other por- 
tion of British story. 

Driaadust. And you, worthy sir, are 
ambitious to render a similar service to 
posterity? 

Author. May the smnts forefend I 
rshould be guilty of such junfounded va- 
nity ! I only show what has been done 
when there were giants in the land. We 
pigmies of the ^present day, may at least, 
however, do something; and it is well to 
have a pattern before our eyes, thougti 
that pattern be inimitable. 
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• 

Driaidugt. Well, sir, with me ymi mast 
have your own course ; ' and * for reasonfc 
well known to you, it is impossible fcawk 
to reply to you in argument. But I doubt 
if all' you have said will recondle the ptrb- 
lic to the anachronisms of your pteseilt 
volumes. Here you have- a Countess^ trf 
Derby, fetched out of her cold grave, and 
saddled with a set of adventures dated 
twenty years after her death. ^ 

Author. She may sue me. for damages, 
as in the case Dido versus Virgil. 

Driasdtist. A worse fault is, that your 
manners are even more incorrect than 
usual. Your Puritan is feintly traced, in 
comparison to your Cameronian. 

Author. I agree to the charge ; but al- 
though I still consider hypocrisy and en- 
thusiasm as fit food for ridicule and satire, 
yet I am sensible of the difficulty of hold- 
ing fanaticism up to laughter or abhor- 

10 
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rence^ without using colouring which may 
give o£Pence to the sincerely worthy and 
religious. Many things are lawful which 
we are taught are not convenient ; and 
there are many tones of feeling which are 
too resp^table to be insulted^ though we 
do not altogether sympathize with. them. 

Z)!rttw/2»/!..!Not to mention, my worthy 
sir, that perhaps you may think the sub- 
ject exhausted. . . 

Author. The devil take the men of this 
generation for putting the worst construc- 
tion on their neighbour's conduct ! 

So saying, and flinging a testy sort of 
adieu towards me with his hand, he open- 
ed the door, and ran hastily down stairs. 
I started on my feet, and rang for my 
servant, who instantly came. I demand- 
ed what had become of the stranger — he 
denied that any such had been admitted 
•r-I pointed to the empty decanters, and 
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he^^he-^e^hadtheimsucance to intimate 
Jbbat «ach vacaiiicies wese sometimes made 
mhen I ttad no better company than my 
own. I jdo not know what to make of 
this doubtful matter^ but will certaiidy 
imitote your example, in placing this dia- 
logue, ^ith my present letter, at the head 
of PfrvEEiL OP THE Peak. I am, 

Deaa Sir; 
Very much your faithful and 
obedient servant, 

iONAS DUIASDUST. 



Michaelmas-day, 1822, 

YOKK. 
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CHAPTER I. 

When dvil dudgflon first gnw high. 
And men fell out they knew not why ; 
When foul words, jealousies, and fairs, 
Set folks together by the ears— 

Butler. 

Willi AM, the Conqueror of England^ was, 
or supposed himself to be, the father of a cer- 
tain William Peveril, who attended him to the 
battle of Hastings, and there distinguished him- 
self. The liberal-minded Monarch, who assu- 
med in his charters the veritable title of Ouliel- 
mus Bastardus, was not likely to let his son^s ille- 
gitimacy be any bar to the course of his royal 
favour, when the laws of England were issued 
from the mouth of the Norman victor, and the 
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lands of the Saxons were at his unlimited dispo- 
sal. William Peveril obtained a liberal grant of 
property and lordships inDerbyshire, and became 
the erector of that Gotluc fortress^ whicb» hang- 
ing orer the mouth of the DeviTs Cavern, so' well 
known to tourists, gives the name of Castleton to 
the adjacent village;'^*' ..*..*». 

From this feudal Baron, who diose his nest 
upon the prindpleS'Oa iwhi^h an eagle selects her 
^y^y A^ bi^ilt it in such a fashion as if he had 
intended it, as aurlrisittiiantsatd'of the'Martello 
towers, for the sole purpose dT puzzling poste- 
rity, there was, or 'eoneeived themselves to be, 
descended (for thdr pedigree was rather hypo- 
thetical) an iopulent ,{am\ly> at koigh tly xank^ ii|ii 
the same county of Derby. The great fief of 
Castjietoni -with. its ac^aoent w^tes And forests^c 
and all thu wonders whioh.they^x)atain, had beea 
forfeited: in King John^s stormy days, by one» 
WiUiamiPetcril, and had been gn^^ed anew>ta 
the IiOEdFerrees of that clay. Yet thia William?Sr 
desotndiftits, though no longer possessed of what 
ibty iilkiged lo be tbdr. original property, vevQ 
kil^'dist\i|guiahed 4>y the pioud title 4if P^vecib 
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of the Peak) which served to mark their high de-> 
scent, and lofty pvetenekms. 

In Charier the Second's time, the re^U'esenta-' 
tire of thii^ ancient fkmily ma Sir jGeoflfiney Pe-! 
veril, a man who had many of the oiJdifMnyjit-M 
tributes of an old^asbipned couotf^ geatlemini,^ 
and very few individual traits to distinguish him: 
from the general portrait of that worthy elaaa- of 
mankinds He wasiproud of smaH advantages,, 
angry at small diitappcwUacn(B,inda|iabk(offbrBi-' 
ing any resdnUon^oropisiioii ilbstFacted from his* 
own prejudices*— he was proud of his hsrth, iavi^ 
in his housekeeping, ^coniimaLwithr hiaikindred 
and ac()uaintanoes,' who would allow his supem»i^ 
rity in rank^^-Kxintentbuaand quarr^some witlv^ 
all that crossed hispretensidnBiiN^nd'to thepoorv 
except) wh^i th^ pluodeied bia garae-«»ii( PoyalisK 
in his political opinions, and oaa.wh^v' detested 
alike a Roundhead, a poaoher^and a >Pfesbyte« 
rian. In religion Sii^CreQiTreyAvas^hi^oluirob* 
man, of so exalted a stiiain that mai^ diovigllt ho. 
still nourished in private* the Roman Catholic to^ 
nets, which hi% family had only renouiiped<in> bia 
father's. ttme,» and wtbal ha liad « dii^pensation for 
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colifarmiDg in outwaird observlaiceB to the Pro- 
testant faith. There was at least such a scandal 
amongst the Puritans, and the influence which 
Sir Geoffirey Pereeril certainly appeared to possess 
amongst the CSatholic goatlemen of Derbyshire 
and Cheshk^ seemed to give countenance to tlie 
rumour. 

Sudi was S ir Geofl&ey ,who nnght have passed 
to his gnnre without further distinction than a 
brass-plat^ in the chancel, bad he not lived in 
times which forced the most inactive spirits into 
exertion, as a tempest influences the sluggish wa- 
ters of the deadest mere. When the Civil Wars 
broke out, Peveril of the Peak, proud finom pedi-^ 
gree, and brave by constitution, raised a regiment 
for the King, and diewed upon several occasions 
moTO capadty to command, than men had here- 
tofore given him credit for. 

Even in the midst of die civil turmoil, he fell 
in love With, and married, a beautiful and amiable 
young lady of the noble house of Stanley ; and 
firoi& that time had the more merit in his loyalty, 
as it divorced him from her society, unless at very 
brief intervals, when hbduty permitted an occa- 
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fiooaX visit to bis home* Scorniiog to bo allured 
•from bis military duty by domastic induoeroeiiti> 
Pereiil of (he Peak fougbt on for several rough 
years of mil war, and performed bis part with 
^uiScient gallantryi until bis regiment was au]% 
prised and cut to pieces by Poyntz, Cromwell^s 
^Qtei^rizing and successful general of cavalry. 
iTbe defeated cavalier escaped from the. field ol 
battle, and> like a true descendant of William the 
Conquerori disdaining submission, threw himself 
jato bis own castellated mansioc^bouse, wbich was 
Attacked and defended in a siege of that irregular 
Jkind which caused the destruction of so many 
Jbaromal rendenoes during the course of these 
unhappy wars* Martindale Castle, after having 
suffered severdy from the cannon which Crom- 
well himself brought against it, was at length 
surrendered when at the last extremity. Sir 
ISleaffrey himself became a prisoner, and while 
his liberty was only restored upon a promise of 
remaining a peaceful subject to the Common- 
wealth in future* his former delinquencies!, as 
they were termed by the ruling party, were se- 
verely punished by fine and sequestration. 
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I Bill imfliieflnsfMbed^^rQMiiie^ BtodN^lMr^ 

^farther unj^^asant coiii|equenee$ to hW pa^soii fiir 

tp|iq>(^c«3r,'€0tttd prerentPeYenlof %be F^ak from' 

^Al6g t)ie gaUant £m^ of Derb j Ae n^gbt bitfbit 

-the &tal engag^itteiiC in WiggaiUaii^ whcawdte 

Ead^a foreen were disperaecL; Sir Gaoflfeej'lifii^ 

j|is share in4bat action/ and^escopedirilhtllie re^ 

fiques of the reyalirta after thr/clefeat^ to- join 

tGhaorW II. He Tvitnessed^ i^se the Jiial ^ktetLt 

^ Wditseater^ vhei^ be ¥ritt « 8eoMid')tittir:mri 

^8oner,'aad »» being) m the o|^nioki'*of JOrott- 

'well and the kngnage df the timesy an obiidaate 

foalignant^ »he' was in gneat 4a»gdr Kxf luniag Aai^ 

:red with ^tbe Eari c^JMrby fais^eaMttotion at Boli- 

'^ton-te«Jk[o6r,:.aa he -had partaken' with him the 

-daag^rs of two aeliena; But^ Sir Geclffie^g'life 

iwa$ pri^serred .by the interest of a fnead> who 

'fibs6e(9$ed influent in the- eonncnk of OHr^r.— ^ 

^Thifi was a/Mr Bridgenortb, a gentleman of niid^ 

dlingqaati^^ whose fiEtther b^d^been'SUQcefieful in 

some OKHiim^^ciid lUlrentvre dining Ae p^ucefiil 

-reign of James I. ;• and who had bequeathed his 

•sen: a conaiderafa^ sum ^t money^ in'addttion to 
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the siiuitt pfttrimbfiy winch he inheritdj fit>rii hi^ 
lather.-'" •'•->«' , r/. :..,..■ < i 

> *• The Mbstantilil, thbugh moderate-sized brick 
buildings ot Moultra»bi^ HaU^ wai but twe mil^ 

• • • • 

diBtantt froot rMartindide Castle, and the ' young 
(Biidgetiordi attended the same school' Vtth the 
iieiorof tbe^Pererils;'' A'Sortoif conrpanionship', 
-if not iotimaoy, took ]daee betwixt them, which 
tcontinued duHng their' youthful spoftk-^the ra^ 
;tber that firidgenorth^ though he did notatlieftrt 
:adniit Sir Creofffey'tiGkinvoT superiority to t^e 

•  • • • • • 

•exitent which' the^o^eifa vanity would have ex« 
.acted, paid defeveniQe iA-a reasoaable* 'degree to 
Ihe representative of^ii^faAiily -so inueh more an^ 
•cientaftid important lih An: bis bym, Witbbut ooni 
.beiving ithat he^nt ally renqpeet ' degraded' himself 

•by doing so*' '•'• )"•  '••• ■*'  '  ■• ^ 

Mr'Bridgenorth did' not, howler, cmry his 
•complaiianceaafar asto^embnice'Sir GeofTrey^s 
•side during tiie Civil' Wai*. On the contrary, as 
an active Justioe iof the Peace, he assisted emii 
nently in 4irraying the militia hi the c^iuse of the 
Parliaments and. for lM>me' time held a military 
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cammBApia m Ibat service. This wiui partly ow- 
ing to his reli^ous principles, for he was a zea- 
lous Presbyterian, partly to his political ideas, 
vhipb, without being absolutely democratical, (a- 
Youred the popular aide of the great national 
.question. Besides, he was a monied man, and to 
a certwi extent had a shrewd eye to bb worldly 
interest. He understood how to improve the op- 
portunities which civil war afforded, of advancing 
his fortune, by a dexterou9 use of his capital ; 
and he wa9 not at a loss to perceive that these 
were likely to be obtwi^ by joining the Parlia^ 
ment ; while the King^s cause, as it was managed, 
held out nothing to the wealthy but a course of 
exaction and compulsory loans. For these rea- 
sons, Bridgenorth became a decided Roundhead, 
and all friendly communication betwixt his neigh^ 
faour and him was abruptly broken asunder 
Thb was done with the less acrim(Hiy, that, du- 
ring the Civil War, Sir Gkoffrey was almost con- 
stantly in the field, following the vacillating and 
unhappy fortunes of bis master; while Major 
Bridgenorth, who soon renounced acUve military 
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•crvice, resided chiefly in London, and only oc^ 
casbnally yinted the Hall, for Ibe purpose of 
seeing his wife and iamily. 

Upon these visits he learned, and it was with 
great pleasure he itscmred the intelligence, that 
Lady Peyeril had shewn mudi oocadonal kind- 
ness to Mrs Bridgenorth, and had actually given 
her and her family shelter in Martindale Castle, 
when Moultrassie Hall was threatened with pillage 
by a body of Prince Bupert^s ill-disciplined cava- 
liers. This acquaintance had been matured by 
frequent walks together, which the vicinity of 
their places of residence suffered the Lady Fe- 
veril to arrange with Mrs Bridgenorth, who 
deemed herself much honoured in being thus 
admitted into the society of so dtstiuguished a 
lady. Major Bridgenorth heard of this grow^ 
ing intimacy widi gpreat pleasure, and he deter* 
mined to repay the obligation, as far as he could 
without much hurt to himself, by interfering 
with all his influence, in behalf of her un£brtu* 
nate husband. It was cboefly owing to Major 
Bridgenorth^s mediation, that Sir Gcoflrey's life 

was saved after Worcester battle. He obtained 

1 
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him pertninon to txNnpcHiDd lor his esUte oat 
easier ternv dianinjuiy i4ia fatod been lessobsti^ 
nate in malignancy; and, fioaDy^ when, in onder. 
to raise the iMnc^ to pay the con^poation^ the 
Knight was obliged to sell a<»nsiderable pocuoii 
of his patrimony, Miyor firidg^iarth became thei 
purchaser, aod that ala Imager price'thaa had 
been paid to «iy cavalier nndev sueh eiicmsh 
staoee^, by a member of the Committee £Mr Sev 
questrations^ It is true^ the prudcnt-coinmit^ 
tee^nan did not^ by any memsylose aght of 
his own idtereiit in die transactioo^ &m the price 
was, after alL, very moderate, and Jthe propertji^ 
lay adjacent to Monltrassie Hall, the. value of 
which was at least trebled by the acquisition^ 
But then it was also true, that the unfiNrtunate 
owner must have submitted to miicfa worse .eooh 
ditions, had the oommittee4nan used, as others 
did, the full advantages which his situation gave 
him; and Bridgenorth took credit to himself, 
and received it from others, lor having, on this 
occasion, fsurly sacri6ced bis interest to his libe-> 
rality. 

Sir Geoffrey Pcveril was of the same c^nion,* 

3 
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and ^ mtber that Mi^r Bridgenorth aeeilied 
tO;eiidttre his etidtatk>ii with great moderation^ 
and waB dii^poaed to shew him personally thp 
same deference in tberke of h» fortunes, which 
be bad exhitMted formerly in.lh^'early acquaint* 
apCQ* It 18' but Justice to Major Bridgenorth jtp 
el^rre) that in. ttts .con4uct he 'piid> respect as 
much to the midfbrtunes^as to the pretensions of 
bis far-descended ne^bour, and that, . with the 
^ank generosity .<)f it falUnt En^shman, heeon* 
ceded points c^ ceremoily about Which he hinw 
self was indifferent,' merely because be saw that 
his doing so gave pleasiire :to Sir Greoffiey. 

Feveril of the! Peftk did justice, to his. neighs 
hour s delicaqyV in xxmndteration of which he for- 
got ntimy things. He forgot that Major Bridge-* 
i;iorth Was illready in possession over a fair third 
pf his estate, jaad liadryaHous pecuniary cUums 
afiecting the r^maindar,^ to th^ extent of one*« 
third mpi^« Heendeavoured evetn to forget, whut 
it was still' more diffiejult not to remember, the 
altered situation iilf wl^cb they and their mansions 
now stood, to each. oth^r* . . 

. Before tb^ Civil War, Xhe stiperb battlements 
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and torrets of Martindale Catftie, situated on a 
rock of some eminence, looked down on the ired 
brick-boilt bail, as it stole out firqm the greenf 
jdafitotions, just 9» an oak m Maitinikle Chose 
would have looked btftdeooe of the stunted and 
for mal yottn|( fieed-trees with whiel^ Bridgenortb 
had graced his avenue; but after ^u^e which 
we have commemortled^ tbe enlarged and aogu 
mentedHall was as mudi predominant in the land^. 
scape over the shattered and black^ied ruins of 
tbe Castle, of whidi only one wing was left ha- 
bitable, as the yoothftil beech, in all its vigovr of 
shoot and bud, would shew to the same aged oak 
stripped <^its boughs, and rilled by lightning, one- 
half laid in shivers on the ground, and the other 
remnning a blackened and ungraceful trunk, rent 
and sf^tared, and without ^ther life or leaves. 
Sir Gcoffirey could not but feel, that the mtuation 
and prospects of the two ne^hboun were ex* 
dianged as disadvantageously for himself as the 
appearance of thmr mansions ; and that though 
the authority of the man in office under the Par- 
liament, the sequestrator, and the committee* 
man, had been only CKerted for the protection of 
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th€ cavalier and the maligAaht, they would hare^ 
been as effectual if applied to procure his utter 
ruin ; and that he was become a client, while his 
neighbour was elevated into a patron. 

There were two considerations, besides the ne* 
cesaty of the case ftnd the eonstttfit advice of his 
kdy, which enabled P^veril of the Peak to en- 
dure, with some patience^ this state of degnufak 
tion. The first was, that the politics of Major 
Bridgenorth begim> on many points, to assimi* 
milate themselves to his own. As a Presbyte-^ 
terian, he was not an utter enemy to monarchy, 
and had been coosideraUy shocked at the unex<- 
pected trial, and executkm of the King; as aci-^ 
vilian and a man of property, he feared the do^ 
minaiion of the military ; and though he wished 
not to see Charies restored by force of arms, yet 
he arrived i^ the conclusion, that to bring back 
the heir of the xoyal family on such teitnsof cotti« 
position as might ensure the pit>tection of thostf 
popular immunities and privileges for which dic^ 
Loi^ Parlianmt had at first contended, would be 
the surest and most desirable termination to the 
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mutatkms of state which had agitated Britain. Iii- 
deed5 the Major^'s ideas on this point a{)proached 
so nearly those of his nagbour, thathe hadweii 
nigh suffered Sir Greoffrey, who had a. finger in. 
almost all the ccmspiracies of the Rpyalifll3» to 
involve him in the unfortunate rising of Fenrud-) 
dock and Groves, in the west,,in which many of 
the Presbyterian inteife$t, as' well as the cav^dier) 
party, were engaged. And though his hlibitualr 
prudence eventi^ally kept hiin out of this and 
otherdangers, Majpr Bridgj^north was ccmisidered, ; 
during the last years of Cromw^'^s domination,! 
and the inter-regnum which succeeded, lis a disa£-: 
fected person to the Cootunonweldth, and a £»-; 
Yourer of Charles Stuart. . . • ' j 

\ But besides this approximation to the samef 
political opinions, another bond of intimacy uni- 
ted the families of the Castle and the Hall. Ma- 
jor Bridgenorth, fortunate, and eminently so iili 
all his worldly transactions, was visited by severe: 
and reiterated misfortunes in his family, and 1^ 
came, in this particular, an object of compas- 
sion to his poorer, and more decayed neighbour; 
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Betwixt the breaking out of the Civil War and the 
Restoration, he lost successively a family of no 
less than six children, apparently through a de- 
licacy of constitution which cut off the little prat« 
tiers at the early age when they most wind them- 
selves around the Iieart of the parents. 

In the beginning of the year 16i38, Major 
Bridgenorth was childless ; ere it ended, he had a 
daughter, indeed, but her birth was purchased by 
the death of an ajSectionate wife, whose constitu- 
tion had been exhausted by maternal grief, and by 
the anxious and harrowing reflection, that from 
her the children they had lost derived thatdelicacy 
of health, which proved unable to undergo the tear 
and wear of existence. The same voice which told 
Bridgenorth that he was father of a living child, 
(it was the friendly voice of Lady Peveril,) com- 
municated to him the melancholy intelligence that 
he was no longer a husband. The feelings of Ma- 
jor Bridgenorth were strong and deep, rather than 
hasty and vehement ; and his grief assumed the 
form of a sullen stupor, from which neither the 
friendly remonstrances of Sir Geoffrey, who did 
not fail to be with his neighbour at this distress- 
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ing conjuncture, even though he knew he must 
meet the Presbyterian pastor, nor the ghostlj ex- 
hortations of this latter person, were able to rouse 
the unfortunate widower. 

At length Lady Peveril, with the ready inven^ 
tion of a female sharpened by the sight of dis- 
tress and the feelings of sympathy, tried on the 
sufferer one of those experiments by which grief 
is often awakened from despondency into tears. 
She placed in Bridgenorth^s arms the infant whose 
birth had cost him so dear, and conjured him to 
remember that his Alice was not yet dead, since 
she survived in the helpless child she had left to 
his paternal care. 

** Take her away — ^take her away !^ said the 
unhappy man, and they were the first words he 
had spoken ; ^^ let me not look on her — it is but 
another blossom that has bloomed to fade, and 
the tree that bore it will never flourish more !^ 

He almost threw the child into Lady PeveriPs 
arms, placed his hands before his face, and wept 
aloud. Lady Peveril did not say, " Be comfort- 
ed," but she ventured to promise that the blos- 
som should ripen to fruit. 
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" Never, never r said Bridgenorth ; " take the 
iinhappj child away, and let me only know when 
I shall we^r black for her— Wear black !^ he ex« 
claimed, interrupting himself, ^^ what other co^ 
lour shall I wear during the remainder of mj 
life P^ 

^^ I will take the olnld for a seifeon,^ said Lady 
Peveril, ** since the sight of her is so painful te 
you ; and the little Alice shall sbaiv the nursery 
of our Julian, until it shall be pleasure and tii&t 
pain for you to look oft her.*^ 

^< That hour mil never come,*^ said th^ unhap- 
py father ; ^* her doom is written-— she will follow 
the rest— *>6od^s will be done.— Lady, I thank yoU 
—I trust her to your care ; and I thank God 
that my eye shall not see her dying agonies.*** 

Without detaining the reader's attention long-* 
er on this painful theme, it is enough to say that 
the Lady Peveril did undertake the duties of a 
mother to the little orphan ; and perhaps it was 
owing, in a great measure, to her judicious treat- 
ment of the infant that it's feeble life was preser- 
ved, unce the glimttiering spark might probably 
hAve been altogether smothered, bad it, like the 

IS 
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Maj(M'^« former childreo, undeigoiie the over, 
care and over-Dursing of a mother rendered ner- 
vously cautious and anxious by so many mcces- 
nve losses. ; The lady was the more ready to un- 
dertake ihis charge, that she herself had lost two 
infant children ; and that she attributed the pre- 
servation of the third, now a fine healthy child of 
three years old, to Julianas being subjected to ra- 
iher a Afferent course of diet and treatment than 
was then generally practised. She resolved to fol- 
low the same re^en with the little orphan which 
die had observed in the case of her own boy, and 
it was equally successful. By a more sparing use 
of medicine, by a bolder admission of fresh air, 
by a firm yet cautious attention to encourage ra- 
ther than to supersede the exertions of nature, 
the puny infant, under the care of an excellent 
nurse, gradually improved in strength and in live- 



Sir Geofirey, like most men of his frank and 
good-natured disposition, was naturally fond of 
children, and so much compassionated the sor- 
rows of his neighbour, that he entirely forgot his 
being a Presbyterian, until it became necessary 
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that the infant should be christened by a teacher 
of that persuasion. 

This was a trying case— the father seemed in 
capable of giving direction ^ and that the thresh- 
old of Martindale Castle should be violated by 
the heretical step of a dissenting clergyman, was 
matter of horror to its orthodox owner. He had 
seen the famous Hugh Peters, with a Bible in 
one hand and a pistol in the other, ride in triumph 
through the court-door when Martindale was sur- 
rendered, and the bitterness of that hour had en«- 
tered like iron into his soul. Yet such was Lady 
Peverirs influence over the prejudices of her hus 
band, that tie was induced to connive at the ce- 
remony taking place in a remote garden-house, 
which was not properly within the precincts of the 
Castle-wall. The lady even dared to be present 
while the ceremony was performed by the reve^ 
rend Master Solsgrace, who had once preached a 
sermon of three hours length before the House 
of Commons, upon a thanksgiving occasion after 
the relief of Exeter. Sir Geoffrey Peveril took 
care to be absent the whole day from the Castle, 
and it was only from the great interest which he 
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took in the urashing, per fuming, and as it were 
purification of the summer-house, that it eouU 
have been guessed he knew any thing of what 
hiad taken place in it 

But, whatevei* prejudices th^ good I^nijg^ 
might entertain against his neighbour's form of 
religiob, they did not in ady way influence hia 
feelings towards him as a sufferer under severe 
affliction. The mode in which he shewed his sym- 
pathy was rather singular, but exactly suited the 
character of both, and the terms on which they 
stood with each other. 

Morning after morning the good Baronet 
made Moultrassie Hall the termination of his 
walk or ride, and said a single word d! kindness 
'M he paased. Sometimes he entered the old par- 
lour where the proprietor sate in solitary wretch- 
edness and despondency ; but more frequently^ 
(for Sir Geoffirey did not pretend to great talents 
of conversati<m,) he paused on the terrace, and 
stopping or halting his horse by the latticed 
winddw, said aloud to the melancholy inmate, 
*^ How is it with you. Master Bridgenorth ? (the 
Knight would never acknowledge his neighbour's 
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military rank of Major ;) I just looked in to bid 
you keep a good hearty nian, and to tell you that 
Julian is well, and little Alice is well, and all are 
well at Martindale Castle.^^ 

A deep sighi sometimes coupled with ^^ I thank 
you, Sir Geoffrey ; my grateful duty waits on 
Lady Feveril/^ was generally Bridgenorth^s only 
answer. But the news was received on the one 
part with the kindness which was designed up« 
on the other ; it gradually becamue less painful 
and more interesting : the lattice window was ne- 
ver dosed, nor was the leathern easy chair, which 
stood next to it, ever empty, when the usual hour 
of the fiaronef s momentary Tisit approached.—* 
At length the expectation of that passing minute 
became the pivot upon which Uie thoughts of 
poor Bridgenorth turned during all the rest of 
the day. Most men have known the influence of 
such brief but ruling moments at some period of 
their lives. The moment when a lover passes the 
window of his mistress-— the moment when the 
epicure hears the dinner-bell, is that into which 
is crowded the whole interest of the day— the 
hours which precede it ^ene sprat itHJAticipatipni 
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the hours which follow, in reflection on what 
has passed ; and fancy dwelling on each brief cir- 
cumstance, gives to seconds the duration of mi- 
nutes, to minutes that of hours. Thus seated in 
his lonely chair^ Bridgenorth could catch at a 
distance the stately step of Sir Geoffrey, or the 
heavy tramp of his war-rhorse. Black Hasdngs, 
whieh had borne him in many an action ; he 
could hear the hum of ^^ The King shall en- 
joy his own again,^^ or the habitual whistle of 
^^ Cuckolds and Roundheads,^ die into reveren- 
tial silence, as the Knight approached the man^ 
sion of affliction; and then came the strong 
hale voice of the huntsman-soldier with its usual 
greeting. 

By degrees, the communication became some- 
thing more protracted, as Major Bridgenorth'^s 
grief, like all human feelings, lost its overwhelm, 
ing violence, and permitted him to attend, in some 
degree, to what passed around him, to discharge 
various duties which pressed themselves, and to 
give a share of attention to the situation of the 
country, distracted as it was by the contending 
factions, whose strife only terminated in the Re- 
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storation. Still, however, though slowly recover- 
ing from the effects of the shook which he had sus- 
tained. Major Bridgenorth felt himself as yet un- 
able to make up his mind to the effort necessary to 
see his infant ; and though separated by so brief 
a space from the being in whose existence he was 
more interested than in any thing the world af- 
forded, he only made himself acquainted with the 
windows of the apartment where little Alice was 
lodged, and was often observed to watch them 
from the terrace, as they brightened in the evening 
under the influence of the setting sun. In truth, 
though a strong-tninded man in most respects, he 
was unable to lay aside the gloomy impression that 
this remaining pledge of affection was soon to be 
conveyed to that grave which had already de- 
voured all besides which was dear to him ; and 
he awaited in miserable suspense the moment 
when he should hear that symptoms of the fatal 
malady had begun to shew themselves. 

But the voice of Peveril continued to be that 
of a comforter, until the month of April, 1660, 
when it suddenly assumed a new and different 
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tooe. *^ The King shall epjoy his own again,^ 
far from ceasing, as the hasty tread of Black 
Hastings came up the avenue, bore burthen to 
Uie clatter of his hoofs on the paved court* jard^ 
as Sir Geoffrey sprang from his great waxraflfddle^ 
BOW <Hice more garnished with pistol^ of two feet 
in length, and, armed with steel-cap, baok and 
breast, and a truncheon in his hfmd, he rud^ed 
into the apartment of the astonished Major, with 
his eyes sparkling, and his cheek inflamed, as he 
called out,— ^^ Up ! up, neighbour ! No time 
now to mope in the chimney-comer. Where is 
your bufi-coat and broadsword, man ? Take the 
true side once in your life, and mend past mis*^ 
takes. The King is all lenity, man-^-all royal 
nature and mercy. I will get your full pardon.^ 

^^ What means all this ? said Bridgenorth — ^^ is 
all well with you-— all well at Martindale Castle, 
Sir Geoffrey r 

^^ Well as you could wish them, Alice and Ju- 
Uah and all. But I have news worth twenty of 
that*— Monk has declared at London agsunst 
those stinking scoundrels the Bump. Fairfax 
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is up in Yorkshire— for the King—for the King, 
man ! Churchmen, Presbyterians and all, are in 
buff and bandelier for King Charles. I have a 
letter from Fairfax to secure Derby and Chester- 
field, with all the men I can make. D— *n him, 
fine that I should take orders from him ! But 
never mind that-— all are friends now, and you 
and I, good neighbour, will charge abreast, as 
good neighbours should. See» there, read— read 
—read— and then boot and saddle in an instant. 

^ Hey for cavaliers— ho for cavaliers. 
Pray for cavalien, 

Dub-a-dub> dub-a-dub^ 

Have at old Beelzabub, 
Oliver shakes in his bier.' '* 

After thundering f<»rth this elegant effusion 
of loyal enthusiasm, the sturdy cavaUer^s heart 
became too full. He threw himself in a seat, and 
exclainriing, *^ Did ever I think to live to see this 
happy day !^ he wept, to his own surprise, as 
much as to that of Bridgenorth. 

Upon considering the crisis in which the coun. 
try was placed, it appeared to Major firidge- 
nurth, as it had done to Fairfax, and other lead- 
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ers of the Presbyterian party, that their frank 
embrachig of the royal interest was the wisest 
and most patriotic measure which they could 
adopt in the circumstances, when all ranks and 
classes of men were seeking refuge from the un- 
certainty and varied oppression attending the re- 
peated contests between the factions of Westmin- 
ster Hall and of Wallingford House. Accord- 
ingly he joined with Sir GeoflRrey, with less en- 
thusiasm indeed, but with equal sincerity, taking 
such measures as seemed proper to secure their 
part of the country on the King^s behalf, which 
was as effectually and peaceably executed as in 
other parts of England. The neighbours were 
both at Chesterfield when news arrived that the 
King was landed in England ; and Sir Geoffrey 
instantly announced his purpose of waiting upon 
his Majesty, even before his return to the Castle 
of Martindale. 

" Who knows, neighbour,'^ he said, <* whether 
Sir Geoffrey Peveril will ever return to Martin- 
dale ? Titles must be going amongst them yon- 
der, and I have deserved something among the 
rest,— Lord Peveril would sound well— or stay, 
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Earl of Martindale— no, not of M artindali 
Earl of the Peak. — Meanwhile, trust your afiairft 
to me— I will see you secured— I would you had 
been no Presbyterian, neighbour — a knighthood, 
— -I mean a knight^bachelbr, tiot a knight-baro- 
net, — would have served your turn Well.'' 

" I leave these things to my betters, Sir Geof- 
frey,*" said the Major, ^^ and desire nothing so 
earnestly as to find all well at Martindale when 
I return/' 

" You will— you will find them all well,'' said 
the Baronet ; " Jlilian, Alice, Lady Peveril, and 
all of them — ^bear my commendations to them, 
and kiss them all, neighbour. Lady Peveril and 
all— you may kiss a Countess when I come back ; 
all will go well with you now you are turned ho- 



nest man." 



« 



I always meant to be so, Sir Geoffrey," said 
Bridgenorth, calmly. 

" Well, well, well — no offence meant," said the 
Knight, " all is well now — so you to Moultrassie- 
Hall, and I to Whitehall. Said I well, aha ! So 
ho, mine host, a stoup of Canary to the King^s 
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health ere we get to horse— I forgot^ neighbour 
—you drink no healths.'" 

** I wish the King'^s health as sincerely as if I 
drank a gallon to it,^ replied the Major ; <^ and 
I wish you, Sir Geoffrey, all success on your 
journey and on yout return.** 
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CHAPTER II. 

Why then, we will havo bellowiug of beeves. 
Broaching of barrels, brandishing of spiggoU ; 
Ulood shall flow freely, but it shall be gore 
Of herds and flocks, and venison and poultry, 
Join*d to the brave heart Vblood of John-a-Barleycorn. 

Old Play. 

Whatever rewards Charles might have con- 
descended to bestow in acknowledgment of the 
sufferings and loyalty of Peveril of the Peak, he 
had none in his disposal equal to the pleasure 
which Providence had reserved for Bridgenorth 
on his return to Derbyshire. The exertion to 
which he had been summoned, had had the usual 
effect of restoring to a certain extent the activity 
and energy of his character, and he felt it would 
be unbecoming to relapse into the state of Icthar^ 
gic melancholy from which it had roused him. 
Time also had its usual effect in mitigating the 
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subjects of his regret; and when he had passed 
one day at the Hall, in regretting that he could 
not expect the indirect news of his daughter's 
health, which Sir GeoiFrey used to communicate 
in his almost daily call, he reflected that it would 
be in every respect becoming that he should pay 
a personal visit at Martindale Castle, carry thi« 
ther the remembrances of the knight to his lady, 
assure her of his health, and satisfy himself re- 
specting that of his daughter. He armed him- 
self for the worst— he called to recollection the 
thin cheeks, faded eye, wasted hand, pallid lip, 
which had marked the decaying health of all his 
former infants. 

" I shall see,^ he said, " these signs of moiftal- 
ity once more^— I shall once more see a beloved 
being to whom I have given birth gliding to the 
grave which ought to inclose me long before her. 
No matter — ^it is unmanly so long to shrink from 
that which must be — God's will be done " 

He went accordingly, on the subsequent mom. 
ing, to Martindale Castle, and gave the lady the 
welcome assurances of her husband's safetv* and 
of his hopes of preferment. 

n 
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^^ For the first, maj Almighty God be prai* 
ted !^ said the Lady Peveril ; *^ and be the other 
as our gracious and restored Sovereign may will 
it We are great enough for our means, and have 
means sufficient for contentment, though not for 
sfdendour. And now I see, good Master Bridge- 
north, the folly of putting faith in idle presenti- 
ments of evil» So often had Sir Geoffrey^s repeat* 
ed attempts in favour of the Stuarts led him into 
new misfortunes, that when, the other morning, 
I saw him once more dressed in his fatal armour, 
and heard the long silent sound of his trumpet, 
it seemed to me as if I saw his shroud and heard 
his death-knell. I say this to you, good ndgh* 
hour, the rather because I fear your own mind 
has been harassed with anticipations of impend*, 
ing calamity, which it may please God to avert 
in your case as it has done in mine ; and here 
comes a sight which bears good assurance of it.^ 

Thedoor of the apartment opened as she spoke, 
and two lovely children entered. The eldest, 
Julian Peveril, a iSne boy betwixt four and five 
years old, led in his hand, with an air of digni-^ 
fied support and attention, a little girl of e|gh- 
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teen montlis, who rolled and tottered along, ke^p« 
ing herself with difficulty upright by the assist- 
anoe of her elder, strongs, and mascuhne com^ 
panioQ. 
; Bridgenorth cast a hasty and fearful glance 
upon the countenance of his daughter, and even 
in that glimpse, perceived, with exquisite del^t, 
that his fears were unfounded. He caught hex in 
his arms, pressed her to his heart, and the childy 
though at first alarmed at the vehemence of his 
caresses, presently, as if prompted by Nature^ 
smiled in reply to them. Again he held her at 
some distance from him, and examined her more 
attentively ; be satisfied himself that the com- 
plexion of the young cherub he had in his arms 
was not the hectic tinge of disease, but the cleaf 
hue of ruddy health ; and that though her little 
frame was slight, it was firm and springy. 

*' I did not think that it could have been thus,^ 
he S£ud, looking to Lady Feveril, who had sat 
observing the scene with great pleasure ; ** but 
praise be to God in the first instance, and next, 
thanks to you, madam, who have been hb in^. 
strument/^ 
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*^ Julian must looe his play-feHow now, I sujw ' 
pose ?^ sstd die lady ; <^ but the Hall is not dis* ' 
tant^ and I will see my little charge often. Dame 
Martha, the house-keeper at Moultrassie, has 
sense, and is caTeful. I will tell her the rules I 
Imre observed with little Alice, an d  * ** 

^^ iSrod forbid my girl should ever come to 
Moultrassie,'^ said Major Bridgenorth hastily;' 
^^ it has been the g^ve of her race* The air itf- 
the low grounds suited them not— or there is 
perhaps a fate connected with the mansion. I- 
will seek for her some other place of abode/^ 

^^ That you shall not, under your favour be it 
spoken, Major Bridgenol* th,^ answered the lady» 
<* If you do so, we must suppose that you are 
undervaluing my qualities as a nurse. If she 
goes not to her father'*s house, she shall not quit 
mine. I will keep the little lady as a pledge of 
her safety and my own skill ; and since you are 
afraid of the damp of the low grounds, I hope 
you will come here frequently to visit her.^ 

This was a proposal which went to tlie heart of 
Major Bridgenortlu It was precisely the poidt 
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minch he would liatve ^ven worlds to arrive dt, 
hut which he saw zio diairce of attaitnng. 

It ia too well knowB, that those whose fiuniiies 
areloog pursued by sucji a fatal disease as existed 
in his, become, it maj be said, superstitious re- 
specting ite &tal effects, and ascribe to place, cir- 
cumstance, and indiyidual care, much more per- 
haps than: these can in any case contribute, to^ 
aF?ert the fatality of constitutional distemper. 
Lady Peveril was aware that this was peculiiarly 
the impression of hi^ neighbour ; that the d^pres- 
^on of his spirits, the excess of his care, the fe- 
verii^ness of his apprehensions, the restnunC and 
gloom of the solitude in whicn he dwelt, were 
feally calculated to produce the evil which most* 
of aQ he dreaded She pitied him, she felt for 
him, she was grateful for former protection re- 
eaved at his hands*— she had become interested 
in the child itself. What female fails to feel such 
interest in the helpless creature she has tended P 
And to sum the whole up, the dame had a share 
of human vanity; and being a sort of Lady 
Bountiful in her way, (for the character was not 
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then confined to thd old and the foolish,) she wis 
proud of the skill bj wbidi she had averted the 
probable attacks of hereditary malady, so inve- 
terate in the fitouly of Ikidgenorth. It needed 
not perhaps, in other oases, that so many reasons 
^ould be assigned for an act of neighbourly hcu 
manjty ; but civil war had so Itftely torn the coun- 
try asunder, and broken all the usual ties of vi- 
<Hnage and good neighbourhood, that it was un- 
usual to see them preserved among persons of 
-dkFerent political opinions. 

Major Bridgenorth himself felt this ; and while 
the tear of joy in his eye she^<^ how gladly be 
would accept Lady Peveril^ proposal, he could 
not help stating the obvious inconveniences at- 
tendant upon her scheme, though it was in the 
tone of one who would gladly hear them over- 
ruled. ^ Madam,^ he said, *^ jour kindness matkes 
me the happiest and most thankful of men ; but 
can it be consistent with your own convenience ? 
Sir Geoffrey has his opinions on many points, 
which have differed, and probably do still differ, 
from mine. He is high-born, and I of middling 
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parentage only. He uses the Church Service, and 
I the Gatechism of the Assembly of Divines^ at 
Westminster—^'' 

. <^ I hope you will find prescribed in joeither of 
them,'' said the Lady Peverii, ^^ that I may not 
be a mother to your motherless child. Itirust^^ 
Master Bridgenortb, the joyful Bestoraticm of 
his Majesty^ a work wrought by the direct hand 
of Providence, may be the means of closing and 
Iiealing all civil and religious dissensions, aiiiong 
us, and that, instead of shewiag.the superior pq-* 
lity of our faith, ^by. persecuting thosi^iwha think 
otherwise from ourselves on doctrin^ pmnts, we 
will endeavour to shew its real ChrisUan ten- 
dency, by emulating each other in actions of 
good- will towards man, as the best way of shew- 
ing our love to God.'' 

** Your ladyship speaks what your own kind 
heart dictates," answered Bridgenorth, who hafi 
his own share of the Jiarrow-mindedness of the 
time ; ^^ and sure am I, that if all who call them- 
selves loyalists and cavaliers, thought like you-r* 
and like my friend Sir Geoffrcy-i-(ihi5 he addc^ 
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after a momen^B pause^ being perhaps rather 
complimentary than nncere)— ^we^ who thought 
it our duty in time past to take arms for freedom, 
of conscience, and agmnst arbitrary power, might 
now ttt down in peace and contentment. But I 
wot not how it may fall. You have sharp and 
hot spirits amongst you; I will not say ouff 
power was always moderately used, and revenge 
is sweet to the race of fallen Adam.^ 

**' Come, Master Bridgenorth,*^ said the Lady 
Peveril, gaily, *^ these evil omenings do but point 
out conclusions, which, unless they were so anti- 
dpaied, are most unlikely to come to pass. You 
know what Shakespeare says: 

* To fly the bow before the boar pursues, 

Were to incense the boar to follow us, 

And make pursuit when he did mean no chase.' 

But I crave your pardon— it is so long since we 
have met, that I forgot you love no play books.^ 
" With reverence to your ladyship,"^ said 
Bridgenorth, << I were much to blame did I need 
the idle words of a Warwickshire stroller, to 
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teach me my grateful duty to yoyar ladyship oit 
this ooeasnoO) whieh appoints ne to be directed 
by you in all things which my conscbnee will 
pcnnitrf'* 

*< Since yon permit me sndi in£liicaee^ then,^ 
reified the Lady Peveril^ *^ I shdl be tnodexEta 
in exerdsing it, in order that I may, in my do* 
mination at least, give you a fayonrable impres. 
Non of the new order of thaaga.^ So, if you will 
be a subject of mine for one day, neighbour, I 
am going, at my lord and huaband^'s oomoMmd, 
to issue out my warrants to inrtte the wh^ 
neighbourhood to a solemn feast at the Castle^ 
upon Thursday next; and I not only pray you 
to be personally present yourself, but to prevail 
on your worthy pastor, and such neighbours 
and friends, high and low, as may think in your 
own way, to meet with the rest of the neigh- 
bourhood, to rejoice on this joyful oocaaionrof the 
King^s Restoration, and thereby to shew that we 
are to be henceforward a united people.^ 

The parliamentarian Major was considerably 
embarrassed by this proposjJ. He looked upward 
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and doumward and around, cast fab eye iirfit lo 
the oak-carved ceiling, and muoin fixed k upoi 
the floor; then threw it aroand the roosa till it 
Hgkted on his child, the sight of whom suggested 
anotSier and a better train •of reflecUooa than oeiL 
ing and floor had beea able to supply^ 

^^ Madam,^ be swl, <V I hav» long been # 
stranger to festivity, perhaps from constitutional 
melancholy, perhaps from the depression which 
is natural to a desolate and deprived man, in 
whose ear mirth is marred, like a pleasant air 
when performed on a mistuned instrument. But 
though neither my thoughts nor temperament are 
Jovial or Mercurial, it becomes me to be grate- 
ful to Heaven for the good he has sent me by 
the means of your ladyship. David, the man 
after God's own heart, did wash and eat bread 
when his beloved child was removed — mine is 
restored to me, and shall I not shew gratitude 
under a blessing, when he shewed resignation 
under an infliction ? Madam, I will wait on your 
gracious invitation with acceptance ; and such of 
my friends with whom I may possess influence, 
and whose presence your ladyship may desire. 



k 
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shall accompany me to the festivity, that our 
larael may be as one people.^ 
- Having spokeA these words with an aspect 
which belonged more to a martyr than to aguest 
Indden to a festival, and having kissed, and so* 
lemnly blessed his rlittle girl. Major Bridgenorth 
took bis departure for Moultrasue HalL 
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CHAPTER III. 



Here*8 neither want of appetite nor mouths ; 
Pray Heaven we be not scant of naeat or mirth ! 

Old Play. 



Even upon ordiuary occasions, and where 
means were ample, a great entertainment in those 
days was not such a sinecure as in modern times, 
when the lady who presides has but to intimate 
to her menials the day and hour when she will^ 
it to take place. At that simple period, the lady 
was expected to enter deeply into the arrange- 
ment and provision of the whole affair ; and from 
a little gallery, which communicated with her 
own private apartment, and looked down upon 
the kitchen, her shrill voice was to be heard, from 
time to time, like that of the warning spirit in a 
tempest, rising above the clash of pots and 
8tcw-pan»— tlic creaking of spits — the clattering 
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of marrow-bones and cleavers — ^the scolding of 
cooks — and all the other various kinds of din 
which form an accompaniment to the dressing a 
large dinner. 

But all this toil and anxiety was more than 
doubled in the case of the approaching feast at 
Martindale Castle, where the presiding Genius of 
the fesUvity was scarce provided with adequate 
means to carry her hospitable purpose into effect. 
The tyrannical conduct of husbands, in such 
eases, is universal ; and I scarce knoW one liouse- 
holder of my acqumitance who has not, on some 
ill-omened and most inconvenient season, an. 
nounced suddenly to his inaocent help-mate, that 
he had invited 



*^ Some o^ou6 Major Rook, 
To drop in at six o'docki** 



to the great disoonvposux^ of the lady, and the 
discredit perhaps of her dcmiestic arrangements. 
Peveril of the Peak was still more thoughtless ; 
for he had directed his lady to mvite the whole 
honest men of the neigbboorhood to make good 



I 
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cheer at Mairtiadale Castk^ ia honour of the 
blessed Restoration of his most Sacred Majesty, 
without precisely expkiaing where the provisions 
were to come from* The decr<.park had lain waste 
ever since the siege ; the dove-cot could do little 
to furnish forth such an entertainment ; the fisb- 
pondSy it is true, were well provided, (which the 
neighbouring^ Presbyterians noted as a suspicious 
circumstanoe ;) and game was to be had for the 
shooting, upon the extensive heaths and hills of 
Derbyshire. But these were but the secondary 
parts of a banquet ; and the house-steward and 
bailiff, Lady Peveril^s only coadjutors and coun« 
sell<H*s, could not agree how the butcher-meal-^ 
the most substantial part, c^, as it were, the anaiii 
body of the entertainment-«^was to be supplied. 
The house-steward threatened the sacrifice of a 
fine yoke of young bullocks, which the boiliffy 
who pleaded the necessity of their agricultural 
services, tenaciously resisted ; and Lady Peverirs 
good and dutiful nature did not prevent her from 
making some impatient reflections on the want of 
consideration of her absent Knight, who had thus 
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tboughtlessljr placed ber la sd embtnrrassing aistu* 
tuation. ' >■•■«•"'  ' -'»■ ' • '• •'  " "*'• 

Tbese^reflections were scarcely jast, if amattir 
only re^onstble for such reBolutions as he adopts 
when he b fuUy master of himself. < Sir Geo&< 
frey^s loyalty, like that of many persoBS in^bis Bi^ 
tuatiODy bad, by dint of hopes and fears, Tictorier 
and.defeats, stri^gles and suffaings^all arising: 
out of the same moving cause, and turning, as it» 
were, on the same pivot, acquired the character 
of an intense and enthuaastic passion'; andlbtf 
singular, and surprising change of > ibrtune, by 
which bis highest wishes were not only gnUified,} 
but far ^exceeded, occasioned for some time n kind 
of drunkenness of loyal rapture which seemed to 
pervade the whole kingdom. Sir Geofirey hadi 
seen Charles and his brothers, and had been reu 
ceived by the merry monarch with that graceful, 
and at the same time frank, urbanity by which he 
conciliated all who approached him ; the Knight'W 
services and merits had been fully acknowledged^ 
and recompence had been hinted at, if not ex- 
pressly promised. Was it for Pcveril of the 
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Peak, in the jubilee of bis spirits, to consider how 
his wife was to find beef and mutton to feast him 
neighbours ? 

Luckily, however, for the embarrassed lady, 
there existed some one who had composure of mind 
suiScient to foresee this difficulty. Just as sho 
had made up her mind, Tery reluctantly, to be* 
come debtor to Mi^or Bridgenorth for the sunt 
necessary to carry her husband'^s commands into 
effect, and whilst she was bitterly regretting this 
departure from the strictness of her usual econo^ 
my, the steward, who, by the bye, had not been 
absolutely sober since the news of the King^s 
landing at Dover, burst into the apartment, 
snapping his fingers, and shewing more marks 
of delight than was quite consistent with the dig^ 
nity of my lady^s large parlour. 

*< What means this, Whitaker P"" said the lady, 
somewhat peevishly ; for she was interrupted in 
the commencement of a letter to her neighbour on 
the unpleasant business of the proposed loan,-^ 
^' Is it to be always thus with you ? — Are you 
dreaming P' 
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<^ A vision of good omen, I trust,^ said the 
steward, with a triumphacnt flourish of the band ; 
*^ far better than Pharaoh's, though, like his, it 
be of fat kine.'* 

'^^ I pt'y thee be plain, man,^ said the lady, ^* or 
fetch some one who can speak to purpose.^ 

*^ Why, odds-my-life, madam,^ said the 8tew« 
ard, ^^ mine etrand can speak fm* itself. So you 
not hear tbem low? Do you not; hear them Ueat? 
A yoke of fat oxen, and half a score prime we« 
thers. The castle is victualled for this bout, let 
them storm when they will ; and Gatherill may 
have his danmed Mains ploughed to the boot* 

The lady, without further questioning her 
elated domestic, rose and went to the window, 
where she certainly behdd the aneai. and ^ep 
which had given rise to Whitaker'^s exultation. 
^ Whence come they ^ said she in some sur- 
prise. 

^* Let them construe that who can,^ answered 
Whitaker ; ^ the fellow who drove them wa& a 
west-countryman, and only said they came from 
a friend to help to furnish out your ladyship's 

1 
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entertainment ; the man would not stay to drink 
-—I am sorry he would not stay to drink— I 
craTe your ladyship'^s pardon for not keeping 
him by the ears to drink— it was not my fault.'* 

" That ni be sworn it was not,'' said the lady. 

" Nay, madam, by G — , I assure you it was 
not," said the zealous steward ; ^^ for rather than 
the Castle should lose credit, I drunk his health 
myself in double ale, though I had had my morn- 
ing draught already* I tell you the naked truth, 
my lady, by 6 — ." 

^^ It was no great compulsion, I suppose," said 
the lady ; *' but, Whitaker, suppose you should 
shew your joy on such occasions, by drinking and 
swearing a little less, rather than a little more, 
would it not be as well, think you ?" 

" I crave your ladyship's pardon," said Whit- 
aker, with much reverence ; ** I hope I know my 
place. I am your ladyship's poor servant ; and 
I know it does not become me to drink and swear 
like your ladyship— -that is, like his honour, Sir 
Geoffrey, I would say. But I pray you, if I am 
not to drink and swear after my degree, how are 
men to know Peveril of the Peak's 8teward,--4tnd 
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^ W^y ^ butler too, sixu^ I have had the ke}:s 
of the cellar ever aince old Spiggots was shot 
dead on the north-weist turret, with a black-jack 
in his hand,— I say, how is an pld cavalier like me 
to be known from those cuckoldy Round-heads 
that do nothing but fast and pray, if we are not 
to drink and swear according to our degree ?^ 

The lady was silent, for she w^ knew speech 
availed nothing.; and, aft^r a moments pause, 
preoeed^d to Ultimate toi^ the steward that she 
would have the persons, whose.names were mark- 
ed in a written paper, which she delivered to him, 
invited to the approaching banquet. 

Whitaker, instead of receiving the list with 
the piute acquiescence of a modem Major Dom0, 
carried it into the recess of one of the windows, 
and, adjusting his spectacles, began to read it to 
himself. The first names being those of distin^ 
guished cavalier families in the neighbourhood!, 
he jnuttered over in a tone of approbaticmr^ 
paused md pshawed at that of Bridgenorth — ^yet 
l^>q[uiesced, with the observation, <' But he is a 
good neighbour, so it may pass for ouce.^ But 
wben h^w9adibe name and sunuune of Nebemiali 
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Solsgrace, the Presbyterian parson, Whitaker^s 
patience altogether forsook him ; and he declared 
he would as soon throw himself into Eldon-hole, 
as consent that the intrusive old puritan howlet, 
who had usurped the pulpit of a sound orthodox 
divine, should ever darken the gates of Martindale 
Castle by any message or mediation of his. ^^ The 
false crop-earedhypocrites,^ cried he, with ahearty 
oath, <^ have had their turn of the good weather. 
The sun is on our side of the hedge now, and wa 
will pay o£P old scores, as sure as my name is 
Richard Whitaker.^ 

*^ You presume on your long services, Whit* 
aker, and on your master^s absence, or yoti had 
not dared to use me thus,^ said the lady. 

The unwonted a^tation of her voice attracted 
the attention of the refractory steward, notwith#« 
standing his present state of elevation ; but he no 
sooner saw that her eye glistened, and heir cheek 
reddened, than his obstinacy was at once subdued. 
^^ A murrain on me/^ he said, ^^ but I have made 
my lady angry in good earnest 1 and that is an un- 
wonted sight for to see.— -I crave your pardon^ 
my lady I It was not poor Dick WhiUiker diqpu* 



52 PSVERIL OF THS PEAK. 

ted your honourable commands, but only that 
second draught of double ale. We have put a 
double stroke of malt to it, as your ladyship well 
knows, ever since the happy Restoration. To be 
sure I hate a fanatic as I do the cloven foot of 
Satan ; but then your honourable ladyship hath 
a right to invite Satan himself, cloven foot and 
all, to Martindale Castle ; and to send me to heirs- 
gate with a billet of invitation — ^and so your will 
shall be done.^ 

The invitations were sent round accordingly, 
in all due form ; and one of the bullocks was sent 
down to be roasted whole at the market-place of 
a little village called Martindale-Moultrassie, 
which stood considerably to the eastward both of 
the Castle and Hall, from which it took its double 
name, at about an equal distance from both ; so 
that suppose a line drawn from the one manor- 
house to the other, to be the base of a triangle, 
the village would have occupied the salient angle. 
As the said village, since the late transference of 
a part of Peverirs property, belonged to Sir 
Geoffrey and to^ Bridgenorth, in nearly equal 
portions, the lady judged it not proper to dis- 
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pute the right of the latter, to add some hogs- 
heads of beer to the popular festivity. 

In the meanwhile, she could not but suspect 
the Major of being the unknown friend who had 
relieved her from the dUemma arising from the 
want of provisions; and she esteemed herself 
happy when a visit from him, on the day prece- 
ding the proposed entertainment, gave her, as 
she thought, an opportunity of expressing her 
gratitude. 
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CHAPTER III. 

Nio, <ir— >I will not pkdge-^I'm one of tho«e 
Who think good wine needs neither buth nor preface 
T6 ibake it welootaie. If you donbt my word, 
Fill the quart-cup, and tee if I will choke on*t» 

Old Play. 

Theee was a serious gravity of expression in 
the disclamation with which Major Bridgenorth 
replied to the thanks tendered to him by Lady 
Peveril, for the supply of provisions which had 
reached her Castle so opportunely. He seemed 
first not to be aware what she alluded to, and when 
she explained the circumstance, he protested so 
seriously that he had no share in the benefit con- 
ferred, that Lady Peveril was compelled to be- 
lieve him ; the rather that, being a man of a plain 
downright character, afiecting no refined delicacy 
of sentiment, and practising almost a quaker- 
like sincerity of expression, it would have been 
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much contrary to hit genertd character to liavif 
made such a disayowal, unless it were founded 
in truth. 

^* My present visit to you, madam,^ said he,* 
^* had indeed some reference to the festivity ct 
to-morrow.^ Lady Peveril listened, but as her 
visitor seemed to find some difficulty in expreM- 
ing himself, she was compelled to ask an expla- 
nation. ^^ Madam,^ said the Major, << you ar# 
not perhaps entirely ignorant that the more ten* 
der-conscienced among us have scruples at cer- 
tain practices, so general amongst your people at 
times of rejoicing, that you may be said to insist 
upon them as articles of faith, or at least greatly 
to resent their omission ^ 

*^ I trust. Master Bridgenorth,^ said the Lady 
Peveril, not fully comprehending the drift of hiii 
discourse, *^ that we shall, as your entertainer^, 
carefully avoid all allusions or reproaches foxmd- 
ed on past misunderstanding.'' 

<< We would expect no less, madam, from you^ 
candour and courtesy^'* said Bridgenorth ; ^* but 
I perceive jrou do not fully understand me. To 
be plain, then, I allude to the fashion of drink- 
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ing healths^ and pledging each other in draughts 
of strong liquor, which most among us consider as 
a superfluous and sinful provoking of each other 
to debauchery, and the excessive use of strong 
drink ; and which, besides, if derived, as learned 
divines have supposed, from the custom of the 
blinded Pagans, who made libations and invoked 
idols when they drank, may be justly said to 
have somethUig in it heathenish, and allied to 
demon-wor$hip.^^ 

The lady had already hastily considered all 
the topics which were likely to introduce discord 
into the proposed festivity, but this very lidicu-^ 
lous, yet fatal discrepancy, betwixt the manners 
of the parties on convivial occasions, had entire- 
ly escaped her. She endeavoured to sooth the 
objecting party, whose brows were knit like one 
who had fixed an opinion by which he was deter-, 
clined to abide. 

** I grant,'** she said, " my good neighbour, that 
this custom is at least idle, and may be prejudicial 
if it leads to excess in the use of liquor, which is 
apt enough to take place without such conversa- 
tion. But I think, when it hath not this conse* 
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quence, it is a thing indifferent, affords an unani. 
mous mode of expressing our good wishes to our 
friends, and our loyal duty to our sovereign ; and, 
without meaning to put any force upon the incli- 
nation of those who believe otherwise, I cannot 
see how I can deny my guests and friends the 
privilege of drinking a health to the King, or to 
my husband, after the old English fashion.**^ 

" My lady,^ said the Major, " if the age of 
fashion were to commend it, Popery is one of the 
oldest English fashions that I have heard of; 
but it is our happiness that we are not benighted 
like our fathers, and therefore we must act ac- 
cording to the light that is in us, and not after 
their darkness. I had myself the honour to at- 
tend the Lord-Eeeper Whitelocke, when, at the 
table of the Chamberlain of the kingdom of Swe-' 
den, he did positively refuse to pledge the health 
of his Queen, Christina, thereby giving great of- 
fence, and putting in peril the whole purpose of 
that voyage ; which it is not to be thought so 
wise a man would have done, but that he held 
such compliance a thing not merely indifferent, 
but irather sinful and damnablc.^^ 
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*' With idl respect to Whitelock^,'' laid the 
Lady Peveril, ** I continue of my own opinion, 
though, heaven knows, I am no friend to riot or 
wassail. I would fain accommodate myself to 
your scruples, and will discourage all other 
pledges ; but surely those of the King and of 
Peveril of the Peak may be permitted.'' - 

"I dare not,^ answered Bridgenorth, ^* lay 
even the ninety-ninth part of a gram of incense 
upon an altar erected to Satan.'' 

" How, sir !" said the lady ; ** Do you bring 
Satan into comparison with our master King 
Charles, and with my noble lord and husband ?" 

'< Pardon me, madam," answered Bridgenorth, 
^* I have no such thoughts-— indeed they would 
ill become me. I do wish the King's health and 
Sir Gec^rey's devoutly, and I will pray for both. 
But I see not what good it should do their health 
if I should prejudice my own by quaffing pledges 
out of quart flagons." 

" Since we cannot agree upon this matter," 
said Lady Peveril, <^ we must find some resource 
by which to oflend those of neither party. Sup- 
pose you winked at our friends drinking these 
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fMgtBf and we should connive at your sitting 

stm ?^ 

But neither would this composition satisfy 
Bridgenortb, who was of opinion, as he expressed 
himself) that it would be holding a candle to Bel- 
zebub. In fact, his temper, naturally stubborn, 
was at present rendered much more so by a pre- 
vious conference with hb preacher, who, though 
a very good man in the main, was particularly 
and illiberally tenacious of the petty distinctions 
which his sect adopted ; and while he thought 
with considerable apprehension on the accession 
of power which Popery, Prelacy, and Peveril of 
the Peak, were like to acquire by the late Revo- 
lution, became naturally anxious to put his flock 
on their guard, and prevent their being kidnap- 
ped by the wolf. He disliked extremely that 
Major Bridgenorth, indisputably the head of the 
Presbyterian interest in that neighbourhood, 
should have ^ven his only daughter to be, as 
he termed it, nursed by a Canaanitish woman ; 
aiid he told him plainly that he liked not this go- 
ing to feast in the high places with the uncircum- 
cised in heart, and looked on the whole convivi- 
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ality only as a making-merry in the house of 
Tirzah. 

Upon receiving this rebuke from his pastor, 
Bridgenorth began to suspect he might have 
been partly wrong in the readiness which, in his 
first ardour of gratitude, he had shewn to en- 
ter into intimate intercourse with the Castle of 
Martindale ; but he was too proud to avow this 
to the preacher, and it was not till after a consi- 
derable debate betwixt them, that it was mutu- 
ally agreed their presence at the entertainment 
should depend upon the condition, that no healths 
or ])ledges should be given in their presence. 
Bridgenorth, therefore, as the delegate and re- 
presentative of his party, was bound to stand firm 
against all entreaty, and the lady became greatly 
embarrassed. She now regretted sincerely that 
her well intended invitation had ever been given, 
for she foresaw that its rejection was to awaken 
all former subjects of quarrel, and perhaps to 
lead to new violences amongst people who had 
not many years since been engaged in civil war. 
To yield up the disputed point to the Presbjrte- 
rians, would have been to offend the Cavalier 
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party, and Sir Geoffrey in particular, in the most 
mortal degree ; for they made it as firm a point 
of honour to give healths, and compel others to 
pledge them, as thd Puritans made it a deep arti- 
cle of religion to refuse both. At length the lady 
changed the discourse, introduced that of Major 
Bridgenorth^s child, caused it to be sent for, and 
put into his arms. The mother'^s stratagem took 
effect ; for, though the parliamentarian major stood 
firm, the father, as in the case of the Goviemor 
of Tilbury, was softened, and he agreed that his 
friends should accept a compromise. Thi^ was,, 
that the Major himself, the reverend divine, and 
such of their friends as held strict Puritan tenets, 
should form a separate party in the Large Parlour, 
while the Hall should be occupied by the jovial 
Cavaliers ; and that each party should regulate 
their potations after their own conscience, or af- 
ter their own fashion. 

Major Bridgenorth himself seemed greatly re- 
lieved after this importiant matter had been set- 
tled. He bad held it matter of conscience to be 
stubborn in maintaining his own opinion, but was 
heartily glad wh^n he escaped from the appa- 

20 
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rently inevitable necessity of affronting Lady 
Pereril, by the refusal of berinvitatioQ. He re-* 
mained longer than usual, and spoke and smikd* 
more than was his custom. His first care, out bis 
return, was to announce to the clergyman and ]^ 
congregation the compromise which he had made, 
and this not as a matter for deliberation, but one 
upon which he had already resolved ; and su^ 
was his authority among them, that thou^ the 
preacher longed to pronounce a separaticm of the 
parties, and to exclaim — ^^ To your tents, O Is« 
rael !^^ he did not see the chance of being second- 
ed by so many, as would make it worth while to 
disturb the unanimous acquieso^ce in their de- 
legatees proposal. 

Nevertheless, each party being put upon the 
alert by the consequences of Major Bridgenorth^s^ 
embassy, so many points of doubt and delicate 
discussion were started in succession, that the 
Lady Peveril, the only person, perhaps, who was 
desirous of achieving an effectual reconciliaticm 
between them, incurred in reward for her good 
intentions the censure of both factions, and had 
much reason to regset her well-meant {HToject ol 
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bringing the Capulets and Montagues of Derby<» 

shire together on the same occasion of public fet* 

tivity. 

As it was now settled that the guests were tq 

form two different parties, it became not only a 

subject of dispute betwixt themselves, which 

should be first admitted within the Castle of Mar* 

Undale, but matter of serious apprehennon to 

Lady Peveril and Major Bridgenorth, lest, if 

they were to approach by the same avenue and 

entrance, a quarrel might take place betwixt 

them, and proceed to extremities, even before 

they reached the place of entertiunment. The 

lady believed she had discovered an admirable 

expedient for preventing the possibility of such 

interference, by directing that the Cavaliere 

should be admitted by the principal entranoe« 

while the Roundheads should enter the Castle 

through a great breach which had been made in 

the course of the siege, and across which there 

had been «noe made a sort of bye-path to drive 

the cattle down to their pasture in the wood. By 

this contrivance the Lady Peveril imagined she 

bad altogether avdided the various risks which 

9 
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mi^t occur from two such parties encountering 
each other, and disputing for precedence. Several 
other circumstances of less importance were ad- 
justied at the sanle time, and apparently so much 
to 'the daitisfaction of the Presbyterian teacher, 
thatv in a long lecture on the subject of the Mar- 
riitge 'Garment, he was at the pains to explain to 
hi« h€^erd, that outward apparel was not alone 
meant' byi that scrii>tural expression, but also a 
suttaUe* fi'amfeof mind for enjoyment of peaceful 
fe^Wity ;^tod therefore he exhorted the brethren, 
that ^i^hatever might be the errors of the poor 
blirided malignants, with whom they were in some 
sort to eat and drink upon the morrow, they 
ought not on this occasion to shew any evil will 
a^ihst tiiiem, lest they should therein become 
troublers of the peace of Israel. 

Honest Doctor Dummerar, the ejected EfMsco- 
pal Vicar of Martindale ctem Moultrassie, preach- 
ed to thie Cavaliers on the same subject. He 
had served the cure before the breaking out of 
the Reb^Uioii, and was in high favour with Sir 
Geoffrey, not merely on account of his sound or- 
thodo&3^ ^^^ deep learning, but his exquisite skill 
in playing at bowls, and his facetious conversa- 
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tion over a pipe and tankard of October. For 
these latter accomplishments, the Doctor bad the 
honour to be recorded by old Century Whict 
amongst the roll of lewd, incpmpetent, profligate 
clergymen of the Church ot England, whom he 
denounced to God and man, on account chiefly of 
the heinous sin of playing at gatnes of skill and 
chance, and of joining in the social meetings of 
their parishioners. When the Eing'^s party be- 
gan to lose ground, Doctor Dummerar left his 
vicarage, and,betaking himself to the camp,8hew<^ 
ed upon several occauons, when acting as chap- 
hiin to Sir GeoiFrey Feveril''s regiment, that his 
portly bodily presence included a stout and mas* 
culine heart When all was lost, and he himself, 
with most other loyal divines, was deprived of 
his living, he made such shift as he could ; now 
lurking in the garrets of old friends iu the Um« 
versity, who shared with him, and such as him^ 
the slender means of livelihood which the evil 
times had left them ; and now lying hid in the 
houses of the oppressed and sequestrated gentry, 
who respected at once his character and suflw* 
ings. Whea the Restoir}Uion took place^ Doctot 

VOL. i. £ 
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Dummarar emetged from some one of bis hiding- 
plades, and hied him to Martindale Castle^ to enr- 
enjoy the triumph inseparable from this hoppj 
change. 

His appearance at the Castle in his full clerical 
dresSy and the warm reception which he receiyed 
from the neighbouring gentry, added not a little 
to the aiamfL which was gradually extending it^ 
self through the party which were so lately the 
uppermost It is true Doctor Dummenur framed^ 
(honesty worthy man,) no extravagant views of 
eleyation or preferment ; but the probability of 
bk bdbg replaced in the living, frcon which h^ 
had been expelled under very flimsy pretences^ 
inferred a severe blow to the Presbyterian divine^ 
who could not be coniddered otherwise than e» 
an intruder. The interest of the two preachers^ 
therefore, as well as the sentiments of their flocks, 
were at direct variance ; and here was another ta^ 
tal objection in the way of Lady Peveril^s scheme 
of a general and comprehensive healing ordinanoei 

Nevertheless, as we have already hinted. Doc 
tor Dummerar behaved as handsomely upon the 
occasion aa the Presbyterian incumbent had 
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dotte. It 18 true, that in a sermon which he preach- 
ed in the Castle hall to several of the most dis« 
tinguished cavalier families, besides a world of 
boys from the village, who went to see the novel 
circumstance of a parson in a cassock and sur- 
plice^ he went at great length into the foulness 
of the various crimes committed by the rebellious 
party during the late evil times, and greatly mag- 
nified the merciful and peaceful nature of the ho- 
nourable Lady of the Manor, who condescended 
to look upon, or receive into her house in the Way 
of friendship and hospitality, men holding the 
principles which had led to the murther of the 
King--— the slaying and despoiling his loyal sub- 
jects-— and the plundering and breaking down of 
the Church of God. But then he wiped all this 
handsomely up again, with the observation, that 
since it was the will of their gracious and newly 
restored Sovereign, and the pleasure of the wor- 
shipful Lady Peveril, that this contumacious and 
rebellious race shoiUd be, for a time, forborne by 
their faithful subjects, it would be highly pro- 
per that all the loyal liege-men should, for the 
present, esdbew 8ubject9 of dissenuon or quar- 
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relivithr^tbese soas of Sbimd; which Ies8QQr«f 
patienceheenforciedby ihecomfoitable a88unmc% 
that tbeyjcould not. long abstain from theis old 
rebellious practices ; in which case, the royalisls 
would stand exculpated before God andman^tVi 
extirpating them from the face of the earth, r >xr 
, : The closeobserrers of the remarka.Ue passagea 
.fxf the timectirom which we draw the e¥fiiM».iof 
lomhistoryy ba'^e left it upon reoord, tbattbeae 
two several aermons, much contraijy, jdoubdeaf, 
t^tp< the intention of the worthy diyinfs by ^whom 
they were ddivered, had a greater effectin exas- 
perating^ than in composing the disputes, betanbtt 
the two factjona. Under such evil auspices^ and 
Iwith corresponding forebodings on.tbe mind (^ 
Lady Peveril^ the day of festivity, at .length ar- 
rived^ ;• . • ' ; . ^ . r.uii 

b . By different routes, and forming each a siMPt 
of procession, as if the. adherents of each party 
w«re desirous of exhibiting its strength and buib- 
bers, the tM^o different factions approached Mar- 
tindale Castle ;.and so different did they aeem in 
dress, aspect, and manners^ that it seemed as^if 
.therovelleorsof a bridal parly, 4nd the sad attfiid. 
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antAHpon a funeral solemnitjr^were moving tOr 
wards the same point from different quarters* 
' The Puritanical party was by far the fewer in 
numbers, for which two excellent reasons might 
be given^ In the first place, they bad enjoyed 
power for several years, and^ of course, became 
tttdpopular among the common people, never at 
any time attached to those, who, being in thie^ iio^ 
mediate possession of authority, are often obliged 
to employ. it in controlling their humours. Be- 
sides, the country people of England had^ and 
still have, an animated attachment to field sports, 
and a natural unrestrained joviality of disposi- 
: tKHiy which rendered them impatient under tk» 
severe discipline of the fanatical preluhers; and 
were not less naturally discontented with the mi- 
litary despotism of CromwelPs Major-Gcnerals. 
Secondly, the people were fickle as usuaU and 
the return of the King had novelty in it, and was 
therefore popular. The side of the Puritans was 
also deserted at this period by a numerous class 
of more thinking and prudential persons^ who 
never forsook them till they became unfortunaliek 
'Ska^ UfpxioviB personagei^ ' were called in that 
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age the Waiters upon ProTidence, and deemed il 
a high delinquency towards heaven if they af^^ 
finxled countenance to any c^iise longer than it 
was favoured by fortune. 

But, though thus forsaken by the fickle and 
the selfish, a solemn enthuaasm, a stern and 
det^mmed depth of principle, a confidence in 
the sincerity of their own motives, and the man^ 
ly English pride which inclmed them to cling 
to their former opinions, like the traveller in 
the fable to his cloak, the more strongly that 
the tempest blew around them, detained in the 
ranks of the Puritans many, who,* if no long^ 
formidable from numbers, were still so from their 
character. They consisted chiefly of the middling 
gentry, with others whom industry or successful 
speculations in commerce or in mining had rused 
into eminence— the persons who feel most um« 
brage from the overshadowing aristocracy, and 
are usually the most vehement in defence of what 
they hold to be their rights. Their dress was in 
general studiously simple and unostentatious, or 
cmly remarkable by the contradictory affectation 
of extreme simplicity or carelesiQiess. The dark 
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colour of their cloaks, varying from absolute 
black to what was called^ sad-coloured,-— thor 
steeple-crowned hats, with their broad shadowy 
brims,— -their long swords, suspended by a sim* 
pie strap around the loins, without shoulder- 
belt, sword-knot, plate, buckles, or any of th^ 
other decorations with which the Cavaliers loved 
to adorn their trusty rapiers,— -the shortness of 
their hair, which made their ears appear of dispro- 
portioned size,—- above ell, the stem and gloomy 
gravity of their looks, announced their belonging 
to that class of enthusiasts, who, resolute and ud* 
dismayed, had cast down the former fabric of go- 
vernment, and who now regarded with somewhat 
more than suspicion, that which had been so unex- 
pectedly substituted in its stead. There was gloom 
in their countenances, but it was not that of de- 
jection, far less of despair. They looked like ve-r 
terans after a defeat, which may have checked 
their career and wounded their pride, but has 
left their courage undiminished. 

The melancholy, now beccone habitual, which* 
overcast Major Bridgenorth^s countenance, welt 
qualified him to act as the chief of the group who 
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now advanced from the village. When tliey 
reached the pcnnt by which they were first to ttirn 
a^de into the woods which surrounded the Castle, 
they felt a moimentary impression of degradation, 
as if they were yielding the high road to their old 
and oft-defeated enemies the Cavaliers. When 
they began to ascend the winding path, wUch had 
been the daily passage of the cattle, tbeopenii^ 
of the wooded glade gave them a view of tfie 
casde-ditch, half choked with the rubbish of the 
breach, and of the breach itself, ^hich Was made 
at the angle of a large square flanking^-tower, one 
half of which had been battered intoriiihs, white 
the other fri^ment remained in a state strang^y 
shattered and precarious, and seemed to be tot- 
tering above the huge aperture in the wall. A 
stern still smile was exchanged among the Puri- 
tans, as the sight reminded them of the victories 
of former days. Holdfast Clegg, a millwright of 
Derby, who had been himself active at the siege, 
pointed to the breach, and said, with a grim smile 
to Mr Solsgrace, '^Ilittle thought, that when my 
own hand helped to level the cannon which Oliver 
pointed against yon tower, we should, have been 
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obliged to climb like foxes up the very walls 
which we won by our bow and by our spear. 
Methought these malignants had then enough of 
shutting their gates and making high their horn 
against us."*^ 

'* Be patient, my brother/' said Solsgrace; 
^^ be patient, and let not thy soul be disquieted. 
We enter not this high place dishonourably, see- 
ing we ascend by the gate which the Lord open- 
ed to the godly .''' 

The words of the pastor were like a spark to 
gunpowder. The countenances of the mournful 
retinue suddenly expanded, and, accepting wh(it 
bad fallen from him as an omen and a light from 
heaven how they were to interpret their present 
situation, they uplifted, with one consent, one of 
the triumphant songs in which the Israelites cele- 
brated the victories which had been vouchsafed 
to them over the heathen inhabitants of the Pro- 
mised Land.— - 

^* Let God ante, and then hit foes/ 

Shall turn themselves to flighty 
His enemies for fear shaU run. 

And scatter out of tight; . . 
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" And as wax melts before the fiie, 

And wind blows smoke away, 
So in the presence of the Lord, 

The wicked shall decay. 

^' God's army twenty thousand is, 

Of angels bright and strong. 
The Lord also in Sinai, 

Is present them among. 

'< Thou didst, O Lord, ascend on high. 

And captive ledst them all, 
Who, in times past, thy chosen flock 

In bondage did enthraL" 

These sounds of deri^onal triumph reached 
the joyous band of the Cavaliers, wh(^ decked in 
whatever pomp their repeated nusfortunes and 
impoverishment had left them, were moving to- 
wards the same point, though by a different road, 
and were filling the principal avenue to the Cas- 
tle, with tiptoe mirth and revelry. The two par- 
ties were strongly contrasted ; for, during that pe- 
riod of civil dissensum, the manners of the diffe- 
rent facdons distinguished them as completely as 
separate umforms might have done. If the Pu- 
ritan was affectedly plain in his dress, and ridi- 
culously precise in his manners, the Cavalier 

19 
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oflen carried his love oF ornament into tawdry 
finery, and his contempt of hypocrisy into li« 
centious profligacy. Gay gallant fellows, young 
and old, thronged together towards the ancient 
Castle, with general and joyous manifestaticm of 
those spirits, which, as they had been buoyant 
enough to support their owners during the wont 
of times, as they termed Oliver^s usurpation, 
were now so inflated as to transport them nearly 
beyond the reach of sober reason. Feathers wa^ 
red, lace glittered, spears jingled, steeds cnracoi 
led ; and here and there a petronel, or pistol, was 
fired ofi^ by some who found his own natural ta- 
lents for making a noise inadequate to thetlig-b 
nity of the occasion. Boys,— -for, as we said be^ 
fore, the rabble were with the uppermost party, 
as usual,— -hallowed and whooped, *^ Down with 
the Rump,^ and " Fie upon Oliver r Musical im 
struments, of as many different fashions as were 
then in use, played all at once, and without any 
regard to each others tune ; and the glee of the 
occasion, while it reconciled the pride of the high* 
bom of the party to fraternize with the general 
route, derived an additional aest from the con- 
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4|^us triumph, that their exultation was heard liy 
their neigfaboura^ the crest-fallen Roundheads. 
•When the loud and sonorous swell of the 
fisalm-tune, multiplied by all the echoes of the 
eliffs and ruinous halls, came full upon their 
ear,- as if to warn them how litUe they were to 
reckon upon the depression of th&r adversaries^ 
it.frst it was answered with a scornful laugb^ 
xaismdi to as much height as the scofiPers^ lungs 
would permit, in order that it might cairy to the 
psalmodists the contempt of their auditors ; but 
this Was a forced exestion of party i^een*. There 
is. something in melancholy feelings more natural 
to. An imperfect and suffering state than in those 
of giuety, and when they are brought into colli* 
sibn, the fcnrmer seldom £ul to triumph. If a fu- 
|ie|*al-train and wedding-procession were to meet 
upe;cpectedly, it will readily be allowed that the 
mirth of the last would be speedily merged in the 
^oom of the others. But the Cavaliers, more- 
over, had sympathies of a different kind. - The 
psalm^tune, which now came rolling on their ear, 
bad been heard too often, and upon too many 
Offpi^ioas hdd preceded victory gained over tb^ 
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inalignants, to permit them, even in their tri* 
umph, to hear it without emotion. There was a 
sort of pause, of which the party themselves 
seemed rather ashamed, until the silence was 
broken by the stout old knight, Sir Jasper Cran* 
.bourne, whose gallantry was so universally ac^ 
knowledged, that he could afford, if we may- use 
such an expression, to confess emotions, whiioh 
men, whose courage was in any respect Jiablp to 
suspicion, would have thought it imprudeiit to 
acknowledge. 

*^ Adad,^ scud the old knight, <^ may I never 
taste claret again, if that is not the very tuAe 
with which the prick-eared villains began their 
onset at Wiggaup-lane, where they trowled: m 
down like so many skittle nine-pins! Faith, 
neighbours, to say truth, and shame the devil^ ^J, 
did not like the sound of it above half.^ ! 

^^ If I thought the roundheaded rogqes did it 
in scorn of us,**^ said Di<?k Wildblood of the Dale» 
^' I would cudgel fheir psalmody ou^ of their 
peasantly throats with this very truncheon ;^' a 
muion which, being seconded by old Roger 
lUine, the drunken tapster of the Feveril-arB)3 

13 
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i& the Tillage, might hAve brought on a general 
battle, but that Sir Jasper forbade the feud. 

*^ We^U have no ranting, Dick,^ said the old 
Knight to the young Franklin ; ^^ adad, man, 
we^U have none, for three reasons ; first, because 
it would be ungentle to Lady Peveril ; then, be- 
cause it is against the King^s peace ; and, lastly, 
Dick, because if we did set on the psalm^n^ng 
knaves, thou mightest come by the worst, my 
boy, as has chanced to thee before.*" 

" Who, I ! Sir Jasper ?"" answered Dick—" I 
come by the worst ! — Til be d— d if it ever hap- 
pened but in thdt accursed lane, where we had 
no more flank, front, or rear, than if we had 
been so many herrings in a barrel.^ 

" That was the reason, I fancy j** answered Sir 
Jasper, ^^ that you, to mend the matter, scram- 
bled into the hedge and stuck there, horse and 
nan, till I beat thee through it with my leading- 
^itaff ; and then, instead of charging to the front, 
you went right-about, and away as fast as your 
feet could carry you.^ 

This reminiscence produced a laugh at Dick^s 
expense, who was known, or at least suspected. 
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to have more tongue in his head than mettle in 
his bosom. And this sort of rallying on the part 
of the knight having fortunately abated the re- 
sentment which had begun to awaken in the 
breasts of the royalist cavalcade, further cause 
for offence was removed, by the sudden ceasing 
of the sounds which they had been disposed to 
interpret into those dt premeditated insult. 

This was owing to the arrival of the Puritans 
at the bottom of the large and wide breach, which 
had been formerly made in the wall of the castle 
by their victorious cannon. The sight of its 
gaping heaps of rubbish, and disjointed masses 
of building, up which slowly winded a narrow 
and steep path, such as is made amongst ancient 
ruins by the rare passage of those who occasion- 
ally visit them, was calculated, when contrasted 
with the grey and solid massiveness of the towen 
and curtains which yet stood uninjured, to re- 
mind them of their victory over the stronghold 
of their enemies, and how they had bound nobles 
and princes with fetters of iron. 

But feelings more suitable to the purpose of 
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their visit to Martindaie Castle, were awakened 
in the bosoms even of these stem sectaries^ when 
the Lady of the Castle, still in the veiy prime of 
beauty and of womanhood, appeared at the top 
of the breach with her principal female attend- 
ants, to receive her guests with the honour and 
courtesy becoming her invitation. She had laid 
aside .the bljEtck dress whidhhad been her soleattire 
for several years, and was arrayed with a splen- 
dour not unbecoming her high descent and qua- 
lityr Jewels, indeed, she had none ; but her long 
and dark hair vas surmounted with a chaplet 
made of oak-leaves, interspersed with lilies ; the 
former being the emblem of the King^s preserva>- 
tion in the Royal Oak, and the latter, of his happy 
Restoration. What rendered her presence still 
more interesting to those who looked on her, was 
the presence of the two children whom she hdd 
in either hand ; pne of whon^ was well known to 
them all to be the child of their leader. Major 
Bridgenortb, who had been restored to life and 
health by the almost maternal care of the Lady 
PeveriL 
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If even the inferior persons of the party fell 
the healing influence of her presence^ thus afj* 
companied, poor Bridgenorth was almost otreiU 
whelmed with it. The strictness of his cast and 
manners permitted him not to sink on his knee^ 
and kiss the hand which held his little orphan ; 
but the deepness of his obeisance— -the faulter- 
ing tremor of bis voice— arid the glistening of 
bis eye^ shewed a grateful respect for the lady 
whom he addreseed— deeper and more r^verMh. 
tial than could have been expressed even by Peif 
sian prostration. A few courteous and mild word^ 
expressive of the pleasure she found in once vtHHfi^ 
seeing her neighbours as her friendsH— a few kitt^ 
inquiries, addressed to the principal, individiiali 
among her guests, concerning their families and 
connections, completed her triumph ov^r angxjr 
thoughts and dangerous recollections, and din- 
posed men^s bosoms to sympathize with the pujoh 
poses of the meeting. 

Even Solsgraoe himself, although imagining 
himself bound by his office and duty to watdi 
over and counteract the wiles of the <^ Amalekittih 
woman,^ did not escape the symp^etic infection; 

VOL. I. F 
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beuig SO much, struck with the marks, (d 

imd good will exhibited bjr Ladj Peveril, .tl^ 

he immediately raised the psahn^ 

^ O what a happy thing it if. 

And joyful for to see 
Brethren to dwell together in 

Friendship and unity." 

Accepting this salutation as a mariL of courtesy 
repud, the Lady Peveril marshalled in person 
this party of her guests to the apartment, where 
ample good cheer was provided for them ; and 
liad even the patience to remain while Master 
Nehemiah Solsgrace pronounced a benedicdon of 
portentous length, as an introducticm to the ban- 
quet Her presence was in some measure a re- 
strunt on the worthy divine, whose prolu^pn 
lasted the longer, and was the more intricate and 
embarrassed, that he felt himself debarred from 
rounding it off by his usual alliteradve petition 
for deliverance from Popery, Prelacy, and Pe- 
veril of the Peak, which had become so habitual 
to him, that after various attempts to conclude 
with some other form of words, he found himself 
at last obliged tajwonounoe the first words of ^js 
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wualjbrmuia aloud» and mutter the rei^t in such 
a manner as not to be inidB^ble even by thosb 
who stood nearest to him. 

The minister^ silence was followed by all the 
various sounds which announce the onset of a 
hungry company on a well-furnished table ; and 
at the same time gave the lady an opportunity to 
leave the apartment, and look to the accommoda- 
tion of her other company. She felt, indeed, that 
it was high time to do so ; and that the royalist 
guests might be disposed to misapprehend, or 
even to resent, the prior att^tions which she had 
thought it prudent to offer to the Puritans. ^ 

These apprehensions were not altogether ill- 
founded. It was in vain that the steward had 
displayed the royal standard, with its proud 
motto of Tandem TrivrnphanSj on one of the 
great towers which flanked the main entriu^ 
of the Castle ; while, from the other, floated 
the banner of Peveril of the Peak, under whidi 
many of those who now approached had fought 
during all the viossitudes of civil war. It was in 
vain he repeated his clamorous— -Welcome, nobte 
<>aTaHertI wdcotne^generons gentlemen I Tbei^ 
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was a slight murmiir amongst ihem^ that their 
irelcome ought to have come from the mouth of 
the Colonel's ]ady-*not from that of a menial. 
Sir Jasper Cranboume, who had sense as well as 
spirit and courage^ and who was aware of his fair 
cousin's motives, having been indeed consulted 
by her upon all the arrangements which she had 
udopted, saw matters were in such a state that no 
time ought to be lost in conducting the guests to 
the batiquetting apartment, where a fortunate di- 
version from all these topics of rising discontent 
iiiight be made, at the expense of the good cheer 
of all sorts, which the lady's care had so liberally 
provided. 

The stratagem of the old soldier Succeeded in 
Its utmost extent* He assumed the great oaken- 
chair usually occupied by the stewatd at his au- 
dits ; and Dr Dummerar having pronounced a 
brief Latin benediction, (which was not the less 
j«rteemed by the hearcre that none of them un- 
derstood it,) Sir Jasper exhorted the company 
to whet their appetites to the dinner by a brim- 
ming cup to his Majesty's health, filled as high 
«ad Ifts dMp 4» Uieir gobtets wovdd permil. lb 
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a moment aU was bustle, with the clang of wine*, 
cups and of flagons. In another moment the 
guests were on their feet like so many statues, 
all hushed as death, but with eyes glancing 
with expectation, and hands outstretched, which 
displayed their loyal brimmers. The voice of 
Sir Jasper, clear, sonorous, and emphatic, as the 
sound of his war-trumpet, announced the health 
of the restored Monarch, hastily echoed back by 
the assemblage, impatient to render it due ho^ 
mage. Another brief pause was filled by thci 
draining of their Qups, and the mustering breath 
to join in a shout so loud, that not only the raf^r 
ters of the old hall trembled while they echoed 
it back, but the garlands of oaken boughs and 
flowers with which they were decorated, waved 
wildly, and rustled as if agitated by a sudden 
whirlwind. This rite observed, the company pro- 
ceeded to assail the gopd cheer with which the 
tabic groaned, animated as they were to the atr 
tack both by mirth and melody, for they were 
attended by all the minstrels of the district, who, 
like the Episcopal clergy, had been put to si- 
lence during the reign of the self-entitled saints 



of th6 CoitunonWealtb. The social oobupatioii of 
good rating and driiiking^theexchahge of pledges 
b^wixt old neighbours who liad been fellow-4sdl» 
<^ers in tlie moment of reidstance — ^fellow-sufferers 
in the time of depression and subjugation, and' 
were now partners in the same general subject of 
congratulation, soon wiped from their memory 
tlie triiSing cause of complaint, which in the minds' 
of Wme had darkenied the festivity of the day ; so 
that when the Lady Peveril walked into the hall,' 
^cboiopanied as before with the children and bet 
fSemale attendants, she was welcomed with the ac- 
clamations due to the mistress of the banquet and 
of the Castle — the dame of the noble Knight, who 
had led most of them to battle with an undaunt- 
^and persevering valour which was worthy of 
letter success. 

Her address to them was brief and matronly, 
yet spoken with so much feeling as found its way 
to every bosom. She apologized for the lateness 
of her personal welcome, by reminding them that 
there were then present in Martindale Casde 
that day, persons whom recent haj^y events hlid 
, converted from enemies liit^ friends, but oiit WIkmsi 
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tbf kitter character, was so recently inopoaed, thai; 
she dared not neglect with them any point of oe* 
r^monial. But those whom she. now address^^ 
were the best, the dearest, the most faithful frien4s . 
of her husbandV house, to whom and to their, 
valour Beveril had ^ot only owed those suf^cess^, 
which had given them and him fame durmg.the,. 
lately unhappy, times, but to whose courage she 
in pacticular had owed the preservation of jthev, 
leader^s life, even when it could not avert defeats 
A word or two of heartfelt congratulation on thct 
happy restoration of the royal line and authorityi^ 
completed all which she had boldness to add, and 
bowing gracefully round her, she lifted a cup tp 
her lips as if to welcome her guests. . 

There still remained, and espedally amongst 
the old Cavaliers of the period, some glimmeriqg 
of that spirit which inspired Froissart, when he 
declares that a Kuight hath double courage at 
need, when animated by the looks and words of a 
beautiful and virtuous woman. It was not until 
the reign which was commencing at the moment 
we are treating.of^ that the unhpunded license of 
jthe. age introducing a general cpurne^of prpfliga- 
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cyydegnA^ the fenude sex into mere servanls 
of pleasure, jand, in so doing, deprived society of 
that noUe tone of feeling towards the sex, which, 
coniadered as a spur to ^^ raise the clear spirit,"^ 
id superior to every other impulse save those of 
rdigion and of patriotism. The beams of the 
ancient hall of Martindale Castle instantly rung 
urith a shoilt louder and shriller . than that at 
wMeh they had so lately trembled, and the names 
oi the Knight of the Peak and his lady were 
ptoclaimed amid waving of caps and hats, and 
umversal wishes for their health and happiness. 
' Under these auspices the Lady Peveril glided 
from the hall, and left free space for the revelry 
of the evening. 

That of the Cavaliers may be easily conceived, 
innee it had the usual accompaniments of singing, 
jesting, quaffing of healths, and playing of tunes, 
which have in almost every age and quarter of 
the world been the accompaniments of festive 
cheer. The enjoyments of the Puritans were of 
a different and less noisy character. They nei- 
ther sung, jested, heard music, nor drunk healths; 
and yet they seemed not the less, in their own 
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phrase, to enjoy the creature-comforts which the 
frailty of humanity rendered grateful to their 
outward man. Old Whitaker even protested, 
that though much the smaller party in point of 
numbers, they discussed nearly as much sack and 
claret as his own more jovial associates. But those 
who considered the steward^s prejudices were 
inclined to think, that in order to produce such 
a result, he must have thrown in his own bye- 
drinkings— -no inconsiderable item— into the sum 
total of the Presbyterian potations. 

Without adopting such a partial and scanda* 
lous report, we shall only say, that on this oc^ 
casion as on most others, the rareness of induU 
gence promoted the sense of enjoyment, and that 
those who made abstinence, or at least modera- 
tion, a point of religious principle, enjoyed their 
social meeting the better that such opportunities 
rarely presented themselves. If they did not 
actually drink each other's healths, they at least 
shewed, by looking and nodding to each other as 
they raised their glasses, that they all were sharing 
the same festive gratification of the appetite, and 



eiijoyed by thei]? friends and neighbours* Reti- •^ 
mon, as it was the principal topic of their though t% 
bfcame also the c^iief subject of their conversa- 
^49«i, and as they sate together in small «epju-« 
r^ knots, they discussed doctrinal and metiU > 
physical points of belief , balanced the nMHrits of< 
lupous preachers, compared thie creeds of con-^ 
tiding jKctSy and fortified by scriptural iquota-- 
tions those wluch they favoured. Some contestf 
arose in the course of thf^se debates, which might; 
have proceeded farther than was seemly^ but for 
the cautious interference of Miyor B^idgejiorth, 
H«: suppressed also, in the very bud, a dispute 
betwixt Gaffer Hodgeson of Charnelycot and the 
Steverend Mr SoUgrace, upon the tender subject 
of Jliy-preaching and lay-ministeri^g; par did be 
think it altogether prudent or decent jto indulge 
jtbe wishes of some.of the warmer enthusiasts of 
^ the party, who felt disposed to make the rest par- 
takers of their gifts in extemporaneous prayer 
and exposition. These were absurdities that .be- 
longed to the time, which^ however, th^ Major 
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hid fei^9e eitough to perc^ire were unfittecl, whe- 
ther the offspring of h3rpocri8y or enthunasm, for 
the present time and place. 

The Major was also instrumental in breaking 
up the party at an early and decorous hour, 86 
tbiit they left the Castle long before their rivals, 
the Cavaliers, had reached the spring-ttde of theur 
merriment ; an arrangement which afforded the 
greatest satisfaction to the lady, who dreaded the 
oonsequences which might not improbably have 
taken place, had both parties met at the saoMF 
period and point of retreat 

It was near midnight ere the greater pttrt 
of the Cavaliers, meaning such as were abl^ to 
effect their departure without assistance, with* 
drew to the village of Martindale^Moultrassie, 
with the benefit of the broad moon, to prevent 
the chance of accidents. Their shouts, and the 
burthen of their roaring chorus of— 

*< The King ihall eDJoj his own again I*' 

was heard with no small pleasure by the lady, 
heartily glad that the riot of the day was over 
without the occurrence of any unpleasant accident. 
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The rejoicing was not, however, entirely ended ; 
for the elevated Cavaliers, finding some of the vil- 
lagers still on foot around a bonfire in the street, 
struck merrily in with them— sent to Roger 
Baioe of the Feveril Arms, the loyal publican 
whom we have already mentioned, for two tubs of 
merry stingo, (as it was termed,) and lent their 
own powerful assistance at the dusting it off to 
the health of the King and the loyal General 
MoDcke. Their shouts for a long time disturb-, 
ed, and even alarmed the little village, but no en- 
thusiasm is able to withstand for ever the natural 
consequences of late hours, and potaUons pottle- 
deep. , The tumult of the exulting royalists at 
last sunk into silence, and the moon and the owl 
were left in undisturbed sovereignty over the old 
tower of the village church, which, rising white 
above a circle of knotty oaks, was tenanted by 
the bird, and silvered by the planet. 
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CHAPTER IV. 

'Twas when they raised, 'mid sap and siege, 
The banners of their rightfiil liege. 

At their she-captain's call. 
Who, miracle of woman kind, 
Lent metal to the meanest hind 

That mann'd her castle wall. 

JVill'tam S. Itosc. 

On the morning succeeding the feast, tlie Lady 
Pevcril, fatigued with the exertions and the ap- 
prehensions of the former day, kept her apart- 
ment for two or three hours later than her own 
active habits, and the matutinal custom of the 
time rendered usual. Meanwhile, Mistress Ellen- 
mere, a person of great trust in the family, and 
who assumed much authority in her mistresses 
absence, laid her orders upon Deborah, the gou- 
Ternante, immediately to carry the children to 
their airing in the park, aiild not %> let any Me 



etiter the ^Ided chamber, which was ti«uril;f 
their sporting^pkce. Deborah, who often re- 
belled, and sometimes successfully, against the 
deputed authority ef EUesmere, privately resol- 
ved that it was about to rain, and that the gilded 
chamber was a more suitable place for the child- 
rent's exercise than the wet grass of the park on 
h raw morning. 

But a woman^s brain is sometimes as inconstant 
as a popular assembly r and presently after she 
had voted the morning was like to be rainy, and 
that the gilded chamber was the fittest play-rp<MA 
for the children, Mistress Deborah came to tb# 
somewhat inconsistent resolution, that the park 
was the fittest place for her own morning walk^ 
It is certain, that during the unrestrained joviality 
^ the preceding evening, she had danced till mtd«- 
Bight with Launce Outram, the park-keeper^ 
but how far the seeing him just pass the window 
m his woodland trim, with a feather in his ha^ 
and a cross-bow under his arm, influenced the dis- 
tfepancy of the opinions Mistress Deborah {arm" 
€d coiicttning the weath^, we are tar fitom pra- 
MD^ tc^l^dss. It it enough for ia» .thaf» lo 
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Moogi asMistressEllesmere^s back was turned, Mifr» 
tress Deborah turned the children into the gilded 
chamber, not without a strict diarge (for we mual 
do her justice) to Matter Julian to tak« care o^ 
his little wife, Mistress Alice; and then, having 
taken so satisfactory a precaution, she herself 
glided into the park by the glass-door of the still- 
room, which was nearly opposite to the great 
breach. 

The gilded chamber in which the children wei^i^ 
by this arrangement, left to amuse themselves^ 
without better guardianship than what Julian^f 
manhood afforded, was a large apartment, hung 
with stamped Spanish leather, curiously gilded^ 
representing, in a mander now obsolete, but &r 
from unpleasing, a series o( tilts and combats be- 
twixt the Saracens of Grenada, and the Spaniards 
under the command of King Ferdinand t^ 
Queen Isabella, during that memorable sieg% 
which was terminated by the overthrow of th^ 
last fragments of the Moorish empire in Spain* 

The little Julian was careering about the rpoofi 
fgr:^ funuisieiQent c^ hU in£snt fnend» ^ weU aa 

Ui fmh jiimMdaiy w»th « i«ed tjbf jo^aiMpgijite 

t 
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titude of the Abencerrages and Zegris eagagcd 
in the eastern qx>rt of hurling the jerid, or ja^ 
velin ; and at times sitting down beside her, and 
caressing her into silence and good humour^ 
when the petulant or timid child chose to bei- 
come tired of remaining an inactive spectator of 
his boisterous sport ; when, on a sudden, he ob- 
served one of the pannelled compartm^itsof the 
leather hangings slide apart, so as to shew a fair 
band, with its fingers resting upon its edge, 
prepared, it would seem, to push it still farther 
back. Julian was much suiprised, and some- 
what frightened, at what he witnessed, for the 
tales of the nurs^ had strongly impressed on 
his mind the terrors of the invisible world. Yet, 
naturally bold and high-spirited, the little cbanu 
]Mon placed himself beside his defenceless sister, 
continuing to brandish his weapon in her defenot, 
as boldly as he had himself been an Abenei^rage 
of Grenada. 

The pannel, on which his eye was fixed, gra- 
dually continued to slide back, and display more 
and more of the form to which the hand apper- 
tained, until, in the dark sqpefture whidi was 

12 
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disclosed, the diildren taw the figure of a bdy 
in a mourning dresi, past the meridian of lifio^ 
but whose countenance still retained traces of 
great beauty, although the predominant chainc- 
ter both of her features and person was an ur 
of almost royal dignity« After pausing a nso* 
ment on the threshold of the portal which she 
had thus unexpectedly diseloised, and looking 
with sbme surprise at the children, whom she 
hiid not probably dbserred while engaged widi 
the management of the pannel, the stranger slefk 
ped into the apartment, and the pannel, upoR A 
touch of a spring, dosed bdbiml her so sudden^y^ 
that Juliian almost doubted it had ever been opeil» 
and began to apprehend that the whole iqppari- 
tion had been a delusion. 

The stately lady, however, advanced to him, 
and said, '^ Are not you the little Feveril ?^ 

^^ Yes,"^ said the boy, reddening, not altoge- 
ther without a juvenile feeling of that rule of 
chivalry which forbade any one to disown his 
name, whatever danger might be annexed to the 
avowal of it. 

VOL. I. 
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vl'^ Th^^ SEud the stately stranger, : ^^ gp to 
fiofixr mothcT^STOoni, and tell her tp GomeinstaiU* 
Ty to speak with me.'' • . j 

• f^ I wD^noty^'said the little Jiiiian. . 
' i >' How?'" said the lady^<i-*^f so.yoiuiginid so 
disobedient ?«-^but you do but follow tbefashiiMi 
of^ the tiflfte*. Why will* you not go^ my pretty 
boy^ when I ask it of you as « Ckvous ?i^. ;:. ir 

^ I would go, madam,'' said the boy,' ^but'''r^ 
Md he stopped short, stiU draiwing bapk m th^ 
b|dy advanced on him, but iBtillt hcddii^ by the 
hatod Alice Biidgenorth,- who, too jroung to un- 
d^tand the nature of the dialogue, dung^ trem- 
bling, to her companion. .-..,< ..^ : 
~ The stranger saw his emban;a|9»ment^ smiled, 
and remained standing fast, while die asked the 
diild once more, ^^ What are yeu afraid of, my 
brave boy-— and why should you not go to your 
mother on my errand ?" 

" Because," answered Julian, firmly, " if I 
go, little Alice must stay alone with you." 

** You are a galhuit fellow," said the lady, 
^^ and will not disgrace your blood, which never 
left the weak without protection." 
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' The boy understood her boI^ and 'still ga2ed 
%ith anxious appreheniicxn', first on heft who ad* 
dressed him, and then upon his litde oompaaidoi^ 
whose eyes, with this vacant glataoe of infancy, 
wanfdei^ from the figure ot the lady to Ihat of 
her companioilk and protector, and at length, in** 
febted by a portion of the fear which the latter^s 
magnanimous ^orts could not entirely conceal^ 
flew into Julianas arma, and dinging tof him, 
greatly augmented his alarm, and, by sereeniiAg 
aloud, rendered it very difficult for him to avoid 
the sympathetic ftor which impelled him to do 
tkesame^ 

. There was something m the manner aadbear** 
ihg'of this unexpected inmate, which might jus^ 
tify awe at least, if not fear^ when joined to th^ 
unexpected and mysterious mode in which she 
had made her appearance. Her dress was not re* 
Hiarkable, being the hobd and female riding at- 
tire of the time, such as was worii by the inferior 
class of gentlewomen ; but her black hair i^as very 
long, and several locks having escaped from un« 
der her hood, hung down dishevelled on her neck 
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and ahonMeti, Her ejes were deep black, lusen, 
and jnercingy and ber features had aomedBngr of 
a foragn exprenon. When she apok^ her km* 
gaage waa marked by a ali^t foreign accent, aL 
tboagfa, in oomtruction, it was pure English, 
Her slightest tone and gesture had the air of ona 
accustomed to command and to be obeyed; the 
recollection of whidi probably suggested to Jiu 
lian the apology he afterwards made for heing 
frightened, that he took the stranger for an ** eik* 
chanted queen.^ 

While the stranger lady and the diildren thus 
confronted each other, two persons entered ak 
most at the same instant, but from different doors, 
whose haste shewed that they had been alarmed 
by the cries of the latter. 

The first was Major Bridgnorth, whose ears 
had been alarmed with the cries of his child as 
he entered the hall, which corresponded with 
what was called the gilded chamber. His inten- 
tion had been to remain in the more public apart- 
ment, until the Lady Peyeril should make her 
appearance, with the good-natured purpose of 
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aasuring ber that the preceding day of tumult had 
passed in every respect i^preeably to his friends, 
and withcHit any of those alarming consequences 
which might have been apprehended from a ooI« 
lision belwixt the palrties. But when it is con- 
sidered how severely he had been agitated by ap^ 
prehensbns for his child's safety and health, too 
well justified by the £ste of those who had pre- 
ceded her, it will not be thought surpiising that 
the infantine screams of Alice induced hiiki to 
break through the barriers of form, and intrude 
farther into the intericNr of the house than a sense 
of strict propriety might have warranted. 

He burst into the gilded chamber, therefore, by 
a side^OOT and narrow passage, which communi* 
cated betwixt that apartment and the hall, and 
snatching the diild up in lus arms, endeavoured, 
by a thousand caresses, to stifle the screams which 
burst yet mace thickly from the little girl, on 
beholding herself in the arms of one to whose 
voice and manner she was, but for one brief in- 
terview, an entire stranger. 

Of course, Alice^ shrieks were redoubled, and 
seconded by those of JuKan Peveril, who, on the 
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appearance of this sec^d iiftttfder, was fright&ni: 
ed intb'teiiigiiatibii.of evefry moremanly ideak^f 
rescue^tban that Vhrch cottsirsib^ hi' invoking a^ 
ristancae at the very top of his hmgs. ' 

Alarmed by this noise, which itr half a ntilitlle 
became Tery^amorbor, Lady Peveril, with* whose 
apartinent'the gilded chamber Was cotitie^ed by 
a private door of commimicatioti- opettiffg into 
1^' wardrobe; entered on the 'seene. Tlie in- 
stant she appeared, the little Alice, extricating 
fabnself from the grai^ of her father, ran to- 
wards her protectress,' and when she Imd jonce 
taken hold of her skirts, not only became inlent^ 
biit turned her large bltre eyes; in which the tears 
were still glistening, with a look of wonder rather 
than alarm, towards the strahge lady. Jtilian 
liianfully recovered his reed, a weapdn which he 
had never parted with during the whole alarm, 
and stood prepared to assist his mother if there 
should be danger in the encounter betwixt her 
and the stranget. 

In fact, it miglit have puzzled an older person 
to account for the sudden and confused pause 
which thei Lady Peveril made^ as she gazed on 
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her. unexpected guest^ as if dubious whether .she 
did, or did not recognize, in^ her still beautiful 
though wasted and emaciated. fe^tures^ a coun« 
tenance which.&he had kno^^n. well under far dif» 
ferent ciroumstances* .... 

The stranger, jeemed^to understand her cause 
of besLtatipn^ for she^said in that heart-thrilling 
voice .which waa.pecuUarly her own, . 

.^^ Time andmitfortune have changed me much^ 
Margaret — that, every mirror tc^s.me—yet^ mcu 
thinks, Margaret Stanley might still have known 
Chariotte de la Tremouille,^' 

. The Lady Peveril was. little in the custom of 
giving .way to sudden emotion, but in the present 
case she thriew, herself on her knees in a rapture 
of mingled joy and grief, and half embracing 
tliose of the stranger^ exclaimed, in broken Ian* 
guage^— 

*^ My kind,, my noble benefactress^^^the prince- 
ly Countess of Derby— the royal Queen in Man: 
— could I doubt your voice, your features for a 
moment— Q, forgive^ forgive me !" 
. The Countess raised\the suppliant kinswoman '•■ 
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of her bufibaad^g house, with all the grace of one 
aoeustomed from early birth to reoeiye homage 
nd to grant protection. She Idssed the Lady Fe^ 
Tcril*s forehead, and passed her hand in a caress-* 
ing manner oyer her face as she saicU^ 

^ You too fire changed, my i&ir cousin, but it 
is a change becomes you, from a pvetty and timid 
maiden to a sage and ixmiely matron. But my 
o«m memoiy, which I onceheld a good one, has 
Uikd me strangdy, if this gentleman be Sir 
Ctedbey Peveril.'' 

^ A kind and good ne^hbour onfy, madam,'*^ 
and Lady Pfevenl ; ^^ Sir Geoffirey is at Court.^ 

*' I understood so much,^ said the Countess of 
Derby, <^ when I arriTed here last n^ht.^ 

f ^ How^ madam T said Lady P^eril~<< Did 
you atrive at Martindale Castle^-at the house g! 
Margaret Stanley, where you hare such right to^ 
command, mid did not announce your presence 
taher?'' 

^ O, I know you are a dutiful subject, Mar- 
gwet,^ answered the Countess, ^^ though it be 
in these days a rare diaraoter~but it was our 
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fieamxref'^ she added, with a tmile^ << to travel 
inoognito— -and findtng you engi^ed in general 
hospitality, we desired not to disturb you witb 
our royal presence.^ 

*' But bow and where were you lodged, m». 
dam t^ said Lady Pereril ; ^ or why should you 
hare kept secret a visit which would, if made^ 
have augmented tenfold the hi^piness of every 
true heart that rejoiced here yesterday ?** 

*^ My lodging was well cared for by EUesuMie 
—your Ellesmere now, as she was formerly 
mine-Hahe has acted as quaiter-master ere now 
you know, and ona broader scale ; ]rou>mu8t exu 
cose heiuHdie had my positive order to lodge mo 
in the most secret part ot ypur Castl»«-(here sbe 
jlointed to the sliding panneiy^-she obeyed or- 
ders in that, and I suppose also in sending yoift 
now hither.^ i 

^ Indeed I have not yet seen her,^ said the 
lady, ^^ and therefore was totally ignorant of a 
visit so joyful, so surprising*^ 

^ And I,^ said the Countess, ^^ was equalljr 
to find none but these beautiful chikU 
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tea in the apartmeDt where I thougl^ I bcacd 
youmoviog. Our EUesmere has become siUy-T- 
jour good^nature has, spoiled her*— she. has for-i^ 
gotten the discipline she learned under me.'". .> 

'^ I saW'her.muik thtx>ugfa the woi^^r said the 
'LadyiPeverik^ after amoment's vdcoUectiei^ ^Su«k 
dbubtedly to^seek -the pexsaa who has chorge^pf 
the ditildrenyiin order to iremoire then.'" -M .. o 

^ Ydurown darlings^ Ldouht^ not^^^. said tbe 
Countess, looking at. the) children^: ^^Jtfa%aret, 
Ptondence has blessed you;^ 

^ T)iattsmyiao%^ said Lady Fsverily points 
ing to Julian, who stood devouring their, dis^ 
course with greedy ear ; ^< the little girl«^I may 
call mine too.**^ Major Bridgenorth, who. had 
iff the mean time again takeji up his in&nt^ and 
was engaged in caressing it, set it down as the 
Countess of Derby spoke, idghed deeply^ and 
walked towards the oriel window. He was well 
awave that the ordinary rules of courtesy 'would 
have rendered it proper that heahould withdraw 
entirely, or at least off^r to do so ; but hfe was 
not. a man of ceremonious politeness, and he had 
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a |MUrticuliir interest in the subjects on which the 
Conntess^s discourse was likdy to tum^ which iu^ 
duced bim* to dispense with oeMmony. t The ladiea 
seemed indeed scarce to notice hispreseiiee. The 
Countess had now assumed a chair, and motion* 
ed to the Lady.PeTeriitO'iit upon a stool which 
was .placed • by her > nde^ *^ We will have old 
times once more, though there are here no roaf^ 
ing of rebel guns to drive, jou to take refuge at 
my side, and almost in my pocket.^ 

*^ I have a gun, madam,^ said little Julian^ 
^^ and the park-keeper is to teacb me how to fire 
it next year/'  . •• 

<< I will list you for my soldier, then,^ said tho 
Countess. 
< ^^ liiadies have no soldiers,^ said the boy, look* 
ing wistfully at her. .  . -. )h 

i *> H^ has the true masculine contempt of our 
frail sex, I see,'" said the Countess ; ^^ it is bcM. 
with the insolent varlets of mankind^ and shews 
itself so soon as they are out^of their long clotbefi* 
Did EUesmere never tell, you of Latham-HoMse 
and Cbarlotte of I>erby, my little, master ? 






n 



108 .IPStSBIt OF Tflfi PiKAK. 

^ A tbouflaad^boasand times,'*^ said the hoy, 
edkwring ; ^ and how the Queen of Mali de- 
fended it six weeks agfdnst three thousand Round- 
heads, under Rogue Harrison the butcher.'' 

^ It was jrour mother defended Latham- 
House,'* said the Countess, *^ not I, my little 
Soldierw-Hadst tliou been there, thou kadst been 
die best aqptain cyf the three.'' 

>^ Do not say so, madam," said the boy,^ fov 
mamma would not toudi a gun for all the uni- 
verse." 

^ Not I, indeed, Julian," said fais modier ; 
^^ there I was for certiun, but as useless^a part of 
the garrison— -" 

*' You forget," said the Countess, ** you nur- 
sed our hospital-, and made lint for the soldiers' 
woundsJ" 

<< But did not papa ocHne to help you ?" said 
Julian. 

^^ Papa came at last," said the Countess, ^< and 
so did Prince Rupert — ^but not, I think, till they 
were both heartily wished for.— Do you remem- 
ber that mornings Margaret, when the round- 
headed knaves, that kept us pent up so long, re- 
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treated without bog or baggage, at the first ^noe 
of the Prlnce'^s standards appearing on the hiU-«N 
and how jou took every high-crested captain you 
saw for Peveril of the Peak, that had been your 
partner three months before at the^ueen^s mask? 
Nay, never bhish for the thought of it-4t was 
an honest affection-— *and though it wHs the fkvu» 
sic of trumpets that accompanied you both te 
the old diapd, which was almost entirdy ruinisd 
by the enemy^s bullets ; and though Prince Ru^ 
pert, when he gave you away at the altar, was 
clad in buff and bandalier, with pistols in his belt^ 
yet I trust these warlike signs Were no type of 
future discord ?^ 

^^ Heaven has been kind to me,^ said Lady 
Peveril, ** in blesding me with an affectionate 
husband.^ 

^' And in preserving him to you,*" said the 
Countess, with a deep si^ ; ^^ while mine, alas t 
sealed with his blood his devotion to his king— 
O, had he lived to see this day T 

^^ Alas ! alas I that he was not permitted r an* 
swered Lady Peveril ; ^^ how had that hraveand 
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fidMe IBnci rejoietd in the uxjhoipad^r if^demp- 

' ^pi)»C!fMiiitB8slooke(iop LadjPeveril withan 

 ** Theil htoA > not' then iieftrd,' cousin, Imw ^it 
iMii& wtth our liouse ?^^How indeed had vaj 
noble ^tord*v)i^deredy liod beibeen toid>tluit:the 
^ry^moilai^ for HdiBim ite^^^^ down ^faii noble 
l^^on the s^stffdid'iBit Boltons k Moo*, idioald 
mdikd^itiiis^flrst aet i^t^tsUs^redLmbm^i^ 
ipl«te the doBtructioti of^<mri]pisopcHrtPpi^?ijdrefidy 
x^ett* nigh ^rdiii^d 1«l the* Wyit «aiis^ flMi fiat per- 
'necuoe nie his widow r ' - -^i^*" -■''-• i'iP*^ ■-« >' 

^ You astonish me, madam !^ siHd'the 'Lady 
F)e^Fel-il ; ^^ it o^nnot b^, t\M yotp^->4hat yon, the 
wife of ih6 gtdlttit, the fiiithful,^ the murdered 
Earl— -you, Countess of Derby, and Queen in 
Man— you, who took on yott eren the ch^fracter 
bf a soldier, a^nd seetned a man when so many men 
proTed women^-^-4hat yot; should susliain etil from 
the event which has Adfilled— -exceeded-^tUe 
hopes of every faithful subject—- it cannot bel^ 

** Thou art as simple, I see, in tlns^ world^s 
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knowledge as ever, my fmr c6u€in,^ answered the 

Countess. ^^ This Restoration^ which has ^ven 

others security, has placed me in danger-^this 

change which relieved other royalists, seance less 

zealous, I presume to think, -than I--Jias sent 

me here a ibgitive, land in concealment, to»b^ 

shelter, and assistaiH^ from you, fair cousin.^ . « 

; M, From me,^ answered the Lady Feveril— 

f^ from me, whose youth your kindness shekoted 

«-^from the wife of Peveril^ your gallantX^d^i 

companion- in arm»— >you have a right 1o cobi- 

mand every thing; but alas! that you shoisld 

need such assistance as I can jrender<*^£Drgi]re 

me, but it seems like some iU-omened visioA «f 

the night-^I^listen to your words as if I hoped 

to be relieved from their painful import by awa-> 

kening.'*' 

*^ It is indeed a dream-^— « vision,^^ said the 

Countess of Derby ; ^^ but it needs no seer to read 

it— *the explanation bath been long since givei^*^ 

Put not your fmtb in princes. I can soon remove 

your surprise*— This gentleman, your friend, 

is doubtless Aone^^ ?^ 

The Lady Peveril well knew that thq Cava* 

15 
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Ikrsy like other factions, usurped to themsdveil 
the exdusii^ denominatioa of the hone^ pcfftj* 
and she felt some ^fficulty in expUunbg thai her 
visitor was not honest in that sense of the wonL 

*^ Had we not better retbe, madam,^ she said 
to the Countess, rising, as if in order to attend 
her. But the Countess retained her seat. 

^ It was but a question of habit^^ she said ; 
^ 4he g^GLtleman^s princifdes are nothing to me$ 
toft whait I ha¥e to tell you is widely bbused^ and 
I oare not. who hears niy share of it. You re« 
tnembeiw^you must have heard, for I think Mu> 
garet Stanley woukl not be indifiemt to my fate 
—that after my husband^s murther at Bolton, I 
took up the standard which he never dropped un- 
til his death, and displayed it with my own hand 
in our Sovereignty of Man." 

<^ I did indeed hear so, madam," said the Lady 
Peveril ; <^ and that you had bidden a bold defi-^ 
anoe to the rebel government, even after all other 
parts of Britain had submitted to them. My 
husband, Sir Geoffrey, deagned at one time to 
have gone to your assistance with some few fol« 
lowers ; but we learned that the island was ren- 

8 
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dered to the Parliament party, and that you, 
dear^Bt lady, were thrown into prison.**^ 

<^ But you heard not,^ said* the Countess, 
^^ how that disaster befel me;«>*Margaret ^ I would 
haye held out that islknd against the knaves as 
long ds the Sea continued to flow around it. Till 
the shodls which surround it had become safe 
anchorage— till its precipices had melted with the 
sunshine— till of all its strong abodes and easily 
not one stone remcdned upon another, would I* 
have defended against these villainous hypocritical 
rebels, my dear husband^s hereditary dominion.: 
The little kingdom of Man should have been 
yielded ofoly when not an arm was left to wield' 
a sword, not a finger to draw a trigger in its de- . 
fence. But treachery did what force could ne* 
ver have done^ When We had foiled various 
attempts upon the island by open force— treason 
accomplished what Blake and Lawson, with thrir 
floating castles, had found an enterprize too ha* - 
zardous— a base rebel, whom we had nursed in 
our own bosoms, betrayed us to the enemy. This « 
wretch was named Christian- 

VOL. I. • . H 
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. Major BlUkgeiiorth 8t«rted and lunied< towaEds 
the speaker, but kiitantly seened to recolfecl him^ 
^d^and agaki averted' bis &oe. TkeCountess pro- 
ceeded, without Dotieiiig the intemiptioay wbidi, 
howeyer!, raliher surprised Lady Feveril, who was 
aoquaiatedwtdi her ndghbour^s general habitaof 
ladifferenoe and apathy, and therefore the mote 
surprised at histeirtifying such sudden symptona 
of interest She would once againha^e moved 
the Countess to retire to another apwUnent, but 
Lady Der1:>y proceedednith too nuich- vehemence 
to endure int^imiption. 

^ This Christian,^ she siud, ^ had eaten of my 
lord his sover^gn'*s bread, and drank of his cup, 
even fk'om childhood— -for his fathers had been 
faithful servants to the house of Man and Der- 
by. He himself had fought bravely by my hui*< 
band^s side, ami' enjoyed all his confidence ; and 
when he was martyred by the rebels, he reconu 
mended tome, amongst other instructions commu- 
nicated in the last message I received from him, to 
conlinue.my confidence in Christianas fidelity. I 
obeyed, although I- never loved the man. He waa 
cold and phlegmatic, and utterly devoid of that^sa- 
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cttd Are which is the incentive to noble deeds, sus- 
pected too of leaning to the cold metaphysics ct 
calvini^tic subtlety. But he was brave^ wisei 
and experienced, and, as the event proved, pos- 
sessed but too much interest with the islanders* 
When these rude people saw themselves without 
hope of relief, and pressed by a blockade, whicb 
brought want and disease into their island, they 
began to fall off from the futh which they had 
hitherto shewn.^ 

" What I"* said the Lady Peveril, •< could they 
forget what was due to the widow of their bt^d^ 
faotor---8he who had shared with the genei^bus 
Derby the task of bettering their conditidn f^ 

<< Da not blame them,** said the Couiiteiss ; 
*^ the rude herd acted but according to their kind 
— ^in present distress they forgot farmer benefits^ 
and, nursed in their earthen hovels, with spiritt 
sotted to their dwellings, they were incapaUe of 
feeling the glory which is attached to constancy 
in suffering. But that Christian should have 
headed their revolt-^tliat he, bom a gentlemmii 
and bred under my murdered Derby*s own ctkt 
in all that wat ohivairotts and nobto>«4bAt he 

90 
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should have forgot a hundred benefits— -why do 
I talk of benefits ? — 'that he should hare forgotten 
that kindly interooutse which binds man to man 
&r more than the reciprocity of obligation^-^that 
he should have headed the rufiians who broke 
suddenly into my apartment — immured me with 
my infants in one of my own castles, and assu- 
med or usurped the tyxiumy of thfi islnnd' nthat 
this should have been done by William Christ 
tian, my vassal, my servant, my friend, was a 
deed of ungrateful treachery, whidi even this age 
of treason will scarcely parallel !" 

" And you were then imprisoned,^^ said the 
Lady Peveril, *^ aiid in your own sovereignty P*** 
. ^' For more than seven years I have oidured 
strict captivity,^ said the Countess. ^^ I. was in- 
deed offered my liberty, and even some means of 
support, if I would have consented to leave the 
island, and pledged my word that I would not 
endeavour to repossess my son in his father^s 
rights. But they little knew the princely house 
firom which I spring— rand as Uttle the royal house 
of Stanley which I uphold, who hoped to hum- 
faie Charlotte pf, TremouilLe into .so base a oom- 
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position. I would rather have starved in the 
darkest and lowest vault of Kuffin Castle, than 
have consented to aught which might diminish in 
one hair's breadth the right of my son over his 
father's sovereignty.'* 

^^ And could not your firmness, in a case where 
hope seemed lost, induce them at once to be ge- 
nerous, and dismiss you without conditions ?^ ' 

" They knew me better than thou dost, wench,'? 
answered the Countess ; *' once at liberty, I had 
not been long without the means of disturlnng 
their usurpation, and Christian would have as 
soon uncaged a lioness to combat with her, as have 
given me the slightest power of returning to the 
struggle with him. But time had liberty and 
revenge in store^— I had still friends and parti- 
zans in the island, though they were compelled 
to give way to the storm. Even among the 
islanders at large, most had been disappointed in 
the effects which they expected from the change 
of power. They were loaded with exactions by 
their new masters, their privileges were abridged, 
and their immunities abolished, under pretext et 
reducing them to the same condition with theothcr 
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subjects of the pretended repuUic. Wh«i the 
news arrived of the changes which were current in 
Kitain, these sentiments were privatdy commu* 
nicated to me ; and a risng, effected as sudden- 
ly and effectually as that which had made me a 
captive, placed me at liberty and in possession of 
the Sovereignty of Man, as R^ent for my son, 
the youthful Earl of Derby, Do you think I 
enjoyed that sovereignty long without doing jus- 
tice on that traitor Christian P^ 

^ How, madam,^^ said Lady Peveril, who^ 
though she knew the high and ambitious spirit 
of the Countess, scarce anticipated the exti^emi^ 
ties to which it was capable of hunrying her-^ 
•* Have you imprisoned Christian ?** 

^^ Ay, wench«— in that sure prison which felon 
never breaks from,^ answered the Countess. 

Bridgenorth, who had insensibly approached 
them, and was listening with an agony of interest 
lyhich he was unable any longer to suppress, 
broke in with the stern exclamation— 

" Lady, I trust you have not dared ^" 

The Countess interrupted him in her turn. 

'* I know not who you are who questipn — and 



you know not me when you speak to me of that 
which I dare^ or dare not, do. But you seem ini^ 
rested in t]ie fate of this Christian^ and you shall 
hear it. — I was no sooner placed in possession of mjr 
rightful power, than I ordered the Doomstet of 
the island to hold upon the traitor a High CouH 
of Justice, with all the formalities of the isle, as 
prescribed in its oldest records. The court yNi$ 
held in the open air, before the judges and keysi 
seated upon chairs of the living rock*«the orimlU 
nal was heard at length in his own defence, whiok 
amounted to little more than those spedous allflh 
glances of public consideration, which ate.ertr 
used to colour the ugly front of treason. He was 
fully convicted of his crime, and he received the 
doom of a traitor.^ 

^^ But which I trust is not yet executed .^ said 
Lady Peveril, not without an involuntary shud- 
der. 

^* You are a fool, Margaret,^ said the Coaoh 
tess sharply ; *^ think you I delayed such an 
act of justice, until some wretched intrigue* of 
the new English Court might have prompted 
their interference ? No^ wc^cb^he passad from 
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the judgment-seat to the [dace of execution, imh 
no farther delay than might be necessary fcr his 
isours sake. ^He >^aB shot to death in the coort. 
yard of Peel Castle^ by ^ file of musketeers.^^ 

Bridgenorth clasped his hands together, wrung 
them, and groaned bitterly. 

^^ As you seem interested for this criminal,'^ 
added the Countess, addressing Bridgenorth, f< J 
do him but justice in reporting to you, that his 
death was firm and manly, becoming the general 
tenor of his life, which, but for that gross act of 
traitorous ingratitude, had been fair and hooKHir- 
ohle. Butwhatof that? The hypocrite is a saint, 
and the false traitor a man of honour, till oppor. 
tunity, that feiithful touchstone, proves their me- 
tal to be base." 

" It is false, woman — ^it is false !** said Bridge- 
north, no longer suppresdng his indignatiop. 

" What means this bearing, Master Bridge- 
north r said Lady Peveril, much surprised. 
*^ What is this Christian to you, that you should 
insult the Countess of Derby under my roof ?T* 

" Speak not to me of Countesses and of cere- 
monies^" said Bridgenorth; ^' grief and anger 
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leave me no leisure for idle observances, to hu- 
mour the vanity of overgrown children.— .0 Chris- 
tian-p-r-worthy, well worthy of the name thou didst 
bear ! My friend*— my brother— the brother of 
my blessed Alice-*-^e only, friend of my desolate 
estate ! art thou then cruelly murdered by. a fe- 
male fury, who, but for thee, had deservedly paid 
with her own blood that of God'^s saints, which 
she, as well as her tyrant husband, had spilled like 
water !-— Yes, cruel murtheress !^ he continued, 
addressing the Countess, ^^ he whom thou hast 
butchered in thy insane vengeance, sacrificed for 
many a year the dictates of his own conscience 
to the interest of thy family, and did not desert 
it till thy frantic zeal for royalty had well nigh 
brought to utter perdition the little community 
in which he was born. Even in confining thee, 
he acted but as the friends of the madman^ who 
bind him with iron for his own preservation ; and 
for thee, as I can bear witness, he was the only 
barrier between thee and the wrath of the Com- 
mons of England, and but for his earnest remon- 
strances thou hadst suffered the penalty of thy 

malignancy, even like the wicked wife of Ahab."^ 

11 



128 1»£VKK1L OF TUK PEAK. 

*^ Master Bridgenortb^^ said Lady P^veril, 
<< I will allow for your impatience upon hearing 
these unpleasing tidings ; but there is neither use 
nor propriety in further urging this question. If 
in your grief you forget other restraints, I pray 
you to remember that the Countess is my guest 
and kinswoman, and is under such protection as I 
can afford her. I beseech you, in simple courtesy, 
to withdraw, as what must needs be the best and 
most becoming course in these trying circum- 
stances.^ 

^^ Nay, let him remain,^ said the Countess, re- 
garding him with composure, not unmmgled 
with triumph ; ^^ I would not have it otherwise ; 
I would not that my revenge should be summed 
up in the stinted gratification which Christianas 
death hath afforded. This man^s rude and cla- 
morous grief only proves that the retribution I 
have dealt has been more widely felt than by the 
wretched sufferer himself. I would I knew that 
it had but made sore as many rebel hearts, as there 
were loyal breasts afflicted by the death of my 
princely Derby !^ 

^ please you, madam,*^ said Lady Feveril, 
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** since Master Bridgenorth hath not the man* 
ners to leave us upon my request^ vre will^ if your 
ladyship lists, leave him, and retire to my apart- 
ment. — Farewell, Master Bridgenorth ; we will 
meet hereafter on better terms.^ 

'^ Pardon me, madam/^ said the Major, who 
had been striding hastily through the room, but 
now stood fast, and drew himself up, as one who 
has taken a resolution ;— -^^ to yourself I have no- 
thmg to say but whi^t is respectful ; but to this 
woman I must speak as a magistrate. She has 
confessed a murder in my presence-^the murder 
too of my l»rother-in-lavr-»«s a man, and as a 
magistrate, I cannot permit her to pass froqii 
hence, excepting under such custody as may pre- 
vent her further flight. She has already confess- 
ed that she is a fugitive, and in search of a plaee 
of concealment, until she should be able to f scape 
into foreign parts.-^Charlotte, Countess of Der- 
by, I attach thee of the crime of which thou hast 
but now made thy boast.^^ 

^^ I shall not obey your arrest,^ said the Count* 
CSS, composedly ; *^ I was born to give, but not 
to receive such orders. What have your EogUsh 
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laws to do with my acts of justice and of govern- 
ment, witliin my son^s hereditary kingdom ? Am 
I not Queen of Man, as well as Countess of 
Derby ?, A feudatory Sovereign indeed ; but yet 
independent so long as my dues of homage are 
duly dijscharged. What right can you assert over 

mer 

" That given by the precept of scripture,^ an- 
swered Bridgenorth— ** * Whoso spilleth man'*s 
blood, by man shall his blood be i^illed.^ Think 
not that the barbarous privileges of ancient feudal 
customs Will avail to screen you from the punish- 
ment due for an Englishman murthered upon 
pretexts inconsistent with the act of indemnity.^^ * 

** Master Bridgenorth,^ said Lady Peveril, 
" if by fair terms you desist not from your pre- 
sent purpose, I tell you that I neither dare, nor 
will, permit any violence against this honourable 
lady, within the walls of my husband^s Castle.'* 

*' You will find yourself unable to prevent me 
from executing my duty, madam,*** said Bridge- 
north, whose native obstinacy now came in aid of 
his grief and desire of revenge ; ^'^ I am a magis- 
trate, and act by authority/' 
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<* I know not that,'' said Lady Peveril. " That 
you were a magistrate, Master Bridgenorth, un- 
der the late usurping powers, I know well ; but 
till I heat of your having a commission in the 
name of the King, I now hesitate to obey you 
as such.'' 

^^ I shall stand on small ceremony," said 
Bridgenorth. ^^ Were I no magistratie, every man 
has title to arrest for murder i^aiast the terms 
of the indemnities held out by the King's pro^ 
clamations, and I will make my point good." 

" What indemnities ? What proclamations ?'• 
said the Countessof Derby, indignantly. '< Charles 
Stuart may, if he pleases, (and it doth Beem to 
please him,) consort with those whose hands 
have been red with the blood, and blackened 
with the plunder, of his father and of his loyal 
subjects. He may forgive them if he will, and 
count their deeds good service. What has that 
to do with this Christian's offence against me and 
mine ? Born a Manksman — ^brcd and nursed 
in the island— he broke the laws undcy which he 
lived, and died for the breach of them, after the 
fair trial which they allowed.*— Methinks, Mar- 
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gftret, wc hate ^mmgli of this peevish and foolfsh 
flliagistrate--^I attend you to your apartment.^ 

Mnjor Brklgenorth placed himself betwixt 
them and the door, in a manner whfieh shewed 
him determined to interrupt their passage ; when 
the Lady Feverll, who thought she had already 
shewed more deference to him in this matter than 
her husbMd wiis likely to approve of, raised her 
veiee, and eaflled loudly on her steward, Whita<* 
ker. That alert person, who had heard high 
talking, and a flemale voice with which h^ was 
Unacquainted, had remained for severkl mmutes 
stationed m the anti-room, much afflicted with 
the anxiety of his own curioftity. Of couYisd he 
entered in an imstant. 

" Let three of the men instantly take arms,** 
said his lady ; " bring them into the anti-room, 
and Wait my farther oilers.'' 
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CHAPTER V. 

Yoii shall have no worse prison than my chamber, 

Nor jailor than myself. 

The Captain, 



The command which Lady Pevcril laid on 
her domestics to arm themselyes^ was so unlike 
the usual gentle acquiescence of her manners, 
that Major Bridgenorth was astonished. *^ How 
mean you, madam ?^^ said he ; ^^ I thought myself 
under a friendly roof.^ 

*^ And you are so, Master Bridgenorth,"^ said 
the Lady Peveril, without departing from the na- 
tural calmness of her voice and manner ; " but 
it is a roof which must not be violated by the 
violence of one friend against another."'' 

"It is well, madam,"" said Bridgenorth, turning 
to the door of the apartment. " The worthy Mas- 
ter Solsgrace has already foretold, that the time 
was rttumed when high houses and proud names 
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should be once more an excuse fbr the crimes of 
those utrho inhabit the one and bear the other. I 
believed him not, but now see he is wiser than I. 
Yet think not I will endure this tamely. The 
blood of my brother— of the friend of my bo- 
som — shall not long call from the altar, ^ How 
long, O Lord, how long !^ If there is one spark 
of justice left in this unhappy England, that 
proud woman and I shall meet where sh6 can 
have no partial friend to protect her." 

So laying, he w£^ about to leave the apartment, 
whefn Lady Peveril said, ^ You depart not from 
this place, Master Bridgenorth, unless you give 
me your word to renounce all purpose against 
the noble Countesses liberty upon the present oc- 
casion.''^ 

*' I would sooner," answered he, " subscribe 
to my own dishonour, madam, written down in 
express words, than to any such composition. 
If any man offers to interrupt me, his blood 
be on his own head." As Major Bridgenorth 
spoke, Whitaker threw open the door, and 
shewed thatj with the alertness of an old sol- 
dier, who was not disfdeased at seeing things 
tend once more towards a state of warfare, he 
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had got with him four stout fellows in the Knight 
of the Peak's livery, well armed with swords and 
carabines, biiff-coats, and pistols at their girdles. 
. << I will see,^^ said Major Bridgenorth, ^< if 
any of these men be so desperate as to stop me^ 
a free-born Englishman, and a magistrate, in< the 
discharge of my duty.'* 

So saying, he advanced upon Whicaker and 
his armed assistants, with his .hand on the hill of 
his sword. 

^< Do not be so desperate, Master Bridgenorth,^ 
cxcUumed Lady Peveril ; and added^in the satiie 
moment, << Lay« hold upon; and disarm him,' 
Whitaker ; but do him no injury.** 

Her commands were obeyed. • Bridgenorth, 
though a man of moral resolution, was not one of 
those who undertake to cope in person with odds 
of a description so formidable. He half drew his 
sword, and offered such show of- resistance as 
made it necessary to secure him by actual force ; 
but then yielded up his weapon, and declared, 
that, submitting to force which one man was un- 
able to resist, he made those who commanded/ 
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and who employed it, responsible for assaiiing his 
Hberfy without a legal warrant. 

** Nerer mind a warrant for a pinch, Master 
Bridgenorth,^ said old Whitaker ; " sure enough 
ytnt have often acted upon aworse yourself. My 
lady**) word is as good a warrant, sure, as Old 
NolPs commission; and you^bore that many a 
day. Master Bridgeiunrth, and laid me in the 
stocks iot drinking the Kings's heidth, Master 
Bridgenorth, and never cared a farthing about 

tb0 laws of England."' ' 

<< Hold your WAtj tongue, Whitaker,^* toid^ 
th« Lady Peveril; *^ and do you. Master Bridge^ 
north, not take it to heart that you isire detained 
prisoner for a few hours, until the Countess ot 
Derby can have nothing to fear from your pitr- 
mxU I could easily send an escort with her that 
isii^bt bid a defiance to any ft>rea you could mvs* 
t^ ; but I wish. Heaven knoirs, to bury the re- 
iQQmbf ance of old cinl disseninons, not to awaken 
new. Once more, will you think better on it — 
awume your sword again, and forget whom you 
hty« now aeqn at Martlcdalc Castle P'* 

" Never,'' said Bridgefiorth. " The cfima of 
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this cruel woman will be the last of hiunjoi ki- 
juries which I caa £orget. The last thought of 
earthly kind which will leaive me, wiU be the dis- 
sire that justice shall be dooe on herJ^' 

^^ If such be jroor senidinents,^ said liadj Pe- 
TerUi *^ though they are mare allied to levenge 
than to justice^ I must proiride for vtky friendi's 
uSety^ by putting restraint on your person^ In 
this room you will be supplied with every neceft- 
sary of life, and every convenience ; and a mes- 
sage shall relieve your domestics of the anxiety 
which your absence from the.Hall is not. unlikely 
to occasion. When a few hours^ at most two 
days, areover, I will myself relieve yovi from con- 
finement, and demand your pardon for now acting 
•aa your obalinacy compels me to do.^ 

The Major made no anawer, excepting that he 
was in her. hands^ and must, submit to her pies- 
sure ; and then turned sullenly to the window, as 
if desicoua to bet rid of thi^ presence. 

The Countess and the Lady Fev^ril left the 
apastmoit arm in am ; and the lady issued forth 
her directions te^Whitaker concerning the node 
in wUfib she waad^oouethat Brid|eiiQtth>flAiould 
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be guarded and treated' during his- temporary 
"confinemcfnt ;.'at the same time explainingto him, 
-that the safety of the-Countess of Derby required 
that he should be closely watched. 
* - ' In all proposals for the prisoner^ security, such 
as the regular relief of guards, and the like, Whit- 
<aker joyfully acquiesced, and undertook,' body 
for body, that he should be detained in captivity 
for the necessary period. But the old steward'was 
not half so docile when it came to be considered 
how the captive^s bedding and table should be 
supplied ; and he thought Lady Peveril display- 
ed a very undue degree of attention to her pri- 
soner'^s comforts. ** I warrant,'' he said, " that 
.the cuckoldy: Roundhead ate enough of our fat 
beef yesterday to serve him for a month i; and a 
little fasting will do his health good. Marry, for 
drink, he shall have plenty of cold water to cool 
.his hot liver, which I will be bound is still hiss- 
ing with the strong liquors of yesterday. And 
as for bedding, there are the fine dry boards — 
more. wholesome than die wet straw I lay upon 
•when I was in the atocks, I trow.'' 
i " Whitaker," said the lady, peremptorily, *? I 
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desire you to provide Master Bridgenorth^s bed- 
ding and food in the way I have already signified 
to you ; and to behave yourself towards him in 
all civility.'' i 

" Lack-a*day I yes, my lady," said Whitaker ; 
^^ you shall have all your directions punctually, 
obeyed ; but as an old servant, I cannot but- 
speak my mind.'' . . 

The ladies retired after this conference with 
the steward in the anti-chamber, and were soon 
seated in another apartment, which was peculiar- 
ly dedicated to the use of the mistress of the 
mansion — having on the one side, access to the 
family bed-room ; and on the other, to the still- 
room which communicated with the garden. 
There was also a small door which, ascending a 
few steps, led to that balcony, already mention-' 
ed, that overhung the kitchen; and the same 
passage, by a separate door, admitted to the prin- 
cipal gallery in the chapel ; so that the spiritual. 
and temporal affaurs of the Castle were plaeed 
almost at once within reach of the same regula-r 
ting and directing eye. 
. In the- tt^stried* room, from 'which issued^ 
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diese imons sallj-pcnts, the CountesB and Ladj 
Peiireril weaat speedily .seated ; aod the fiicmer, 
smitiDg upon the latter, said, as she took lier 
hand, ^' Two things have happened to-day firhich 
xni^t luMne 'surptbeoi me, if any tbang ought to 
sorprtsette ki «acfa times ;«^tfae first is, that yon- 
der round-iieaded fedlowaboakl lia^re dared to 
use such insolence in the house of Peverilof tiw 
Beak, if yovr kudbaed is yet the same honest 
and doimright cavaEor wkom I once knew, Asd 
had dianced to be at home, be ironld have thirowa 
the kaave out of wiadev. But "what I umiw 
der at still more, Mai^anet, is your geaenldiip. 
I hardly thought you iuid courage sufficient to 
have taken such decided measures, after keeping 
on tenne with the maa so long. When he spoke 
of justices and warrants, you koked so over* 
awed that I thought I felt the ciutch of the pa^ 
rish-beadles on my shoulder, to drag me Id pi- 
skm as a vagrant.*^ 

^ We owe Master Biidgenordi some deferenoe, 
my dearest lady,* answeced the Lady Pereril ; 
^^ he has served us often, and kindly, in these 
late timos ; jbiit neither iie» par moj am eke^ shall 
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insult the Countess of Derby in the house of 
Margaret Stanley.^ 

*^ Thou art become a perfect heroine, Marga- 
ret,^ replied the Countess. 

*^ Two sieges, and alarms innumerable,^ said 
Lady Peveril, <^ may have taught me presence 
of mind. My courage is, I believe, as slender as 
ever.^ 

** Presence of mind is courage,*^ answered the 
Countess. *< Real valour consists not in being 
insensible to danger, but in being prompt to con- 
front and disarm it ;«— and we may have pres«it 
occasion for all that we possess,^' she added, vdth 
some slight emotion, ^* for I hear the trampling 
of horses^ steps on the pavement of the court.^ 

In one moment, the boy Julian, breathless with 
joy, came flying into the room, to say that papa 
was returned, with Lamington and Sam Brewer; 
and that he was to ride Black Hastings to the 
stable. In the second, the tramp ci the honest 
Knight^s heavy jack-boots was heard, as, in Ins 
haste to see his lady, he ascended the staircase by 
two steps at a time; He burst into the room ; his 
manly countenance and disordered dress shewing 
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marker that he had been riding fast ; and without 
looking to any one else, caught his good lady in 
his anns, and kissed her a dozen of times.— - 
Blushing, and with some diflSculty, Lady Peve- 
ril eiLtricated herself from Sir Geoffrey's arms ; 
and in a \qice of bashful and gentle rebuke, bid 
him, for shame, observe who was in the room, i 

^* One,^ said the Countess, advancing to faim» 
.^^ who is right giad to see that Sir Greoffrey Pe- 
veril, though turned courtier and favourite, stilly 
values the treasure which she had some share in 
bestowing upon him. You cannot have forgot 
the raising of the leaguer of Latham*House.^ -k 

" The noble Countess of Derby !'^ said Sir 
Geoffrey, doffing hb plumed hat with an air of 
deep'deference, and kissing with much reverence 
the hand which she held out to him ; ^^ I am 'as 
glad to see your ladyship in my poor house, as I 
would be to hear that they had found a vein of 
lead in the Brown Tor. I rode hard, in hope to 
be your escort through the county. I feared 
you might have fallen into bad hands, hearing 
there was a knave sent out with a warrant from 
the Council.^' .. i 

3 
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" When heard you so ? and from whom ?^ 
** It was f romCholmondley of Vale-Royal,^ said 
Sir Geoffrey ; " he is down to make provision for 
your safety, through Cheshire ; and I promised 
to bring you there in safety. Prince Rupert^ Or* 
mond, and other friends, do not doubt the matter 
will be driven to a fine ; but they say the Chancel- 
lor, and Harry Bennet, and sdme others of the 
over-sea councillors, are furious at what they call 
a breach of the King^s proclamation. Hang them ,: 
say I !— They left, us to bear all the beating ; and 
now they are incensed that we should wish to 
clear scores with those .who rode us like iiight- 
mares !'' 

" What did they talk of for my chastisement?^' 
said the Countess. 

" I wot not,^ said Sir Geoffrey ; " some friends,* 
as I said, from our kind Cheshire and others, tried 
to bring it to a fine ; but the others spoke of no- 
thing but the Tower, and a long imprisonment.^. 
^* I have suffered imprisonment long enough 
for King Charles's sake," said the Countess; 
*^ and have no mind to undergo it at his hand.- 
Bcsidcs, if I am removed, from die personal su« 
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perintendaoce of my son's dominions in Man, I 
know not vbat new usurpation may be attempt- 
ed there. I must be oU^ed to you, oousin, to 
contrive that I may get in security to Vale Royal, 
and from thence I know I shall be guarded safe- 
ly to LiverpooL^ 

^ You may rely on my guidance and pn>tec- 
lion, noUe hriy;' answered her host, « though, 
you had come here at midnight, and with the 
rogue^s head in your apron, like Judith in the. 
Hdy Apocrypha, which I joy to hear once more 
read in churches.^ 

*^ Do the gentry resort much to the court ?^ 
said the lady. 

" Ay, madam,^ replied Sir Geoffrey ; <^ and 
according to our saying, when miners do begin 
tobore in these parts, it is jf&r the Grace of God, 
and what they there mayjmd^ 

^^ Meet the cdd Cavaliers with much counte- 
nance,^ continued the Countess. 

<^ Faith, madam, to speak truth,"* replied the 
Knight, <^ the King hath so gracious a manner, 
that it makes every man's hopes blossom, though 
we have seen but few that have ripened into 
fruit.^ 
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" You haTe not, yourself, my ooubid,^ ans wer- 
ed the Courvtess, ^ had room to complum of i». 
gratitude, I trust ? Few hare less detervad it $lt 
the King's hand.^ 

Sir Geoffrey was 4iDinlIia3g, like most prudent 
pa:Bons, to own the existeoce of expeetatioas 
wiuch liad proved faiiaeious, yet had too little 
€ut m his character <o conceal his disappointment 
entirely, ^ Who ? I, madam?"' he said ; ^' Alas 1 
what should a poor oountry knight expect from 
the K^g, besides tlie pleasure of seeing him ia 
Whitehall once more, and enjoying bis own 
again f And his Majesty was very gracious when 
I was presented, and spoke to me of Worcester, 
and of my horse. Black Hastings^^e had {&rgot 
his name though— -faith, and mine too, I believe, 
had not Prince Rupert whtspeved him. And I 
saw some old friends, such as his Grace of Or- 
DMHid, Sir Marmaduke Langdale, Sir Philip 
Mui^ave, and so forth ; and had a jolly rouse 
or two, to the tune of old times.^ 

*^ I should hare thought so many wounds re- 
ceiTed— -so many dangers risked— Hsuch consider- 
aUe losses««merited something more than a few 
smooth words,"" said the CountesQ. 
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- *^ Nay, my lady, . there were other i friends of 
mine who :had the same thought,^, answered 
Peveril. ^^ Some were of opinion that the loss 
of so many acres of fair land was worth isome 
reward of. honour at least ; .and there were, who 
thought my descent from William the Conquer- 
or«-»craving your ladyship^s pardon for boast- 
ing it in your presence-^would not have be- 
come a higher rank, or title worse than the pedi- 
gree of some. who. have been promoted. But 
what said the witty 'Duke of Buckingham^ for- 
sooth P (whose grandsire was a Lestersbire Knight 
•—rather poorer, and scarce so well-born as my- 
self )— Why , he said, that if all of my degree who 
deserved well of the.King in the late times, were 
to be made peers, the House of Lords must nn^et 
upoa Salisbury Plain r ; . 

" And that bad jest passed for a good argu- 
ment ?'^ said the Countess ; " and well it might, 
when good arguments pass for bad jests. — But 
here comes one I must be acquainted with.*" 

This was little Julian, who now re-entered 
the hall, leading. his little sister, as .if- he had 
brought her to bear witness to. the boastful: tale 



PEVEUTL OF THE 1>EAK. 141 

VJiich he told his father, of his having manfully 
xidden Black Hastings to the stable-yard, alone 
in the saddle; and that Saunders, though he 
'Mralked by the horse^s head, did not once put his 
hand upon the rein, and Brewer, though he stood 
beside him, scarce held him by the shoulder. The 
father kissed the boy heartily ; and the Countess; 
calling him to her so soon as Sir GeofiVey had 
set him down, kissed his forehead also, and then 
surveyed all his features with a keen and pene- 
trating eye. 

. " He is a true Peveril,^ said she, " mixed as 
he should be with some touch of the Stanley; 
Cousin, you must grant me my boon, and when 
I am safely established, and. have my present 
affair arranged^ you must let me have this littld 
Julian of your^s some time hence, to be nur- 
tured in my house, held as my page, and the 
play-fellow of the little Derby.— I trust in Hea- 
ven, they will be such friends as their fathers 
have been, and may God send them more fortu- 
nate times !'\ 

" Marry, and I thank you for the proposal 
with all my he^rt, madam,'' said the Knight. 
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^^ Tbereare SQ manjr ooMe houses decayed, aad 
90 many itiote m which, the cserciae and dSsei« 
plitie fcN* the ttainti^ of oobto yootha ia giren up 
and neglected^ that I have often feared I oaust 
have kept Gil to be ji^aiing master at home ; asid I 
bfli^e had too Iktle nurture Myself to teach hni 
much, and bo he should hacv^rfaeen a mece knai* 
k^ hawlnng^kiugbt of Derby ahim. Bm^inyoue 
ladysbip^a housdbold, and md» the noble youi^ 
Earl, be will have all, and nu>re than all, the 
education which I could desire.^ 

^ There shaU be nO diatineticai b^wixt them, 
cousins** ^td the Countesa; *^ Margaret Stanleys 
um. shall be as lunch the oibject of careto me as 
my own, nooe you are kindly £s|K>sed to intrust 
him to my charge.-ip*You hnik pale^ Margaret,^ 
she contiiuiQd, ^ and the tear stands in youv 
eye ? Do not be so foohdi, iny^love-«**what I ask 
ia better than you can desire for your boy ; fiat 
the house of my father, the Duke de k. Tre*- 
iBouille> wa& the moat fanM>ua school of duYiJfy 
in France ; nor have I degenerated fxoni hiniy cor 
iaufered any taxation in that noble diaciphne 
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which trained youn;; gentlemen to do honour to 
their race. You can promise your Julian no 
such advantages if you train him up a mere 
home-bred youth.^ 

^^ I acknowledge the importance of the favour, 
madaro,^ said Lady Feveril, ^^ and must ac- 
quiesce in what your ladjrahtp honours us by 
proposing, and Sir GeofiVey approves of; but 
Julian is an only child, and--* — ^^' 

<^ An only son,^ said the Countess, ^* but 
surely not an only child* You pay too high d#* 
ference to our masters, the knale sex, if you aU 
low Julian to engross all your afiectioo, and 
^Mure none for this beautiful girU^^ 

So saying, she set down Julian, and, taking 
Alice Bridgaiorth OQ bet lap, b^gan to earesa 
her ; and there was, notwithatanding ber maaou* 
line character, something so sweet in the tone of 
her voice and in the cast of ber. features, that the 
child immediately smiled, and replied to her 
marks of fondness. This mistake embarraased 
Lady Peveril exceedingly. Knowing the blunt 
impetuosity of her husband's character, hia de- 
votion to the memory of the deceased Burl of 
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*Derby, and his correspondent veneriUion for his 
•widow, she was alarmed for the consequences of 
his hearing the conduct, of Bridgenorth that 
morning, and was particularly de^rous that he 
should not learn it save from herself in private, 
and after due preparation. . But the Countesses 
error led to a more precipitate disclosure. 

^^ 'That pretty girl, madam,^ answered Sir 
Geoffrey, " is none of ours-?— I wish she were. 
She belongs to a neighbour hard by--^ good 
man, and, to say truth, a good neighbour—^ 
though he was carried off from his allegiance in 
the late times by a damned Presbyterian, scoun- 
drel, who calls himself a parson, and whom I 
hope to fetch down from his perch presently, with 
a wanion to him ! He has been cock of the xoost 
long enough — There are rods in pickle to switch 
the Geneva cloak with, I can tell the sour-£Eiced 
rogues that much. But this child is the daugh- 
ter of Bridgenorth— neighbour Bridgenorth, of 
Moultrassie-Hall.*" 

*^ Bridgenorth?" said the Countess; ." I 
thought I had known all the honourable names 
in Derbyshire— I remember nothing of Bridge^ 
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nortli. — But stay-^was th^r^ not a sequestratoi/ 
and committee-man of that name P Sure, it cant 
not be he.'' 

Feveril took some ahame to himself as he re-» 
plied, ^^ It is the very man whom your l^y^ 
ship means, and you may conceive the relucn 
tance with which I. submitted to receive good 
offices from one of his kidney ; but had I not 
done so, I should, have scarce known how to find 
a roof to cover Dame Margaret's head.'' 

The Countess, as he spoke, raised the chUd 
gently from her lap, and placed it upon the oar- 
pet, though little Alice shewed a disinclination 
to the change of place, which the Lady of Derby 
^nd Man would certainly have indulged in i& 
child of patrician descent and loyal parentage. : 

*' I blame you not," she said; ^* no one 
knows what temptation will bring us down to. 
Yet I did think Feveril pf the Peak would hava 
resided in its deepest cavern, sooner than owec^ 
an obligation to a regicide." 

^^ Nay, madam," answered the Knight, <^ my 
neighbour is bad enough, but not so bad as you 

VOL. T. K 



1 46 PKVS&IX, OF THS f9Mr. 




hiflft^ liris but m Presbyterian-^that 
I aaqat JEiwifcKi but not an Independent.'^ 

'* A variety of the same monster,^ said the 
Countess, '^ who hallooed while the others ihunt^ 
tdy ttid bound the victim whbm the Independ- 
ents uasaacred* Betwixt such sects I prefer tbe 
Independents. They are at least bokl^ bafe^ 
&ced, merciless tillaiBs, have more of the tiger io 
th^, And lefts of the crocodile. I have no dMbt 
it waa that worthy getit leman who took it upon 
Inii- this nidtnu^«^«--^'** 

She stopped. shorty fopfbe saw Lfeidy Peveiil 
was vexed and eaibntassed. > 

** I am,^ she said, ^* the most luckless of be- 
ings, i have said something, I know not what, 
to distress you, Margaret-^-Mystery is a bad 
thing, and betwixt US' there should be none.^ 

'^' There is none, madam,^ said Lady Peveril, 
something impatiently ; ^^ I waited but an op- 
portunity to tell my husband what had happen- 
ed.1— Sir Geoffrey, Master Bridgenorth was un« 
fortunately here when the Lady Derby and I 

met; aod he thought it part of his duty to 
speak o f -^ 
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> << To speak of what f"^ mid the Knight, bend- 
ing his brows. *^ You were ever something' too 
fond, dame, bf giving <way to the usurpation of 
such' people*^ ^ ,..-.: <..o 

*^ I only mean,'* said *Lady PeV«nl, ^< that to 
the person'^-he towbom Ladj^ D^rbjp^i story t€^ 
lated, was the brother of his 'late lady^ he tbreaci. 
ened«^but I cannot think that he wasseridus4^ 

<< Threaten ?i— threaten the Lady of Derby 
and Man in my house l^-^^he widow of 'my friend 
— ^the noble Charlotte orLatham-»Housel*-«lr|i' 
Heaven I th4 pfkk^eared slave sbaUuanswer it. 
How comes it that my kaavies thvcnr bikn not eul 
of the window?^ ' < 

^^^ Alas! SirOeoffrey^ youfoi^bow muob 
we owe him^^ said the Lady; 

<< Owe him P said the Knight, still more in* 
dignant; jbr in his singleness of apprehension he 
conceived thut his wife alluded to pecuniary ob^ 
ligations,^— ^^ if I do' owe him some money vhath 
he not security for it ? and must be have the 
right, ov^T afad aboVey to dMiineer and play the 
magistrate in Martindale Castle?*— Where i»ht ? 
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—what have you made of him ? I wiU-««I most 
speak with him.^ 

^^ Be patient. Sir 6eoffi*ey,^ said the Countess^ 
who now discerned the cause of her kinswoman^s 
ap{Hrehension ; ^'and be assured I did not need 
your chivalry to defend me agiunst this discour^ 
leous faitour, as Morte d^Arthiur would have 
called him. I promise you my kinswoman hath/ 
fully righted my wrong ; and I am so pleased to 
owe my deliverance entirely to her gallantry, that 
I charge and command you, as a true knight, not 
to mingle in the adventure of another.^ 

Lady Peveril, who knew her husband'^s blunt 
and impatient temper, and perceived that he was 
becoming angry, now took up the $torjr, <md 
plainly and simply pointed out the cause of Masr 
ter Bridgenorth^s inta*ference, 

" I am sorry for it,^ said the Knight; " X 
thought he had more sense ; and that this happy 
diange might have done some good upon him^ 
But you should have told me this instantly-— It 
consists not with my honour that he should b^ 
kept priaona: in this house, as if I feared any 
thing he could do to annoy the noble Countess, 
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while i^e is under my roof, or within twenty 
miles of this Castle.^ 

So saying, and bowing to the Countess, he 
went straight to the gilded chamber, leaving Lady 
Peveril in great anxiety for the event of an an« 
gry meeting between a temper hasty as that of 
her husband, and stubborn like that of Bridge^ 
north. Her apprehensions were, however, un- 
neoessary ; for the meeting was not fated to take 
place. 

When Sir Geoffrey Peveril, having dismissed 
Whitaker and his centinels, entered the gilded 
chamber, in which he expected to find his captive^ 
the pirisoner had' escaped, and it was easy to see 
in what manner. The sliding pannel had, in the 
hurry of the moment, escaped the memory of 
Lady Peveril, and of Whitaker, the only persons 
who knew any thing of it. It was probable that 
a chink had remained open, sufficient to indicate 
its existence to Bridgenorth ; who, withdrawing 
it altogether, had found bis way into the secret 
apartment with which it communicated, and fibm 
thence to the postern of the Castle by another 
secret passage, which had been contrived in the 
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thickaess jof> dbe JVfallv its is ttotrtimcoiiiiiioa inftm^ 
cient mapsions ; tbe hir-ds of which wcreliable (» 
mk<m8Xif^ mutations of fMrtime,. that they usually 
contrived to ^ecyfeBonae.lnrkiOg ptaoeia^.m** 
Gvet imode .of fctreat Ifom thair fortresseSb I That 
Ifai^ieBefth.had disooverdk axid availed hisBaolf 
of fhia^s^cxei mode. of re^intt was evid^ont;; bt* 
emm^ the piriiri<te.d0Oi)SfOQiifii]aijuikatibg i^^ 
poQieca and tI^slkibgpdiindti»the.^Udf^(i^^ 
ber^ were both Jeftopi^^ . ,.i.»i 

<t 6irT43<eofi!ejr<nettirB^d to.iliie Mies wkfailoolLa 
of perplexity. . > WhUe he deemed Brtdgeaoi^th 
irithin bisreaoib^ he was appteheni^vesof fiodkiiig 
hecoaldda; for he felt himself h^ superi9r>ia 
personal strength^andin that: species of oouragB 
ivhich mduces it nanr to xqsh^ iri/diout hesitation, 
upon personal danger. But when at a^distaiicev 
heihadbeeii for. maay yoars accustoiaed to consi- 
der Bridgenorth^s power and influence at soine^ 
thing formidable ; and notwithstanding the late 
change of affairs, his ideas so natturally remerted 
torhia neighbour as a. powerful firiend or dangem 
ous enemy, that he felt nore appiieh^isiain on the 
Countesses score, than he wasiwiiling'toacknoMr* 
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ledge eYen to himself. The Gouhtew obeernrdd 
hi^downcast and anxious brow^ nnd requested tf^ 
know if her stay- there was likelj to involY» kilti 
in any trouble^, or in anjr danger.^ ^ '-r 

^y Tlie trouble should be^wdcome,^ sidd Sir 
Geoffrfey^ ^^ and more weloome Uiedabger jivbidk 
should come ati suteb an^ account. My plan was^ 
that your Jladysbipsliould have honoured Mar* 
tindale with a few dayt* rendence, whii)h migftl 
have been kept private until the seardi ailifr yoii 
was ended. Had I seen this fellow Bri%encMrthv 
I have no doubt I oould have compelled bini 16 
act discreetly ; but he is niow at libepty; and ^ will 
keep oul^ c^ my i^each ; and, what is worse, bef lias 
the tecret of the priest's chamb^.? < ^ -^^^ 

Here the Kmgh( paused^ wd aaeraed muck 
embarrassed. ,0^1 

'^ You ctti, then, n«ther conceal nor protest; 
meP^ said (he Countess. ^ 

^< Pardon, my honoured lady^^ amsweredvth^ 
Knight, ^^ and let me say out my say. The plain 
truth is, that this man halh many friends among 
the Presbyterians here, who ane more numefons 
than! would wish them; and if he falls in^with^he 
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pursuivant fellow who carries the wammt of the 
'Privy Council, it is likely he will back him with 
force sufficient to try to execute it And I doubt 
whether any of our own fnends can be summon- 
ed together in haste, sufficient to renst such a 
power as they ai^e like to bring together.^ 

** Nor would I wish any fnends to take arms, 
in my name, against the King'^s warrant. Sir 
Geoffirey,^ said the Countess. 
 ^ Nay, for that matter,** replied the Knight, 
^ an his Majesty will grant warrants against his 
biest friends, he must look to have tHem remsted. 
'But the best I can think (^ in this emetgence is 
'•-though the proposal be Something inhospitable 
—that your ladyship should take presently to 
hotwe^ if your fatigue will permit. I will mount 
also, with some brisk fellows, who will lodge you 
lEftft at Yale Royal, though the Sheriff stopped 
the way with a yvhole p&sse comkaita.'^ 

' The Countess of Derby willingly acquiesced in 
this proposal. She had enjoyed a nigbt^s sound 
repose in the private chamber, to which Ellesmere 
had guided her on the preceding evening,' and 
wa(s iquite ready to resiime hei^ route, or flight— 
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^* she scared knew,'' she said, " which of the two 
to tenn it.'' 

. Lady Peveril wept at the necesdty which seem^ 
ed to hurry her earliest friend and protectress 
from under her roof, at the instant when the 
clouds of adversity were gathering around her; 
but she saw no alternative equally safe. Nay, 
however strong lier attachment to Lady Derby, 
she could not but be more readily reconciled to her 
hasty departure, when she considered the ihcon* 
vdnience, and even danger, in winch her presence, 
iAt such a time, and in such circumstanced, was 
like to involve a man so bold and hot-tempered 
as her husband Sir Grebfirey. 

While Lady Peveril, therefore^ made every 
arrangement which time pa*mitted and circum* 
stances required, for the Countess prosecuting her 
journey, her husband, whose spirits always rose 
with the prospect of action, issued his orders to 
Whitaker to get together a few stout fellows, with 
back and breast-pieces, and steel-caps. ^^ There 
are the two lackies, and Outram and Saunders, 
besides the other groom fellow, and Roger Raine, 
and his son; but bid Roger not come drunk 
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again ;•— thyself, young Dick of tlie Dale and his 
servant, and a file or two of the tenants, — ^we 
shall be enough for any force they can make. All 
these are fellows that will strike hard, and ask no 
question why — their hands are ever readier than 
their tongues, and their mouths are more made 
for drinking than speaking.^ 

Whitaker, apprized of tjhe necessity, of the 
case, 'asked if hef should nbt warn Sir^ Jasper 
Cranboume. 

^< Not a word to Um, if y<«f live,^ ssnd the 
Knight V^-tbif ttiay be an outlawry, as they ^e^U 
it, for what I know; and therefore I will brin^ 
no lands or tenements into p^il, saving mine 
own. Sir Jasper hath had a troublc^me time of 
it for many a year. By my will, he shall sit quiet 
fer the rest oTs days.*** 
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Thx followenr of Pereril were so well aeciMu 
tomed to the sound of ^^ Boot and Saddle^^.thtt 
they were soon mounted and in order ; and injAl 
the forniy and with some of the dignity of dan- 
ger, proceeded to escort the Countess of Derby 
through the billy and desert track of couiltry 
which connects the frontier of the shire with the 
neighbouring county of Cheshire. The caval- 
cade moved with considerable precaution, whidi 
they had been taught by the discipline of the 
Civil Wars. One wary and well-mounted trooper 
rode about two hundred yards in advance ; follow- 
ed, at about half that distance, by two more, with 
their carabines advanced, as if ready for action. 
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About one hundred yards behind the advance, 
came the main-body; where the Countess of 
Derby, mounted on Lady Peveril^s ambling pal- 
frey, (for her own had been exhausted by the 
journey from London to Martindale Castle,) ac- 
companied by one groom, of approved fidelity, 
and one waiting-maid, was attended and guard- 
ed by the Knight of the Peak and three files of 
good ^d practised horsemen. In the rear came 
Wbitaker, with Lance Outram, as men of espe^ 
dud trust, to whom the covering the retreat i^as 
confided. They rode, as the Spani^ proverb 
expresses it, ^^ with the beard on the shoulder,^ 
looking around, that is, from time to time, and 
uang every precaution to have the speediest 
knowledge of any: pursuit which might take 
f>lace. 

But however wise in discipline, Peveril and his 
followers were somewhat remiss in civil policy. 
The Knight had communicated to Whitakei*, 
though without any apparent necessity, the pre- 
cise nature of their present expedition ; and 
Whitaker was equally communicative to his com- 
rade Lance, the keeper. ^^ Itis strange enough. 
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Master Whitaker,^ said the latter, when he bad 
heard the case^ ^^ and I wish you, being a wise 
man, would expound it; — why, when we have 
been wishing for the King— and praying for the 
King — and fighting for the King — and dying foB 
the King, for these twenty years, the first thing 
we find to db on his return, is to get into harnesa 
to resist his warrant?^ . . 

" Pooh ! you silly fellow^'' said Whitaker^ 
^' that is all you know of the true bottom of our 
quarrel I Why, man, we fought for the King*a 
person against his warrant, all along from the 
very beginning; £0t I remember the rogi^e^s pro- 
clamations, and so forth^ always ran in the nsajup 
of the King and Parliaraent.^^ 

^^ Ay I wa9 it even so ?^ replied Lance. ^^ Nay» 
then, if they begin the old game so soon again, 
and send out warrants in the King's name agiiinst 
his loyal subjects, well fare our stout Knight, 
say I, who is ready to take them down in their 
stocking-soles. And if Bridgenorth takes the cbaa^ 
after us, I shall not be sorry to have a kqock- at 
him for one.'' . : r 

^* Why, the man, bating h^ is a pestilent 
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RoMpdhead and Puritan^^r said Whitaker^^^ia 
no bad neighbour. What has he done to thee,: 

^^ He baa poacbed^ou tbe manor,^ anawered 
the keeper. 

>' The devU he baa. ^^ ]rq)ned Wbitafkter. 
^ - ,Tboa iBuat ,be jesting^ Laaeei ' Bri dgtamr t h 
is neither hunter nor hawker:; he bath net so 
much of booesty in bim«'^ ' />  

^^ Ajr^' but be runsi afier ^gfeune you little >thtnk ' 
o^ with bis sour, melanchlily' faee, thdt would 
scare babea and curdla i&ilk;^ aiiswere4 Lafticet 

^ ThbiJL canstnot; tnean tbe wedches?"^ 4Mddi« 
MThitaker ; ** why he batb been melancboiy mad* 
with moping for the death bf bis wife. Thou 
kvidwest our bidy took the chiki, fat feair ho 
should strangle it for putting him in mind of iti^ 
mother, in soihe of lua tantrums. Under beria^ 
vour, and among fri^ids^ there are many poor' 
Cayaliers^ children, that care would be better be^ 
stowed upon— -But to tb]f tafek'* 

** Why, thus it runs," said Lance. "I think 
you may have noticed. Master Whitaker, that a' 
certain Mistr^s Deborah bath manifested a cer* 
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tain favour for a certain :peMoh> in a certain 
household.'' ' ''' 

" For thyself, to wit,'* answered Whitaker ; 
" Lanee Oixttam, thou art the Taioest cox- 
comb ^ 

*^ Coxootnb ?^ said Lance ; ^* Why, ^twas but 
last night th^ whole fahiily saw her, as one woidd 
say, fling'herself at my head.^ 

^* I would she had been a brick«bat then^ to 
have broken it, for thy impertinence and con- 
ceit^'' said the steward. 

*^ Well, but do but hearken. The next mom^ 
ing^^that is thiavery blessed morning-«-Ithbugbt 
of going to lodge a buck in the park, jadgit^ i^ 
bit of venison Bright be wanted in the lard^; 
after yesterday^ir wassail ; and, as I passed under 
the hui^iery^window, I did but just look up to 
see what madafn gouvemante was about ; and lo 
I saw her, through the casement, whip on her 
hood and scarf as soon as she had a glimpse of 
me. Immediately after I saw the still-room door 
open, and made sure she was coming through 
the garden^ and «o over the breach and down 
to the |iark ;>asults6^ thought!,^* Aha, distress 
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Deb, if you iare so ready to dance after my pipe 
and tabor, I will give you a oouranto before you 
shall come up with me/ And so I went down 
Ivy-tod Dingle, where the copse is tangled, and 
the ground swampy, and round by Haxley-bot^ 
tom, thinking all the while she was following, 
and laughing in, my sleeve at the round I wa4 
giving her.'' 

" You deserved to be ducked for it," said 
Whitakar, ^^ for a weather-headed puppy ; but 
what is all this Jack-a-lantern story to Bridge^ 
north ?" 

<^ Why it was all along of he, man,'' continued 
Lance, ^^ that is, of Bridgenorth, that she did 
not follow me— -^rad, I first walked slow, and 
then stopped, and then turned back a little, aUd 
then began to wonder what she had made of 
herself, and to think I had borne myself some* 
thing like a jack-ass in the matter." 

" That I deny," said Whitaker, " never jack-* 
ass but would have borne him better— but go on." 

" Why, turning my face towards the Castle, 1 
returned as if I had my nose bleeding, when just 

by the Cc^ly thorn, which stands, you know, a 
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flight-shot from the postern-gatCi I saw Madam 
Deb in close conference with the enemy .^ 

<^ What enemy ?^ said the steward. 

" What enemy ? why, who but Bridgenortb. 
They kept out of sights and among the copse ; 
but, thought I, it is hard if I cannot stalk you, 
that have stalked so many bucks. If so, I had 
better give my shafts to be pudding-pins. So I 
cast round the thicket, to watch their waters ; and, 
may I never bend cross-bow again, if I did not 
see him give her gold, and squeeze her by the 
hand r 

<< And was that all you saw pass bttween 
them ?^ said the steward 

^^ Faith, and it was enough to dismount me 
from my hobby,'' said Lance. " What ? when I 
thought I had the prettiest girl in the Castle 
dancing after my whistle, to find that she gave 
me the bag to hold, and was smuggling in a 
comer with a rich old Puritan T 

<< Credit me. Lance, it is not as thou thinkest,'' 
smd Whitakpr. ^^ Bridgenortb cares not for tHeise 
amorous toys, and thou thinkest of nothing else. 

VOL. I. Ii 
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But it if fittijpg Qwr Xaigh^ Bhp^lfijkppM^ Jl|]^^j^ip 

has m^t~;wid]^ I^boi^^^^ ^^^^^ W^.&YW,](jff 
gc^d; jforpeyerPuritaii gav^ go}4j:^j \}^ j^t 

mik 1^ jdog-bolt 9» to go ^nd bel?:»y,thfj,j35l jta 
our jooasterj :Sh0hft|h 4 ri^t^toibUw her f^mji^ 

not p?W(^ ^j^rpyeher,.cbpipej> tJiW.ji? jijlv .,-^El|pL 
cannot be Ax.jj^s ahort^pf.fiftji ipjd^afvq'j^Wf^ 
countenance^ under the pentrhouse, pf a o^pud^ 
bef^ver^andbag of meagve dried bones^ ^w^dfij][^ 
up in a black cloak^ is np.fi^ch ^emptation^.i:^. 

thinks.'*, . , 

** I tell you once more,'* $aid Whitajcer^ ^iys^, 
are n^ist^ken; an^ that. th^re neither is^ np^ q^ 
he, any matter ofloye between them, butp^, 
some intrigue^ concerning^ perhaps, this safne 1^)97 
ble Countess of Derby. I fell thee, it b^hpYeff 
my master to know it, f^d I will presently tell it 
to him.'' 

So saying, and in spite.pf.all t^ remonstrances 
which Lance continued, to make pnbebaH of 
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Mirt^esj. Deborah, the steward rode up to the 
miun body of their little party, and mentioned 
to the Knight and the Coutitess of Derby what 
he had just heard from thd keeper, adding at the 
same time his own suspicions, that Master Bridge- 
north of MoulCrassie-Hall was desirous to keep 
up some system of espial in the Castle of Mar- 
tindale, either in order to secure bis menaced 
vengeance on the Countess of Derby, as authoress 
of his brother-in-Iaw^s death, or for some un- 
kiiown, but probably sinister purpose. 

The Knight of the Peak was filled with high 
resentment at Whitaker^s communication. Ac- 
cording to his prejudices, those of the opposite 
faction were supposed to make up by wit and in- 
trigue what they wanted in open force ; and he 
now hastily conceived that his neighbour, whose 
prudence he always respected, and sometimes 
even dreaded, was maintaining, for his private 
purposes, a clandestine correspondence with a 
member of his family. If this was for the be* 
trayal of his noble guest, it argued at or^ce 
treachery and presumpdon ; or, viewing the 
whole as Lance had done^ a driminal intrigue 



164 FETCKIL OT THE FEAK. 

irich a woman so near the person of Lady Pe?e- 
rily was in iuel^ he deemed, a jnece of soyereign 
impertinence and direqpect on the part of sodi a 
person as Bridgenorth, against whom Sir GeoC- 
trej*% tsaget was kindled accordingly. 

Wbitaker had scarce r^ained his post in the 
rear, when he again quitted it, and gallopped to 
the main body with mcnre speed than befisie, 
with the unpleanng tidings that they were por- 
sued by half a score of horsemen, and better. 

^^ Bide on briskly to Hartley-nick,** said the 
Knight, ^^ and there, with Gk>d to help, we will 
bide the knaves. — Countess of Derby — one word 
and a short one-— Farewell ! — ^you must ridefor« 
ward with Whitaker and another careful fellow, 
and let mc alone to see that no one treads on 
your skirts." 

" I will abide with you and stand them," said 
the Countess ; " you know of old, I fear not to 
look on man*s work." 

" You muM ride on, madam," said the Knight, 
*' for the sake of the young Earl, and the rest of 
my noble friend's family. There is no manly 
work toward, which can be worth your looking 
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upon ; it is biit child's play that these fellows 
bring with them.'* 

As she yielded a reluctant conseiit to continue 
her flight) they reached the bottom of Hartley^ 
nick, a pass very steep and craggy, and wber^ 
the road, or rather path, which had hitherto passt* 
ed over more open ground, became pent up and 
confined, betwixt copsewood on the one side, and 
on the other, the precipitous bank of a mountain* 
stream. 

The Countess of Derby, after an affectionate 
adieu to Sir Geoffrey, and having requested him 
to convey her kind coinniendatbns to her little 
page-elect and his mother, proceeded up the 
pass at a round pace, and, with her attendants 
and escort, was soon out of sight Immediately 
after she had disappeared, the pursuers came up 
with Sir Geoffrey Peveril, who had divided and 
drawn up his party so as completely to occupy 
the road at three different points. ' 

The opposite party was led, as Sir Geoffrey 
liad expected, by Major Bridgenorth. At his 
^ide was a person in black, with a silver grey« 
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ihound bn his iritf ; ada UH^ia fblldwM by itbMit 
eight or teii inMbiiailtk' bf tfii ialttfe^ itf Mkr- 
tinclai^.li)t6dltrkssie,' tt(^b or thifee bf wbbm were 
officers oi^ the p^ds, '£h'd oih^rs were ^t&kiilllij 
tnowh' to Sir Gctoffiey a3 favotrrfers'of tbie'fiifc- 
verted goyernmenf. ' *'^ 

As the party rode fettstly up, Sir Gebftrkfx^^ 
ed to them to hcdt ;' and as tb^y cbhtmUi^ci adVan- 
cifig^ he ordered his iMnpecipie to pn^s^ht th^ir 
pistols and carabines; and after assumkig'tl^t 
ntenadng attitude, lie repeated,' wit% a'vbic^^of 
thiinder, " Halt, or W^ fii-er ' '* 

The other party halted accordingly, arid Ma- 
jor Bridgenorth advanced, as if to parle^. 

" Why, how now, neighbour," said Sii' Gebf-^ 
frey, as if he had at that moment recognized hW 
for the first time,— *^ what makes you ridfe 'so 
sharp this morning ? Are you not afraid to hdhn 
your horse, or spoil your spurs P'* 

" Sir Geoffrey,'*' said the Major, '* I have no 
time for jesting-— I am on the King's affairs!'^ 

** Are you sure it is not upon Old Noll's, tiei^h- 
bour? You use to hold his the better errftrid,'* 
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«aid tbctKpigbt^ with a «iqile, Mfbiqti gaye 009a- 
aii^i to a borse-laugh aiQQng.hU fbUowerB. 
. /VSl^w him your warrant/ said B^geppr|h 
to the man in, blapki formerly meQt^ncd^ .^o 
was a pursuiyant. Then tiJMpg the warrant from 
the officer, he gave it to Sir Geoffrey— -" To this 
at leaal yoii will pay r«gand.r , , 

^ The aame regard rwhich ypu would li^ve 
paid to it a month back or so,^ said the Knight, 
tearing the warrant to shreds.— ^^ What a plague 
do you stare at ? Dp you think ypu have a mono- 
poly of rebellion, and that we have not a right 
to shew a trick of disobedience in pur turn ?^ 

" Make way, Sir Geoffrey Peveril,^ sidd 
Bridgenorth,^^ or you will compel me to do that 
I may be sorry for. I am in this jnatter the 
avenger of the blood of one of the Lord^s siunts, 
and I will follow the chase while Heaven grants 
me an arm to make my way.^^ 

^^ You shall make np way here, but at your 
peril,^ said Sir Geoffrey ; « this is my ground— 
I have been harassed enough for these twenty 
years by saints, as you call yourselves. I tell 
you, master, you shall neither violate the secu- 
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rity of my house^ nor purmi^ my friends oyer the 
grounds, nmrtittip^, asyoubaYedone, ainQn§^ 
my (Kr?ants with unpunity* I have bad you in 
leqpect far certain kind doings, which I will not 
either finrget or deny, and you will find it diffi-> 
cult to make me draw a sword'or bend a fieiol 
against you ; but oSet airjr hostile movement, 
or presume to advance a foot, and I will make 
suse €xf you presently. And for these rascals, 
who come hithar to annoy a noble lady on my 
bounds, unless you draw them off, I will pre- 
sently send some of them to the devil befpre their 
time.!" 

^^ Make room at your proper pml,^ said Ma- 
jor Bridgen<xrth ; and he put his right hand on 
his holster-pistol* Sir Geoffrey closed with him 
instantly, seized hhm by the collar, and spurred 
Black Hastings, checking him at the same time, so 
that the horse made a courbette, and broi^ht the 
full weight of his chest against the counter of the 
other. A ready soldier mighty in Bridgenorth^s 
situation, have rid himself of his adversary with 
a bi^et But Bndgenorth's coui'age, notwith*. 
standing his having ^rved soQie time with the 

30 
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Parliament army, was rather of a civil than a mi^ 
litary character ; and he was inferior to his ad* 
versary not only in strength and horsemanship, 
but also and especially in the daring and deei^ 
give resolution which made Sir Geoffrey thrust 
himself readily into personal contest. While, 
therefore, they tugged and grappled together 
upon terms which bore such litUe accordance 
with their long acquaintance and close neigh* 
bourhood, it was no wonder that Bridgenortb 
should be unhorsed with much violence. Wlule 
Sir Geoffrey sprung from the saddle, the party 
of Bridgenorth advanced to rescue their leader, 
and that of the Knight to oppose them. Sworda 
were unsheathed, and pistols presented ; but Sir 
Geoffrey, with the voice of a herald, commanded 
both parties to stand back, and to keep the peaces 
The pursuivant took the hint, and easily found 
a reason for not prosecuting a dangerous duty. 
" The warrant,^' he said, " was destroyed. They 
that did it must be answerable to the Council ; 
for his part, he could proceed no farther without 
his commission.^ 
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<< Wei} saii)^ imd bkeapeaqeable feUqw ! j jfi^d 
Sir Geoffirejw^'' Wbitaker, let bim have fefre^ 
ment at the C«stle^-:his nag.U sai;elj out 9fi?pf^ 
ditioiu — Com^ neighbour Bridgenprtfa* get up, 
inan-«-I tru3t you have bad no hurt in.this nwl 
affray ? I was lotb to lay band od you^ many t|Il 
you plucked out your petironel.^ 

As he spoke thus^ h^ aided the Major to rise. 
The pufsuiraiiW meanwhile, drew aside; and 
with hkn the coastaUe aud head-borough, who 
were not without some tacit suspiciou, that though 
Fereril wa^ interruptingthe direct course of rlaw 
in this matter, yet he was likely to have his of- 
fence considered by favourable judges ; imd 
therefore it might be as much for their interest 
and safety to give way as to oppose him. But 
the rest of the party, friends of Bridgenortb^ and 
of his principles, kept their ground notwithstand- 
ing this defection, and seemed, from their looks, 
sternly determined to rule their conduct by that 
of their leader, whatever it might be. 

But it was evident that Bridgenorth did not 
intend to renew the struggle. He shook himself 
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mher'rl[^ughiy fi^eie fWmi 'th4')Mnd^ of Sir GeoC 
frey PeVeril t bat it im«r not! to driiw fci* BWbitl. 
On the contrary, he mounted his hors^ Nvifh a suU 
len and d^Jectbd ait ;' and; making a sign'to'bis 
foUbt^ers, turhed'bi^bk thie^ satire t6bA whibh'he 
had come. Sir Gebfltey looked after him for 
8ome minutes. **'Noir; thei^gb^iaman,^ said 
he, ** Wh6 wotdd have been k right honest fellow 
bad he not been a Prestrytetiaii. But there is tio 
heartiness about ihkftii — ^thejf- tdxs nievef forgite a 
&ii^ fall upon the sod— th^ bear mahce, and that 
I hate as I do ablackdoak, or a Geneva seuU-cip, 
and a pair of long ears lising on eacih nde 'on% 
like t^o chimiieyB at the gable endsof a thatch- 
ed cottage. They are as sly as *&e devil to boot ; 
and therefore, Lance Outram, take two with you, 
and keep afte^ them, that they may not turn 
our flank, and get on the track of the Countess 
again after all.''^ 

** I had as soon they should course my lady ^s 
white tame doe,^ answered Lance, in the spirit of 
his calling. He proceeded to execute his mas- 
ter's orders by doggmg Major Bridgenorth ad a 
distance, and observing his course from such 
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heights as commanded the country. But it was 
soon evident that no manoeuvre was intended, 
and that the Major was taking the direct road 
homeward. When this was ascertained. Sir 
Geoffrey dismissed most of his followers ; and re- 
taining only his own domestics, rode hastily for* 
Ward to overtake the Countess. 

It is only necessary to say farther, that h& 
completed his purpose of escorting the Countess 
of Derby to Vale Royal, without meeting any 
fiurther hindrance by the way. The lord of the 
mandon readily undertook to conduct the high- 
minded lady to Liverpool, and the task of seeing 
her safely embarked for h^ son^s hereditary do- 
minions, where there was no doubt of her remain- 
ing in personal safety until the accusation against 
her for breach of the Royal Indemnity, by the ex- 
ecution of Christian, could be brought to scnne 
compromise. 

For a length of time this was no easy matter. 
Clarendon, then at the head of Charleses admi- 
nistration, considered her rash acticm, though di&. 
tated by motives which the human breast must^ 
in^ some respects, sympathize with, as calculated 
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to shake the restored tranquillity of England, by 
exciting the doubts and jealousies of those who 
had to apprehend the consequences of what is 
called, in our own time, a reaction. At the same 
time, the high services of this distinguished fa- 
mily — the merits of the Countess herself— the 
memory of her gallant husband — and the very 
peculiar circumstances of jurisdiction which took 
the case out of all common rules, pleaded strong- 
ly in her favour ; and the death of Christian was 
at length only punished by the impoution of a 
heavy fine, amounting, we believe, to many thou- 
sand pounds ; which was levied, with great dil&« 
culty, out of the shattered estates of the young 
Earl of Derby. 
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My native land, good night ! 



*Ladv Ps^ftit remiEuaed in no lEniitdl antietjr 
for general h6uir»;iAaelm'iitribttid^i^ 
Countes^had departed from Martindale Castle t 
more ei|)edaUy when she Iiearned that Major 
Bridgenortb^ concerning whose motions she made 
prhrate inquiry, had taken horse with a party, 
and was gone to the westward in the same direc* 
tion with Sir Geoiflfrey . 

At length her immediate uneasiness in re- 
gard to the safety of her husband and the Count- 
ess was removed, by the arrival of Whitaker, with 
her husband^s commendations, and an account of 
the scuffle betwixt himself and Major Bridge- 
north. ^ tin. 

14 
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Lady Pevcril shuddered to see how nearly 
they had approached to renewal of the scenes of 
civil discord ; and while she was thankful to 
Heaven for her husband^s immediate preser- 
vation, she could not help both feeling regret 
and apprehension for the consequences of his 
quarrel with Major Bridgehbrth. They had 
now lost an old friend, who had shewed him- 
self such under those circumstances of adver« 
sity by which friendship is most severely tried ; 
and she could not disguise from beraelf, that 
Bridgenorth, thus irritated, might be a .trouble- 
some^ if not a dangerous enemy. His rights a9 a 
creditor, be had hitherto used witb gentleness ; 
and if he should employ rigour. Lady Fevecil, 
whose attention to domestic economy had made 
her much better acquainted with her husband^s 
affairs than he was himself, foresaw considerable 
inconvenience from the measures which the law 
put in his power. She comforted herself with 
the recollection, however, that she had still jsl 
strong hold on Brifigeoorth, through bis paternal 
afPectioo, and frpm tjie fixe4 pinion which be.had 
hitherto manifested, that his daughter's health 
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could only flourish while under her charge. But 
any expectations of reconciliation which Lady 
Peveril might probably have founded on this cir« 
cumstance, were frustrated by an incident which 
took place in the course of the next morning. 

The govemante, Mistress Deborah, who has 
been already mentioned, went forth, as usual, with 
the childretf, to take their morning exerdse' in 
the Park, attended by Rachael, a girl who acted 
occasionally as her assistant in attending upoii 
them. But not as usual did she return. It was 
near the hour of breakfast, when EUesmere, with 
an unwonted degree of primness in her mouth and 
mimner, came to acquaint her lady that Mistresi^ 
Deborah had not thought proper to come back 
from the park, though the breakfast hour ap- 
proached so near. 

** She will come, then, presently,'' said Lady 
Peveril, with indifference. 

EUesmere gave a short and doubtful cough, 
and then proceeded to say, that Rachael had 
been sent home with little Master Julian, and 
that Mistress Deborah had been pleased to say, 
she would widk on with Miss Bridgenorth as far 
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as Moultrassie Holt ; which was a point at which 
the property of the Major, as matters now stood, 
bounded that of Sir Geoffrey Feveril. 

^^ Is the wench tamed silly ^^ exclaimed the 
lady, something angrily^ ^^ that she does not obey 
my orders, and return at regular hours ?^^ 

<< She may be turning silly,^ said Ellesmere, 
mysteriously ; ^^ or she may be turning too sly ; 
and I think it were as well your ladyship looked 
to it.'' 

^^ Looked to what, EUesmere ?^ said the lady, 
impatiently. ^* You are strangely oracular this 
morning. If you know any thing to the prgu« 
dice of this young woman, I pray you speak it 
out.'' 

^^ I prgudice !" said Ellesmere ; ** I scorn to 
prejudice man, woman, or child, in the way of a 
fellow-servant ; only I wish your ladyship to look 
about you, and use your own eyes— that is all." 

<^ You bid me use my own eyes, Ellesmere ; 
but I suspect," answered the lady, ** you would 
be better pleased were I contented to see through 
your spectacles. I charge you<«-and you know 
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I will be obeyed«-I charge you to tell me what 
you koow or suspect atxmt tbis ^rl, Deborah 
Debbitch." 

^^ I see through spectades!^ exdaimed the 
indigiiaiit AbigaiL ^' Your ladyship will par- 
don me ia ih^U foir I neyar use them, unless a 
pair that bcdong^d to iny poor mother, that I put 
pu when your ladyship ww^s your pinnefs ctm*- 
pusly wrought No WGanao above sixteai ever 
did white-seam without barnacles. And theti as 
to suspepting) I si^apeqt: pothifig ; for ^ your la- 
dyisihip hath taken Mistress Deborah Debfaiffdl 
ironi under my haad, to b^ sure it is oi^tb^ 
bread nor butter of mine. Only,^ (here she be- 
gan to speak with her lips shut, so as scarce to 
p^i^n^it a ^und t^ escape, Md mincing ber words 
as if sb^ pinched off the ^nd$ of them before she 
suffi^red them to escApie)-r-^* only, madam^ if 
Mistress Deborah goes so often of a morning to 
MouUrassie Holt, why, I should not be sur- 
prised a she should never find the way 'back 
again."" 

^< Once ikim^e, what dk) you mean, EUefBfieee ? 
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You were wont to have some ienBe«-4et me knoir 
dbtinctly what the matter is * 

^* Only, madam,^ pursued the Abigidl, ^^ that 
mnce Bridgenorth came back from Chesterfield, 
and saw you at th^ Castle Hall, Mistress Debo- 
rah has been pleased to carry the children every 
morning to that place ; and it has so happened 
th^t she has>«often met the Major, as they call 
him, there in his walks ; for he can walk about 
ndw like other folks ; and I warrant you die Hath 
not been the worse of the meetings— one way at 
least, f<^ she hath bouj^t a new hood might 
serve yourself, madam ; bijit whether she hath 
had any thing in hand besides a piece of mohej^ 
no doubt your ladyship is best judge.^ 

Lady Peveril, who readily adopt^ the more 
good-natured construction of the gbuvemante's 
motives, could not help laughing ait the idea of |t 
man of Bridgenorth^s precise appearance, strict 
principles, and reserved habits, being suspected of 
a design of gallantry ; and readily concluded, that 
Mistress Deborah had found her advantage in 
gratifying his parental afPection by a frequent 
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sight of his daughter during the few days which 
intervened betwixt his first sedng little Alice at 
the Castle, and the events which had followed. 
But she was somewhat surprised, when, an hour, 
after the usual breakfast hour, during which nei- 
ther the child nor the keeper appeared, M^or 
BridgenortVs only man-servant arrived at ^^ 
Castle on horseback, dressed as foi^a joun^ey.; 
and haying delivered a letter addressed to hei^elf^ 
and another to Mistress EUesmere, rode awaj 
without waiting any answer. 

There would have been nothing remarkable in 
this, had any other person been concerned ; but 
Major Bridgenorth was so very quiet and order- 
ly in all his proceedings— «o little liable to act 
hastily or by impulse, that the least appearance 
of bustle where he was concerned, excited sur- 
prise and curiosity. 

Lady Peveril broke her letter hastily open, and 
found that it contained the following lines :— 
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^^ For the Hands of the Honourable and Ho^ 
noured Lady Peverilr^^rhese : 

^^ Madam — Please it your Ladyship^ 
^^ I write more to excuse myself to your lady- 
ship, than to accuse either you or others, in re- 
spect that I am sensible it becomes our frail n». 
ture better to confess our own imperfections, than 
to complain of those of others* Neither do I 
mean to speak of past times, particularly in re^ 
spect of your worthy ladyship, being sensible 
that if I have served you in that period when 
our Israel might be called triumphant, you have 
more than requited me, in giving to ray arms a 
diild, redeemed, as it were, from the vale of the 
shadow of death. And therefore, as I heartily 
forgive to your ladyship the unkind and vio- 
lent measure which you dealt to me at our last 
meeting, (seeing that the woman who was the 
cause of strife is accounted one of your kindred 
and people,) I do entreat you, in like manner^ 
to pardon my enticing away from your service 
the young woman cailed Deborah Debbitch> 
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whose nurture, instructed as she hath been under 
yonif liEdysfiip^s dh'ection, is, it mky be, indis- 
pensable to the health of my deiarest child. I 
had purposed^ madam, with your gracious per- 
mission^ th&t Alice should have remained at 
Mhrtindale Ca^tie^ under your kind charge^ Un- 
til she could so far discern betwixt go6d ahQ 
evil, thit it sdiould be matter of cofascience to 
teaiSh her thi^ way in which she should go. For 
H is not ili^nown to your ladyship, aAd tn no 
way do t ^peak it reproachfully, but rather sor^ 
rt>\^ully, that a persdn so excellently ^fted as 
ytnirgelf-^I nieain touching natural quiEditieis^ 
had hdt yet reiceived that true light, which is a 
h.tap to the paths, but are cbntiented to stumble 
iti darimesi^, aAd among the graves of dead hien; 
It h&is been Jhy prayer in the Watches of the 
night, that yoiir ladyiship should cease from th^ 
doctrine which dauseth to eri: ; but I grieve td 
jtoy, that oiir candlestick being about to be re^ 
hidVed, the land will most likely be involved in 
d^per darkness than evier ; and the returii of 
the King, to which I and many looked forward 
ik k inkkufikl^tioh df idivim^ fAvdur, seems td 
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prove little else than a permitted triumph of the 
Prince of the Air, who setteth about to restore 
his Vanity-fair of bishops, deans, and such like^ 
extruding the peaceful ministers of the word, 
whose labours have proved fiuthful to many hum 
gtj Souls. So, hearing from a sure hand, that 
commission has gone forth to restot^ these dumb 
dogs, the followers c^ Laud and of Williams,' 
who were cast forth by the late Parliament, and 
that an Act of Conformity, or rather, of defor- 
mity of worship, waft to be expected, it is my 
purpose to fly from the wrath to come, and to 
seek some comer where I mily dwell in peace,' 
and enjoy liberty of conscience. For who would 
<4bide in the sanctuary, after the c^urved work 
thereof is broken down, and when it hath been 
made a place for owls, and satyrs of the wilder-^ 
ness F-— And herein I blame myself, madam, that 
I went in the singleness of my heart too readily 
into that carousing in the house ci feasting, 
wherein my love of union, and my desire to shew 
respect to your ladyship, were made a snare to 
me* But I trust it will be an atonement, that I 
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aimiaw about to absent myself from tbepbioec^ 
f^y hirtb, ^nd the house of my fEtfhen, as vril 
as fixna the pkoe idikji h<dd^ the dust of th^ie 
pledge* of my affectk»|. I h^ve ako to lemeoi- 
ler, that in this l^iid mj honour, (after the 
worldly esUmation,) hath been abated, and my 
Utility eivGumsoribed, by your husband, Sir 
Geoffirey PeRreril ; and that without any chance 
of my obtaining rqi^rataon at his l¥uid> iprheisplrir 
I may say the hand of a kinsman ^as lifted |ip 
against my credit and my life. These things a|:e 
bitter to the taste of the old Adam ; wherefore, 
to prevent farther bickerings, and, it may be^, 
bloodshed, it b better that I leave this land tox 
a time. The affairs whidi remain to be settled 
between Sir Geoffrey and myself, I shall place 
in the hand of the righteous Master Joalchim 
Win-tbe-Fight, an attorney in Chester, who will 
arrange them with such attention to Sir Geof- 
frey^s convienience, as justice and the due exer- 
dse of the law, will permit ; for, as I trust I 
shall have grace to resist the temptation to make 
the weapons of carnal warfare the instruments of 
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my revenge^ so I acorn to effect it through the 
means of Mammon. Wishing, madam^ that the 
Lord may grant you every blessing, and^ in es- 
pecial, that which is over all others^ namely^ ^tbe 
true knowledge of His way^ 

m remain, . ^ 

, .^^ Your devoted servant ta cosmiand, 

BaLPH BElbO^KiOETH. 

^' Written at Moutfrasste^HaXl, tkU tetiih day 



I , 



So soon as Lady Peveril had penisisd tiiifs>loiig 
and singular homily, in which il seemed to her 
t^at her neighbour shewed more spirit of reHgi- 
ous fanaticism than she ccmld have supposedhim 
possessed of, she looked up and beheld EUes- 
mere,-^with a countenance in whichmortification, 
and an affected air of contempt, seemed to strug- 
gle together,— who, tired with waitcbing the ex- 
pression of her mistresses countenance, applied 
for confirmation of her suspicions in plain terms. 

^^ { suppose, madam,^ said the waiung wo- 
mai), ^V^ho fanatic fool intends to marry the 
wench ? They say he goes to shift the country. 
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Ttvly it'ft tiiiie^ iildeed ; for besides that the 
whole ileighboiiriiood would laugh him to sooniy 
I sboidd not be siir^rifled if Ladoe Outram^ th^ 
keeper, gave him a buek^s head to bear; for dM, 
is all in the way of his office.'' 

^< There is no great occasion for your spite at 
present^ EUeantere^^ rejdied her lady. << My let- 
t^ says nothiilg i^ laatriage ; but it would ap- 
pear that Master BridgencNrth^ b^ng to leaye tbia- 
country, has engaged Deborah to take care of his 
child ; and I am sure I am heartily glad of it, 
for the h|f«Dt^3 sak^*^ 

^* And I am glad of it for thy oWn,^ said £1^. 
lefimere ; ^^ and^ in^ed, fkur the sake of the iifbol^ 
houte. — ^And youii kdysUp tfaihks she is not' 
like to b^ tailnficd to him? Troth I could no-, 
v^ see how he shoold be such an idiot ; but 
perhaps she is going to do worse, fof she speaks 
here of coming to high preferment^ and that 
scarce comes by honest servitude now-a-days C 
then she writes me about sendihg her things, as 
if I were inistisiis of the wardrobe to her lady- 
ship— i«y, and recommends Master Julian to the 
care of my age and experietice, forsooth, as if 
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she needed to recommend the dear little jewel to 
me ; and then, to speak of my age—But I will 
bundle away her rags to the Hall, with a wit> 
ness !'' 

<* Do it with all civility,^' said the lady, '^ and 
let Whitaker send her the wages for which she 
has served, and a broad-piece over and above ; 
fol:, though a light-headed young woman, she 
was kind to the children/' 

^^ I know who is kind to their servants, ma- 
dam, and would spoil the best ever pinned a 
gown." 

'^ I spoiled a ^ood one, EUesmere, when I 
spoiled thee," said the lady ; *^ but tell Mistress 
Deborah to kiss the little Alice for me, and to 
offer my good Irishes to Major Bridgenorth, for 
his temporal and future happiness." 

She permitted ho further observation or r^y, 
but dismissed her attendant, without entering 
iiito farther particulars. 

When EUesmere hbd withdrawn. Lady Fe- 
teril began to l:«flebt, with ihuch feeling of com- 
passion, on the letter of Major Bridgenorth ; a 
person in whom th^re were certainly many exceU 

15 
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lent qualities^ but-wbom a series of domesde mis- 
fortunes, and the increasing^ gloom of a sinoef^ 
yet stern feeling of demotion, rendered lonely maS 
unhappy ; and she had more than one anxioaar 
thought lor :the happiness of the little Alice, 
brought up, as she was likely to be, under sudi 
a father. Still the removal of Bridgenorth vmuy 
on the whole, a desirable event ; for while lie 
remained at the Hall, it was but too likely that- 
some aoeidental collision with Sir Greofirey migbt 
give rise to a rencontre betwixt them, more &tBl 
than the last had been contrary to her wishes. 

In the meanwhile, she could not bdp express- 
ing to Doctor Dummerar her surprise and sor^ 
row, that all which ^e had done and attempted^ 
to establish peace and unanimity betwixt the con^ 
tending factions, had been perversely fated to 
tur^ out the v^ry revo'se-of what she had aim- 
ed at. 

** But for my unhappy invitation,'' she smd, 
^< Bridgenorth would not have been at the Castle 
on the morning which succeeded the feast, wcHiId 
not have i^n the Countess, and would not have 
incurred the resentment and opposition of my 
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husband. And but. for UieKing^s return, ah 
event which was so anxiously expected as the 
termination ^f all our calamities, neither the no^ 
ble lady nor ourselves, had been engaged in this 
new path o£ difficulty and danger;^ 

^< Qoiuwred laoadfuaa^^ said Doctor Dummerar, 
<^ ivere the affaics of this worid to be guided im- 
plicitly, by human wisd^miy 4n: were they uni- 
formly to fall out according to die conjectures of 
human foresight, events would no longer be under 
the donunatioQtof that time and chance, which 
happen unto all meBt, sincC' we should, in the one 
case,, work. out our own purposes' to a certainty, 
by. our own skilly and iUi the other, regulate ow^ 
ocmduct aocording to the mews- of unerring plistt 
science* But man is, ntbile 'in this vale of tears,- 
like an uninstructed bowler, so to speak, who 
thinks to attain the jack by delivering his bowl 
straight forward upon it, being ignorant Aat 
there is a concealed bias within the spheroid, 
which will make it, in all probahility, swerve 
awiiiy, and lose the cast."^ 

Halving spoken this with a sententious air, the 
Doctor tpok b}8i shovel^rshaped hat, and went 
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down to the Cattle green, to condude « matdi 
of bowls with Whitaker, which had piobaUy 
suggested this notaUe illustration of the unoor- 
tain course of human events. 

Two days afterwards, Sk Greoffi^ aimcfil. 
He had waited at Vale Boyal till he heard of 
the Countesses b^g safely embarked for Man, 
and then bad posted homewards to bis Casdt 
and Dame Margaret On his way, he lemoned 
bom some of his attendants, the mode in wUdi 
his lady had conducted the entertainment which 
die had given to the neighbourhood at his or- 
der; and notwithstanding the great deference 
he usually shewed in cases where Lady 
ril was concerned, he heard of her liberality 
nrards the Presbyterian party, with great indigMU 
tion. 

^^ I could have admitted Bridgenorth,^ lie 
said, ^^ for he always bore him in neighbourly 
and kindly fashion till this last career-— t could 
have endured him, so he would have drunk the 
Eing^s health, like a true man— but to bring 
that snuffling scoundrel Solsgrace, with aH his 
bq^rly, long-eared congregation, to hold a 
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conventicle in my father^s house — ^to let them do* 
Hdineer it as they listed — why, I would not have 
permitted them such liberty, when they held ' 
their head the highest ! They never, in the worst 
of times, found any way into Martindale Castle 
but what Noirs cannon made for them ; and, 
that they should come and cant there, when 
good King Charles is returned— By my hand, 
Dame Margaret shall hear of it T 

But notwithstandiBg these ireful resolutions, 
resentment altogether subsided in the honest 
Snight^s breast, when he saw the fair features of 
his lady lightened with i^ectionate joy at his re- 
turn in safety. As he took her in his arms and 
kissed her^ he foi^ve her ere he mentioned her 
offence. 

*•* Thou hast played the knave with me, Meg,*^ 
he said, leaking his head, and smiling at the 
same time, ^< and thou knowest in what matter i 
but I think thou art true <3hurch*woman, and 
didst only act from some silly womanish fancy 
of keeping fair with diese roguish Roundheads. 
But let me have no more of this. I had rather 
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Martindale Castle w^re again r^nt by tb^ bul* 
lets, than receive any of the knaves in the wi^ 
of friendship— >! always e^tcept Ralph Bridge* 
north of the Hall, if he should come to his senses 
agaio.^ 

Lady Pevedl was here under the necessity of 
explaining what she had heard of Master Bridge* 
north — the disa{^)e«rance of the gouverQante 
with his daughter, and phoed Bridgenorth^s letii* 
ter in his hand* Sir Geoffrey shodk his. head 
at first, and then laughed extremely, at the idea 
that there was some little love-intrigue between 
Bridgenorth and Mistress Deborah. 

^^ It is the true end of a disseiiter,^ he said, 
<' to marry his own maid-servant, or some other 
person^s. Deborah is a good likely wendi, apd 
on the merrier side of thirty, as I should think.*^ 

" Nay, nay,** said the Lady Peveril, " you are 
as uncharitable as Ellesmere— I believe it but to 
be affection to his child."^ 

^^ Psha ! psha 1^ answered the Knight, << wo- 
men are eternally thinking of children ; but 
among men, dame, many one caresses the infant 
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that he may kiss the keeper ; and whereas the 
wonder or the harm either, if Bridgenorth should 
marry the wench ? Her father is a substantial 
yeoman ; his fiimily has had the same farm, since 
Bosworth-field — as good a pedigree as that of the 
great-grandson of a Chesterfield brewer, I trow. 
But let us hear what he says for himself— I shall 
spell it out if there is any roguery in the letter 
about love and liking, though it might escape 
your innocence, Dame Margaret.^ 

The Enight of the Peak began to peruse the 
letter accordingly, but was much embarrassed by 
the peculiar language in which it was couched* 
^^ What he means by moving of candlesticks, and 
breaking down> of carved work in the church, I 
cannot guess ; unless he means to bring back the 
large silver candlesticks which my grandsire gave 
to b^ placed on the altar at Martindale-Moultras* 
sie ; and wlueh bis crop-eared friends, like sacrile- 
gious villains as they are, stole and mdted down. 
And in like manner, the only breaking I know of, 
was when they pulled down the rails of the com^ 
munion table, (for which some of their fingers are 

VOL. I. w 
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hot enough by this time,) and when the brass or- 
naments Were torn down from the Peveril moou^ 
raents ; and that was brealdng and iremoving with 
a vengeance. However^ dame^ the upshot ]s> that 
poor Bridgenorth is going to leave the neighbour-* 
hood. I am truly sorry for it» thoi^h I never saw 
him oftener than onoe friday^ and never spoke .to. 
him above twawords^ But I seehowitis»^that Uttle 
shake by the shoulder sticks in his stomach ; andk 
yet, Meg, I did but lift turn out of the saddle as T 
might. have lifted thee into it, Margaret^**! was 
carefid not to hurt him ; and I did not think htis 
so tender in point of honour as to mind such is 
thing much ; but I see plainly where his sorelies i 
ami I warrant you I will manage that he stays at 
the Hall, and that you get back Julianas little con^ 
panioB* Faith, I am sorry myself at the thou^t 
of losing the baby, and of having to chuse atk4 
other ride when it is not hunting weather, than 
round by the Hall, with a word at the window.^ 
^* I should be very glad. Sir Geoffrey,^ su4 
Lady Pevari], ^^ that you could come to a recoa« 
ciliation with this worthy man, for such I must 
hold Bridgenprth to be.'" 
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^^ But for bis diMfiitng principles, as good a 
neighbour as ever liTed^^^ said Sir Geoffrey. 

I ^ But I soaroe see^^^ oonlinued the lady, ^^ any 
posttUHty of bringing about a conclusion ao de«« 
sirable.-^ 

^< Tusb, damev^ answered the Knight ; << thoU^ 
knoi^^est little of such matters. I. know the foot 
h^ halts upon,' and yow- shall see him go as 
sound as ever.'' 

. Lady Peveiril had, from her sincere afibctioi^ 
and sound sens^; as good a right to ' claim* > the 
full confidence cf her husband, as any woman 
in Derbydiire ; and^ upon this occasion, to con- 
fess the truth, she had more anxiety to know his 
purpose than her sense of their mutual and iepfi* 
rate duties permitted her in general to entcMMw 
She could not imagine what mode of reconcili*; 
tion with his neighbour, Sir QeofiVey (no ?ery 
acutie judge of mankind or their' peculiarities) 
could have devised which might not be disclosed 
to her; and she fdt some secret anxiety lest the 
means resorted to might be so ill chosen as to 
render the breach rather wider. But Sir Geof« 
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frey would ^ve no caning for further inquiry. 
He bad been long enough colonel of a regiment 
abroad, to value himself on the right of absolute 
command at home ; and to all the hints which his 
lady^s ingenuity could devise and throw out, he 
only answered^ *^ Patience, Dame Margaret, pa- 
tience. This k no ^ase for thy handling. Thod 
shak know enough cm^ by and by, dame*«^Go 
look to Julian. Will the boy never have dcMie 
crying for lack of that Uttle sprout of a Round- 
head ? But we will have little Alice back with ua 
in two or three days, and all will be well aguiu^ 
As the good Knight spoke these words, a post 
winded his -horn in the court, and a large pack^ 
W|u»^ brought in, addressed to the worshipful Sir 
Oeoffi»ejr FiveHli Justice of the Peace, and so 
forth ; for he4iftdb«en placed in authority so soon 
as the King'^s BestcM^tion was put upon a set- 
tled basis. Upon opening the packet, which he 
did with no small feeling of importance, he found 
that it contained the warrant which he had solici- 
ted for replacing Doctor Dummerar in the parish, 
from which he had been forcibly ejected during 
the usurpation. 



^ 
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Few incidents oould have given more delight 
to Sir Geoffrey. He could forgive a stout able- 
bodied sectary or non-confixmist, who enforced 
his doctrines in tiie field by downright blows oil 
the casques and cuirasses of himself and Qtber 
Cavaliers. But he remembered, with most vin« 
dictive accuracy, the triumj^ant entrance of 
Hugh Peters through the breach of his Castle; 
and for his sake, without nicely distinguishii^ 
betwixt sects or their teachers, he held all who 
mounted a pulpit without warrant from the 
Church of England—perhaps he might also ki 
private except that of Rome— to be distuj^bers 
of the public tranquillity— ^^educers of the cM» 
gregation from their lawful preach ero i nstig»» 
tors of the late Civil War-^nd men well diil^ 
posed to risk the fate of a new one. 

Then, on the other hand, besides gmtiQriQg Hs 
dislike to Sol^ace, he saw much gratificatien fal 
the task of replacing his old friend and associate ki 
sport and in danger, the worthy Doctor Dumme- 
rar, in his legitimate rights, and in the ease and 
comforts of his vican^. He communicated the 
contents of the packet, with great triumph, to the 
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lady, who now perceived tlie sense of the myste- 
rbus paragraph in Major BftdgenonhV letter^ 
concerning die removal of the candlestick, kbd 
die extinction of %ht and doctrine in the Tand. 
She pointed out this to Sir^eoffif^^and end^it^ 
voiured to persuade him that add(»* was iMiwopett4 - 
ed to recondliation with his neigbbotti^ by ^b»m ' 
cudng the comnnssion which be had rec^rell m 
an easy and moderate manner, after 4tte^eli^ 
and with nil respect Co the feditigs bothof Solfik 
grace land his congregation^ wMch circumstancea > 
admitted of. ' This^ 'the lady argued, iroold br 
dcaiig no injury whatsoever to Doctor Dumme^^ 
rar;— 4iay^ might be- the means of reoondlingf 
many to his ministry who might otbapwise be dia* 
gusted with it for ever, by lhe{)reHiature expul. 
sion of a favourite fHreacher. .^n 

There was miich wisdmn, as well as modern^ 
don, in this advice; and at another time, Sir 
Geoffrey would have had «ense enough to have 
adopted it. But who can actxomposedly or pru-i 
dently in the hour of triumph P The ejection <^ 
Hr Solsgraee was so hastily executed, as to give 
it wme ajqiearance^of persecuticxi ^ though, m^ie 
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justly conudered, it was the restoring of his pre- 
decessor to his legal rights. Solsgrace himself 
seemed to be desirous to make his sufferings a^ 
manifest as possible. He held out to. the laati 
and xm the Sabbath after be had received intima* 
tion of his ejection^ attempted to make his wajr tP 
the pulpit, as usual, supported by Mastic 3^ ^dge^ 
north's attorney, Win-the-Fight, and a lew j^eftl- 
ous followers^ . m 

Just as> this party came into the <churpl;»yi|r4 
on the one side, Dr Dummeirai:, dressed in CviU 
pontificals, in a sort of triumpha^ procesii9n».|i^ 
companied by Pev«ril of the Peak,, Sir, Ja£ip^ 
Cranboume, and other Cavaliers of diatiQctioi^ 
entered at the other. . .,,r... 

To prevent an actual struggle in the ohurch^tl]^ 
parish-^oificers were sent toprevent the farther aph 
proach of the Presbyterian minister ; which was 
effected without farther damage than a brol^pa 
head, inflicted by Roger Raine, the drunken inn* 
keeper of the Peveril Arms, upon the Presbyde- 
rian attorney of Chesterfield. 

Unsubdued in spirit, though compelled to r^ 
treat by superior force^ the undaunted Mr Sols*. 
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grace retired to the vicarage ; ^here, under some 
legal pretext which had been started by Mr 
Win-the-Fight, (in that day iina{Aly namedy) be 
attempted to maintain himself— bolted gates— 
barred windows — and, as repcurt said» (though 
fidsely,) made provision o£ fire-arms to resist the 
officers. A scene of clamour and scandal accord- 
ingly took piace, which being reported to Sir 
Greoffrey, he came in person, with some of his aU 
tendmts carrying arms— ibrced the outer^gate and 
inner-doors of the house ; and proceeding to the 
study^ found no other garrison save, the Pveabj^ 
teadan parson, with the attorney, who gave up 
possession of the praniae^ aftar making pro- 
testation against the violence that had been us^, 
!^ The rabble of the village being by tbifiiime 
all in motion. Sir Greoffrey, both in prudence md 
in good nature, saw the prc^iiety of escorting 
his prisoners, for so they might be tenned, safe- 
ly through the tumult ; and accordingly convey- 
ed them-in person, through much noise and cla- 
mour, as far as the avenue of Moultrassie-Hall, 
which they chose for the place of their retreat. 
ButJthe ftbsence.of . Sir Gec^rey gave way to 
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some disorders, which, if present, he would assu- 
redly have restrained. Some of the ministnr^s 
books were torn and flung about as treasonable 
and seditious trash, by the zealous perish-cffioeni 
or their assistants. A quantity of his ale was 
drunken up in healths to the King, and Pevaril 
of the Peak. And finally, the boys, who bote 
the ex-parson no good will for his tyrannical in* 
terference with their games at skittles, foot-ball, 
and so forth, and, moreover, remembered the 
unmerciful length of his sermons, dressed up an 
effigy with his Geneva gown aiMl band, and Ins 
steeple-crowned hat, which they paraded through 
the village, and burnt on the spot whilom oe» 
cupied by a stately May-pole» which Solsgraoe 
had formerly hewed down with his own reverend 
hands. 

Sir Gteoffrey was vexed at all this, and sent td 
Mr Solsgrace, offering satisfaction for the goods 
which he had lost ; but the Calvinistical divine 
replied, ^^ From a thread to a shoe-latchet, I will 
not take any thing that is thine. Let the shame 
of the work of thy hands abide with thee.'^ 

Considerable scandal indeed arose against Sir 
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Geffrey PeTeril, as having proceeded with in* 
decent severity and haste upon this occa^oD; 
and rumour took care to make the usual addi- 
tions to the reality. It was currently reported, 
that the desperate Cavalier, Peveril of the Peak, 
had fisdlen on a Puesbyteritn'ooiigregation, while 
engaged in the peaceable exerdse of religion, 
with a band <^ armed *i]Mn*«-had slain some^ 
wounded desperately many more, and finally 
pursued the preacher to his vicarage, which he 
burnt to the ground. Some alleged Ae^l^rgy-f 
man had perished ii^ the flames ; mid the mq^itf 
mitigated report bore, that he had only been aliki 
to escape^ by disposing bis gown, cap^ aad bm4» ^ 
near a window, in such a manner as tQ deceive 
th^n with the idea of bis parson beipg stiU.;im:i!^. 
rounded by flames, while he himself escape JligT}, 
ihe bade part of. the house. And although, feir 
•people believed in the extent of the atrocities 
thus imputed to our honest Cavalier, yet ^ill 
enough of obloquy attached to him to infer vj^ 
jeierious consequences, as the reader will lear^ at 
afuture period of our liistory. 
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CHAPTER IX. 



Bestui. 'Tif a chaUenge, ac, is it D9t ? 

Gentkmatu 'Tis jm inviting to the field. 



, For a day or two after liis forcible expulsion 
from the vicarage, Mr Solsgrace contioued Ut 
residence at Moultrassie-Hall, where the natural 
melandioly attendant on his ntuataon, added tm 
the gloom of the owner of the mansion* In th^ 
morning, the ejeeted divine made excursions U> 
different families in the neighbourhood, to whom 
his ministry had been acceptable in the days of 
his prosperity, and from whose grateful recolleo- 
tions of that period he now found sympathy and 
consolation. He did not require to be condoled 
with, because he was deprived of an easy and 
conipetent.maintenance^ and thrust out upon the 
common of life, after he had reason to suppose 
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be would be no longer liable to sudi mutatioiis 
of fortune. Tbe piety of Mr Solsgrace was sin- 
cere ; and if be bad many of tbe uncbaritable 
prejudices against otber sects, wbicb polemical 
controversy bad generated, and tbe Civil War 
brought to a bead, be bad also tbat deep sense of 
duty, by wbicb entburiasm is so often dignified, 
and beld bis very life little, if called upon to lay 
it down in attestation of tbe doctrines in wbicb 
be believed. But be was soon to prepare for 
leaving tbe district wbicb Heaven, be conoetved^ 
hiri a«gDed to him « hi5 comer of the Tioa- 
yard ; be was to abandon bis flock to tbe W(^-«r 
was to forsake those with whom he had heU 
sweet counsel in rdigious communion— i*was to 
leave tbe recently converted to rdapse inta£dse 
doctrines, and forsake the wavering, whom hi« 
continued cares might have directed into tbe rig^ 
path—these were of themselves deep catttes of 
soiTow, and were aggravated, doubtless, by those 
natural feelings with which all men, e^ieoially 
those whose duties or habits have confined them 
to a limited circle, regard the separation. fixmi 
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wonted scenes, and their accustomed haunts of 
solitary musing, or social intercourse. 

There was, indeed, a plan of placing Mr Sols- 
grace at the head of a non-conforming congrega- 
tion in his present parish, which his followers 
Would have readily consented to endow with a 
sufficient revenue. But although the act for 
universal conformity was not yet passed, such a 
measure was understood to be impending, and 
there exbted a general opinion among the Pres- 
byterians, that in no hands was it likely to be 
more strictly enforced, than in those of Peveril 
of the Peak. Solsgrace himself considered not 
only his personal danger as being considerable,— • 
for, assuming perhaps more consequence than 
was actually attached to him or his productions, 
hk conceived the honest Knight to be his mortal 
and determined enemy,— but he also conceived 
that he should serve the cause of his church by 
absenting himself from Derbyshire. 

^^ Less known pastors,^ he said, *^ though 
perhaps more worthy ci the name, may be per- 
mitted to assemble the scattered flock in caverns 
or in secret wilds, and to them shall the glean- 
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ing of the grapes of- Epfaraim be better thiit tbe 
Tintage of Abieaser: But I, that have sooteft 
carried the banner fordi agaiiMt the inigh^)iCi«»>I, 
whose tongae hath testified, nommg and ev< 
ing, like the watohman upon tbetower, 
Fopevjj Vrdacfi andthe tjrrantof the Pca k i  i fc r 
-Mt to abide here were but to bring the aweid'of 
bloody vengeance aoKMigst you, diat the tim^ 
herd might be smitten, and the skeepscatteitd; 
'The shedders oi blood ^have ah-eady assJtiled m^ 
«vefi:w4tbtn that groundwhich they tbemaelvet 
call condecrated ; and yoixradvto hate BBetk'Am 
49ealp of the righteous broken, as he defended my 
causes Therefore, I will put on my sandals, aad 
gird my bins, and depart to a far country, and 
theve. do as my duty shall call upon me, wheAor 
it be to act or to suffa:*-4o bear testimony at th^ 
atake or in the pulpit.'* > -: .♦. 

Such were the sentiments which Mr Sobgraee 
expressed to his desponding friends, imd which 
he expatiated upon at more length with Major 
Bridgenorth ; not failing, with friendly zeal j to 
rebuke the haste which the latter had shewn to 
thrust out the hand of fellowship to the Amale- 
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kite womaDy whereby he reminded hioi^ ^ Hi 
had b^ea rendered her alave and bondsmitn for 
a season, like Sampson, betrayed by Dalilab, and 
might have renamed longer kt the house of Da« 
gon, had not Heaven pointed to<him a way out of 
the snare. Also^ it spritng originally fiom the Mn- 
jo|rV going >up to feast in the high place of Baal^ 
that he irbo was the ehamfHon of the truth w|l^ 
stricken down, and put to ^ame by the. enemji^ 
even iatbe presence of the host.^ 

These objurgsitiobs seeming to- give sonie of- 
fence to M<yor Bridgenorth^. who liked, no bet- 
ter than any other man, to hear of his own mia. 
haps, and at the same time to have them imputed 
to his own misconduct, the worthy divine pvd^ 
eeeded to take shame to himself for his own sin^ 
ful compliance in that matter; for to the ven- 
geance justly due for that unlucky dinner at 
Martindale Castle, (whioh was, he said, a ery- 
ing of peace wh^i there was no peace, and a 
dwelling in the tents of sin,) he imputed hip 
ejection from his living, with the destruction of 
some of his most pithy and highly priaed vc^ 
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lumes of divinity, with the loss of his cap, gown, 
and band, and a douUe hogshead of choice Der- 
by ale. 

The mind of Major Bridgencnrthwas strongly 
tinged with devotional feeling, which his late mis- 
fortunes had rendered more deep and solemn ; 
and it is, therefore, no wonder that when he heard 
these arguments urged again and again, by a 
pastor whom he so much respected, and who was 
now a confessor in the cause of their joint Cutb, 
he began to look back with disapproval on his 
own conduct, and to suspect that he had permit- 
ted himself to be seduced by gratitude towards 
Lady Peveril, and by her special arguments in 
favour of a mutual and tolerating liberality of 
sentiments, into an action which had a tendency 
to ccNfnpromise his religious and political princi- 
ples. 

One morning, as Major Bridg^oorth had wea- 
ried himself with sev^nl detiEuIs respecting the 
arrangement of his affairs, he was reponng in 
the leathern easy chair, beside the latticed win- 
dow, a posture which, by natural association, re- 
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called to him the memory of former times, and 
the feelings with which he was wont to expect 
the recurring visit of Sir Geoffrey, who brought 
him news of his child^s welfare,— ^^ Surely,^ he 
said, thinking, as it were, aloud, ^^ there was no 
sin in the kindness with which I then regarded 
that man.^ 

Solsgrace, who was in the apartment, and 
guessed what passed through his friend^s mind, 
acquainted as he was with every point of his his- 
tory, replied,—" When God caused Elijah to 
be fed by ravens, while hiding at the brook Che- 
rith, we hear not of his fondling the unclean 
birds, wbom, contrary to their ravening nature, 
a miracle compelled to minister to him.^ 

" It may be so,*" answered Bridgenorth, " yet 
the flap of their wings must have been gracious 
in the ear of the famished prophet, like the tread 
of his horse in mine. The ravens, doubtless, re^ 
sumed their nature when the season was passed, 
and even so it has fared with him. — Hark !^ he 
exclaimed, starting, *^ I hear his horse^s hoof- 
tramp even now.^ 

VOL. I. o 
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It was seldom that the echoes of that alent 
house and ccmrt-yard were awakened bj the 
trampling of horses, but such was now the case. 

Both Bridgenorth and Solsgrace were sur- 
prised at the sound, and even disposed to antici- 
pate some further oppression on the part of go*- 
vemment, when the Major'^s old servant intixv 
duced, with little ceremony, (for his manners 
were nearly as plain as his master^) a tall g&k^ 
tleman, on tUe farther nde of middle life, whose 
vest and doak, long hair,^ slouched hat, and 
drooping feather, announced him as a Cavalior. 
He bowed formally, but courteously^ to both 
gentlemen, and said, that he was '^ Sir Jasper 
Cranboume, charged with an especial message to 
Master Ralph Bridgenorth of Moultrassie-Hall, 
by his honourable friend Sir Geoffrey Peveril of 
the Peak, and that he requested to know whe* 
ther Master Bridgenc^th would be pleased ti> 
receive his acquital of commission here or ek^ 
where." 

. " Any thing which Sir Geoffrey Peveril can 
have to say to me," said Major BridgencNttb^ 
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** may be told instantly, and before my friend, 
from whom I have no secrets.^ 

** The presence of any other friend were, in« 
stead of being ebjeetionable, the thing in the world 
most to be desired,^ said Sir Jasper, after a uml 
roent'^s hesitation^ and looking at Mr Solsgrace; 
** but this gentleman seems to be a sort of clergy- 
ma»w^ 

^* I am not consdous of any secrets,^ answer- 
ed Bridgenorth, <* nor do I denre to hare any, 
in which a clergyman is an unfitting confidant."" 

"At your pleasure,^ replied 9ir Jasper. " The 
confidence, for aught I know, maybe well enough 
chosen, for your divines (always under your fa- 
vour) have proved no enemies to such matters 
as I am to treat with you upon.*^ 

" Proceed, nr,^ answered Mr Bridgenorth, 
gravely ; " and I pray you to be seated, unless 
it is rather your pleasure to stand^ 

" I must, in the first place, deliver myself of 
my small commission,^ answered Sir Jasper, 
drawing himself up ; " and it will be after I have 
seen the reception thereof, that I shall know whe- 
ther I am, or am not, to sit down at Moultrassie- 
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Hall. — Sir Geoffrey Peveril, Master Bridge- 
north, hath carefully conadered with himself the 
unhappy circumstances which at present sepa- 
rate you as neighbours. And he remembafs 
many passages in former times-— 'I speak his yery 
words— which incline him to do all that can pos^* 
nbly consist with his honour, to wipe out un- 
kindness between you; and for this desirably 
object, he is willing to condescend in a degree, 
which as you could not haye expected, it will na 
doubt give you great pleasure to leam.^ 

'^ Allow me to say. Sir Jasper,^ siud Bridge- 
north, << that this is unnecessary. I have made 
no complaints of Sir Geoffrey— I have required 
no submissicm from him — I am about to leave 
this country ; and what affairs we may have to- 
gether, can be as well settled by others as by 
ourselves.'" 

" In a word,*^ said the divine, " the wcnrthy 
Major Bridgenorth hath had enough of traffidc- 
ing with the ungodly, and will no longer, cm any 
terms, consort with them."* 

'^ Gentlemen both,"^ said Sir Jasper, with im- 
perturbable politeness, bowing, ** you greatly 
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mistake the tenor of my commission, which you 
will do as well to hear out, before making any 
reply to it.— I think, Master Bridgenorth, you 
cannot but remember your letter to the Lady 
Feveril, of which I have here a rough copy, in 
which you complain of the hard measure which 
you have reeeived at Sir Geoffrey^s hand, and in 
particular, when he pulled you from your horse 
at or near Hatley-nick. Now, Sir Geoffrey thinks 
so well of you, as to believe, that, were it not for 
the wide difference betwixt his descent and rank 
and your own, you would have sought to bring 
this matter to a gentleman-like arbitrement, as 
the only mode whereby your stain may be ho- 
nourably wiped away. Wherefore, in this slight 
note, he gives you, in his generosity, the offer of 
what you, in your modesty, (for to nothing else 
does he impute your acquiescence,) have de- 
clined to demand of him. And withal, I bring 
you the measure of his weapon ; and when you 
have accepted the cartel which I now offer you, 
I shall be ready to settle the time, place, and 
other circumstances of your meeting.**^ 
*^ And I,^ said Solsgracc, with a solemn voice^ 
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<< should the author of evil tempt my friend to 
accept of so bloodthirsty a proposal, would be 
the first to pronounce agaibst htm sentence of 
the greater excommunication.^ 

^< It is not you whom I address, reverend nr,** 
rqpihed the envoy ; ^^ your interest, not umultu^ 
rally, may determine you to be mmre fmxious 
about your pation^s life than about his honour;. 
I must know, from himself, to which he is dispD*> 
sed to give the preference.'* 

So saying, and with a graceful bow, he again 
tendered the challeoge to Major Bridgenorth* 
There was obviously a struggle in that gentle- 
man'^s bosom, betweai the suggesticms of human 
honour and those of reli^ous principle ; but the 
latter prevailed. He calmly waived receiving the 
paper which Sir Jasper offered to him, and spoke 
to the following purpose :•— ^^ It may not be known 
to you, Sir Jasper, that since the general pouring 
out of Christian light upon this kingdom, many 
solid men have been led to doubt whether the shed- 
ding himian blood by the hand of a fellow-crea^ 
ture be in an^ respect justifiable. And although 
this rule appears to me to be scarcely applicable 
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to our State in this stage of trial, seeing that such 
non-reMstance, if general, would surrender our 
civil and religious rights into the hands of what^ 
soever daring tyrants might usurp the same ; yet 
I am, and have been, inclined to limit the use of 
carnal lurms to the case of necessary self-defencei 
whether such regards our own person, or the pro- 
tection of our country against invasion ; or of our 
rights of property, and the freedom of our laws 
and of our conscience, against usurping power* 
And as I have never shewn myself unwilling to 
draw my sword in any of the latter causes, so 
you shall excuse my suffering it now to remain 
in the scabbard, when, having sustiuned a grie* 
vous injury, the man who inflicted it summons 
me to combat, either upon an idle punctilio, or, 
as is more likely, in mere bravado.^ 

** i have heard you with patience,^^ said Sir 
Jaq)er ; << and now, Master Bridgenorth, take it 
not amiss if I beseech you to bethink yourself 
better on this matter. I vow to Heaven, sir, that 
your honour lies a-bleeding ; and that in conde^ 
scending to afford you this fair meeting, and there- 
by giving you some chance to stop its wounds, 
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Sir Geofirey has been moved by a tend^ sense of 
yoor oondilion, and an earnest wish to redeon your 
didi^aour. And it will be but the crossing of your 
blade with his honoured sword for the spaee of 
seme few minutes, and you will either live or die a 
noble and honoured gentleman. Besides, that the 
Enight^s exquisite skill of fence may enable him, 
as his good nature will inchne him, to disarm you 
with some flesh wound, little to the damage cxf 
your person, and greatly to the benefit of your 
reputation.^ 

<^ The tender mercies of the wicked,^ sud 
Master Solsgrace, emphatically, by way of com- 
menjting on this speech, which Sir Jasper had 
uttered very pathetically, ** are crueL" 

^^ I pray to have no further interruption from 
your reverence,^ said Sir Jasper ; ^^ especially as 
I think thb affair very little concerns you ; and 
I entreat that you permit me to discharge my- 
self regularly of my commission from my worthy 
frieni'' 

So saying, he took his sheathed rapier from his 
belt, and passing the point through the silk thread 
which secured the letter, he once more, and literal- 
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ly at sword point, gracefully tendered it to Major 
Bridgenorth, who again waived it aside, though 
colouring deeply at the same time, as if he was 



putting a marked constraint upon himself— drew 
back, and made Sir Jasp^ Cranboume a deep 
bow. 

^^ Since it is to be thus,^^ said Sir Jasper, <^ I 
must myself do violence to the seal of Sir Greof- 
frey'^s letter, and read it to you, Uiat I may fully 
acquit myself of the charge entrusted Co me, and 
make you. Master Bridgenorth, equally aware of 
the generous intentions of Sir GreofTrey on your 
behalf." 

^^ If," said Major Bridgenorth, ^* the contents 
of the^letter be to no other purpose than you have 
intimated, methinks farther ceremony is unne- 
cessary on this occasion, as I have already taken 
my course." 

<< Nevertheless," said Sir Jasper, breaking open 
the letter, <' it is fitting that I read to you the 
letter of my worshipful friend." And he read 
accordingly as follows :•— 
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For ike war iky hands ^ Ralph BrUiffmoriky 
Esquire, of MouUrassie^Hai^Thesey 



By the honoured conveyanoe of the Worship* 

ful Sir Jasper Cranboume, Knight, of Longi* 
Mallington. 

MaSTEE BEID6SNOETH9 

We have been given to understand by your 
letter to our loving wife, Dame Margaret Peve* 
fil, that you hold hard construction of certain 
passages betwixt you and me, of a late date, as 
if your honour should have been, in some sort, 
prejudiced by what then took place. And al« 
though you have not thought it fit to have direct 
recourse to me, to request such satisfaction as is 
due from one gentleman of condition to another, 
yet I am fully minded that this proceeds only from 
modesty, arising out of the distinction of our de« 
gree, and from no lack of that courage which you 
have heretofore displayed, I would I could say 
in a good cause. Wherefore I am purposed to 
give you, by my friend Sir Jasper Cranbourne, a 
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meeting, for the sake of doing that which doubt- 
less you entirely long for. Sir Jasper will deliver 
you the length of any weapon, and appoint cir- 
cumstances and an hour for our meeting ; which, 
whether early oc late-^-pn foot or horseback— 
with rapier or back-sword—*! refer to yourself, 
with all the other privileges of a challenged per- 
son ; only desiring, that if you decline to match 
my weapon, you will send me forthwith the 
length and breadth of your own. And nothing 
doubting that the issue of this meeting must 
needs be to end, in one way or other, all unkind- 
ness betwixt two near neighbours, 

I remain. 
Your humble servant to command, 

Geoffbeit Pevebil of the Peak. 

^^ Given from my poor house of Martindale 
Castle, this same .  of  <? sixteen hundred 
and sixty .^ 

^^ Bear back my respects to Sir Geoffrey PeVe- 
ril,"' said M^or Bridgenorth. ^^ According to his 
light, hi9 meaning may be fair towards me ; but 

15 



S20 PEVERIL OF THE PEAK. 

tell him that our quarrel had its rise in his own 
wilful aggresdon towards me ; and that though 
I wbh to be in charity with all mankind, I am 
not so wedded to his friendship as to break the 
laws of God, and run the risk of suffering or com- 
mitting murder, in order to regain it. And for 
you, sir, methinks your advancing years and 
past misfortunes may teach you the folly of co- 
ming on such idle errands.^ 

<^ I shall do your message, Master Ralph 
Bridgenorth,^ siud Sir Jasper ; ^< and shall then 
endeavour to forget your name, as a sound unfit 
to be pronounced, or even remembered, by a man 
of honour. In the meanwhile, in return for your 
uncivil advice, be pleased to accept of mine ; 
ncmiely, that as your religion prevents your giving 
a gentleman satisfaction, it ought to make you 
very cautious of offering him provocation.'* 

So saying, and with a look of haughty scorn, 
first at the Major and then at the divine, the en- 
voy of Sir Geoffrey put his hat on his head, re- 
placed his rapier in its belt, and left the apart- 
ment. In a few minutes afterwards, the tread of 
his horse died away at a considerable distance. 
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Bridgenorth had held his hand upon his brow 
ever since his departure, and a tear of anger and 
shame was on his face as he raised it when the 
sound was heard no more. ^^ He carries this 
answer to Martindale Clustle,^^ he saidi» *' Men 
will hereafter thihk of me as a whipped^ beaten^ 
dishonourable fellow, whom every one may baf- 
fle and insult at their pleasure^ It is well I am 
leaving the house of my father.**^ 

Master Sols^ace approached his friend with 
much sympathy, and grasped him by the hand, 
^^ Noble brother,^ he said^ with unwonted kind- 
ness of manner, ^^ though a man of peace, I can 
judge what this sacrifice hath cost to thy manly 
spirit. But God will not have from us an im« 
perfect obedience. We must not, like Ananias 
and Sapphira, reserve behind some darling lust, 
some favourite sin, while we pretend to make sa- 
crifice of our worldly affections. What avails it 
to say that we have but secreted a little matter, 
if the slightest remnant of the accursed thing re« 
main hidden in our tent ? Would it be a defence 
in thy prayers to say, I have not murtbered this 

man for the lucre of gain, like a robber — ^nor for 

11 
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the dcquisitiofi of power, like a tjrant-^-iuir for 
the gmtifieation of revenge) like a darkened sa- 
Tage ; but because the imperious voice of world- 
ly honour said, ^ Go forth-^kiU or be killed-^-is 
it not I that have sent thee T Bethink thee, my 
worthy fiiend^ how thou couldtt frame such a 
vindication in thy prayers ; and if thou art fbfoed 
to tremble at the Uft^ifaemy of such an exeucKv 
remember in thy prayers the thanks due to Hea- 
ven, wbidf enabled you tereoat the strong tempt- 
ation.^ 

'^ Reverend and dear friend,^answered Bridge* 
north, ^^ I feel that you speak the truth. Bitterer 
indeed, and harder, to the old Adam, is the tisxt 
which ordains him to suffer shame, than that 
which bids him to do valiantly ibr the truth. But 
happy am I that ray path through the wilderness 
of this world will, for some space at least, be 
along with one, whose 2eal and friendship are so 
active to support me when I am fainting in the 
way."" 

While the inhabitants of Moultrassie-Hall thus 
communicated together upon the purpcnrt of Sir 
Jasper Cranbourne's visit, that wovthy Kaight 
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greatly excited the surprise of Sir Geoffrey Pe« 
veril, by reporting the manlier in which his em- 
bassy had been receired. 

*^ I took him for a man of other meta),^ said 
Sir Geoffrey ;— ** nay, I would have sworn it had 
any one asked my testimony* But there is no 
making a silk purse out of a sow^s ear. I have 
done a foUy for him that I will never do for an* 
other ; and that is, to think a Presbyterian would 
fight without his preacher^s p^mission. Give 
them a two hours sermon, and let them howl a 
psalm to a tune that is worse than the cries of a 
flogged hound, and the villains will lay on like 
threshers; but for a calm, cool, gentlemanlike 
turn upon the sod, hand to hand, in a neighbour- 
ly way, they have not honour enough to under- 
take it. But enough of our crop-eared cur of a 
neighbour. — Sir Jasper, you will tarry with ua 
to dine, and see how Dame Margaret^s kitchen 
smokes ; and after dinner I will shew you a long- 
winged falcon fly. She is not mine, but the 
Countess^ who brought her from Lcmdon on her 
fist almost the whole way, for all the haste she 
was in, and left her with me to keep the perdb 
for a season."^ 
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This match was soon arranged; and Dame 
Margaret overheard the good Knight'*s resent* 
ment mutter itself off, with those feelings with 
which we listen to the last growling of the than- 
der-storm ; which, as the black cloud sinks be^ 
hind the hill, at once assures us that there has 
been danger, and that the peril is over. She 
could not, indeed, but marvel in her own mind 
at the singular path of reconciliation with his 
neighbour which her husband had, with so much 
confidence, and in the actual sincerity of his good 
will to Master Bridgenorth, attempted to open ; 
and she blessed God internally that it had not ter«* 
minated in bloodshed. But these reflections she 
locked carefully within her own bosom, well know- 
ing that they referred to subjects in which the 
Knight of the Peak would neither permit his 
sagacity to be called in question, nor his will to 
be controlled. 

The progress of the history hath hitherto been 
slow ; but after this period so little matter won* 
thy of mark occurred at Martindale, that we 
must hurry over hastily the transactions of seve- 
ral years. 
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CtiAPtER X. 

CleopAtriL Give me io drink mand^agora, 
That I may sleep away this gap of time. 

Antony and Cleopatra, • 

... . , , 

' The]i£ passed^ as we hiiit^d at th^ cotielusion- 
of the last chapter, four or five jealrs after the^ 
pieriod we have dilated upon ; the events of which' 
scarcely require to be discussed, so far as our pre-* 
sent purpose is concerned, in as many lihes. The 
Knight and his lady continued to reside at their 
Castle — she, with prudence and with patience, en^ 
deavouring to repair the damages which the Ci- 
vil Wars had inflicted upon their fortune ; and 
murmuring a little when her plans of economy 
were interrupted by the liberal hospitality which' 
was her husband'^s principal expence, and to 
which he was attached, not only from his ci%n 

VOL. I. F : ' • 



Sji6 PEVEftIL 4I^¥ THE P4^K< 

English heartiness of dispoatioii, but from ideas 
of maintaining the dignity of his anoei&trj--HK> 
less remarkable, according to the traditions of 
their buttery, kitchen,and cellar, for the fat faseevte 
which they roasted, and the mighty ale whiei| 
they brewed, than for their extensive estates^ and 
the number of their retainers. 

The Worid.JKKwefet^.upon the whirfe, went 
happily and .easily with, the worthy coilple. Sir 
Geoffirey^s diebt to bis neighbour .Bridgentirth 

oe^tiiiu^ijy ii is true, uiaalMMie4 i w^th^ 
only QMiditor upon the lSlbo^tixi(i0i^,e^^^^ 
otbers being paid off. It "(^Hld^bave beed: vffedl 
d^iitt^e 0uit this' enewnl^raiicie' si^ should', be 
elciaredy and k wa^ .the grc^t olye^t^.rZ>ai99 
Mii^garet's- ecQQomy ^ ^ffiadtf tbe^ (^btttgf^tf 
&i? i^tlm^h ii^teiieatr- wiM^, r^ulKv] j^ sei;tled«!ii|it}l> 
M«M«K WkMfae-figbt^ the Chesterfield 9HM»s9i^ 
yet thc^ pnnoipal 8u»^ whieh ^was » larg^f^oi^^ 
^aigbt be called for at. an. iflconyemeM ^upif^ 
7h^ mwfk, too, was gliiomy, important, aqd iUfff^ 
ieri(>ufi^ andi always seemed a» ifrbe^was thinkj^i^ 
nfon his bipken head m t)iecbui:!efay«vd ef jy^ir- 
tindale cum Moultr«5sie. v.v 
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psumaflL* or the: pbat.-. 9!Bf. 

Daine Mfof^arat^ fonmtuttes tr«niac^ 
cessftrj bufiiness ttMi him in j^sou.inanchwhffitt 
he cam^ to the" Gastle oh thiE»Af oed&sioin^' abe 
tkoiighl riw sinf. « maikbtt» alild* dwhbKgiil!g'«ri 
jlveision^infata mtfuler Riid ddmit^mi^v^ > Yet Jd^ 

Hichilgifeiioe was ^veb^'lirdie ifaif dF deh^ b^fM^'i 
Hient, whenftvor dnmmstanees'ieiidered k Mcevi 
sary to tibe debtor to veqiiire^h^' It fleette^>tb 
Lady Pev^H, flial Hae^vgeiiti id stieb cas^ wil 
acting' under Hhe tMht orders df hin abseni emu 
plojof j o6o6eMusg^ wftbsie wrifkre sbe^ could' ttof 
bdp feeling il 'cMMEt anhdety^ 

Shortly afterthe faflitre of the Mr^uM^nli^ 
tiktam for arttidmng' peace 6y combat^ Miii^ P«u 
vetil had ateempted to open witb Major Srid|^ 
north,' that gehtteuian'left hiraest of MouhfalttMi 
Hall in the cireof histoid hoiiaekeepet^{i»it^d#^ 
parted, no oiie' ktleit ^hhher, having in leomu 
pany with 'him' the Reverend Master SdlsghMej 
widi hw daught^i^ Alice and Mra Ddborab< Dfeli* 
bitdi, now formally installed in all the dutbtf of 
a gouvemaivt^. "^ For "Some time' pul^ rum6iir 
perasted in asserting)' d)$(t MajblrBAdgenoHilf lM»t 



S98 PBVERII. 07 THE PEAK. 

only i^treated to a distont pirt of tlie «ouiiirji 
for a season, to achiere liis supposed purpose^dr' 
marrying Mrs Deborah, and of letting the miW 
be ocdd^ and the langfa of the n^ghbourhoodlMi 
ended^ ere he brought her down as mistress. ti£ 
Moultrassie-HaU. This ruinoar died away $«aad 
it wa& then affirmed, that he had gone tor 
parts, to insure the oontinuanee of/faealdi iti 
delieate a constitution as that.of litdt 'AliqB;^ 
But when the Major^s <kead of Popery.waa^fel.^ 
membered, together with: the still deeper, an^ 
pathies of worthy Master Nehemiah Solsgrao^diife* 
was resolved unanimoiidy^ that nothing lesis tUan 
what they might deem, a fiur dianceof cooftert^: 
iQg the Pope would have induced the parties 'ii^: 
trust themselves within Catholic dcmiinions. SJbeii 
most prevailing opnion was, that Uiey were ignm 
to New England, the refuge thenof many fwhom 
too intimate concern with the affairs of the lata 
times, or the desire of enjoying uncontrolled free^* 
dom of conscience, had induced to emirate fiwi» 
Britmn. - rui 

Lady Peveril could not help entertaining a 
tagiue idea, that JBrii^ienorth wa» aiot so diatm^ 
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Tfa^ ' enrtrenie brder in wfaidi eyiery %lnx^ wall 
maintained at Moultraasie-Hall, seemed-^^no ditf. 
paragement to the care ef Di^me Diokenstlie 
housekeeper, and the other persons engaged— 4o 
argue, that diemaster^s eye imsnot sovery far off, 
hut'what its oeeasional inspection might be api. 
prehended* It is true,^ that neither the domestics 
nor theiattomey answered any questions resp^ot^ 
ing'the reudence of 'Master Bridgenorth; but 
these was an air of mjratery about diem whcii 
kiterrogatcd^ thistt seemed to argue more. than 
mettheear. j. f. ' ^ ^ i. y 

i (About fire^y^ars after Master. Bridgeiunth 4iad 
left tbe country^ ^ ongulari incident took tpladei 
Sir Geoffrey wa» absent at the Chesterfidid 
races, and Lady Peveril,* who was in Ae hdbit 
of (Walking around every part of the ndghbouvL 
hood unattended^ or only accompanied by £Uesi 
mere, or her little boy, had gone down one ereni 
ing upon a charitable emuid to a solitary hut^ 
whose inhabitant lay sick of a foTer^ which was 
supposed to be infectious. Lady Peveril mmH 
allowed ^apprehensions of this. kind to stop^ de^ 
votod^cbaritaUadeeda;^ bat sfaedid.noti'difNMe 
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ifei^ k»dv {mcaBOifHt* far f9ia|»ig di^ d^pgn^ 
4idliotii0Btttel»ipMii^."' -M*. .«•.«.< 



xnig^lO' dettti' bar al"di^ fcirt nd ha palieBfi «'It 
Mb H hiotiA ibittinni «iddoti%ht^»iMicbr die'^pfife^ 

glfliies and ug|itid ivrfaUi'iditidiMl fur Ami the 
GMle. This c^ conffdered as ^ omlter cf teijr 
litfte1«|K^|ail^' mito qidEBi'«»l fleq(lM»k^iMd a 
omii^y «fa«re diain»A ]ajr diie/ly i&i<oiig^ llei* 
6M diHliii>)s^)iBpfina}ljM^ slie Ji^c} a'4«^ idxnil 
ffftdfn yeais oid/ th^ iO|i <if W fteddnt^^ to (MOM 
Infer M'^tfaa way: ^ 99ip idistaiiiae vaa to^tei^tlte 
tiM^ miy s^ iiul; pigbt bi^ 'eonsideiy!r}f afaridggd 
fay passiitg through, an a7f»iie 'fa&longliig ^tkf 
f»Wq of Moultrasi^Hall'y i^iuch diehadr^<||d« 
inl ai'shex^e/hot from th^'ridkuli6»i FumoitfB 
vMcfa pronbuiuied it to hti bahnted, but faeqrfise 
hfiir liu^faand ivas ^miidi'diBpleasedowfi]^ .mxifHb* 
tanpt ^«ai made tn mndeip ibe vaUui oi ih^ Ck»de 
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and^HflU'Comoion. to tbe JnMlNttfQU «f ibobli. 
The good lady^ iB.o(Miii4«»Uioii,fpeiiiapij^of «|c. 
tensive iaititudo atlanr^ %o*<\m.'uk fthevinfltro im- 
portant concerns of thf^fiimiyi m^ide it ]KH»t^f 
po!ir(^rriHt4»fert9g imitb iier(l^if))fuid;\i ir|ii«9s or' 
piKejiidhMMP; iaiid 4i i^ vft ^o^mpiKHaii^civi^i^ ,11^ 
iHould iiea»;tily feoaii^o^iidf^(MlJMiu^Bg oHt- 
lroii» 4^ >^ur AC^fiiBiUaaite V <Qr! i( ji» ^mrpcUing^ 
howjoiuoh fttol^yavr^^iiU bfh^bi^rfuUy r^gnad 
, UD'thf f#ir «ttx» jGcT' tjb^ |4$^i9Mre ofliw^: effiowtd 
Iki rU0otte'Biiobfay*wpei|i^ii|i^qu«|^ > ' 

1 UpoD ih^^^pifemp^ 9immK>% i^sm^m aWiOMgli^ 
tilt Dobb}r*4i IVii^k ^m^ mtbin - dki inhibited ^g» 
mains 49I ^< <H|di| ^ Xiady. Feveril de^axipiiaad^ 
u^ avaU faeni^U' b£ 4t, (l!ar ^ fmrpoiw^ 4^^ 
ing ber road lMUl|c^»a]ldabedirtct0dller;lt^paa&. 
<)<^wgly. jBut whea ti» pea8ant4poy».her' con^i^ 
paiuoD» wIm^ hadiiitberto fpUowed her, wjiiajiing 
abeerily, ifrlik a bedg)s-bill ia hia hand, juid Iw 
hat oil one aide, peroeivcid that ishe iumed to4\h^ 
atile. which entered to ,the J>obby'g Walk, be 
shewed ayinpUinift of gr^t fear,- and at lengthy' 
eomitig to the lady 'a aide, petitioned her, ia * 



110W5 my jbdy^ dco\i)fie goi yood^*"?. i ; 11. « 
liOdy PcivlmriU observiiig that bin teeth cbafe» 
tered in his bead,. end? that his whole person ea* 
Ubited great ; Mtgi^ >^' tcirvcw^ .bf^n to leootiect 
the report, /fthat tbje first Squire pf MQukra«m» 
Urn brewec of: Chesta?field aforesaid, .¥^/ bail 
bought the eistatc^ axtdvthen died of gMJanrhriyy 
for lack of aoro^tbic^-to;d% ^uadf as w^asiaaidj^ 
not; without suspiciona of svucidey) was aupposaA 
to walk iu this sequestei^d .Avenue^ aeceiBpMaeA 
by a iai^ JbeadJass.mastifl^/which^iwh^iLjbe inra^ 
aliv^ and ;had his head, waa a partioulaf lak 
voiunte.o£the ex4H:ewer. To have e^peist^atty. 
piDtectipnfroQi; her ^Gcoct, in the condition, it^ 
wbich^fiuperstitioua feair had reduced him» woiiMk 
bave^ been, truly I a Jbopeless icu&t ; and ibady fias 
yeril, who was !not apprehensivie of a^y/dan||iQiv 
thought there would be great cruelty in^dxagw 
ging the cowardly boy into a scene which be wi 
garded with so much ^ppreben^on. She gaviA 
him, therefore, a silver pi^e, and permitted biiBk 
to return. The : latter boon .seemed even moi^ 
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acceptable than tbefint'; fortere'ahcf could 1^ 
turn the pucKt»'tato lier' pockety .1^ hettrd the 
wooden ^clogt^df^her hold ^oonVoy* in fuU vetrdat, 
by tli» way iboin whence^ they .camet '' > »-^. 
tr Smiling .mtUn hecself aie<the fsar shetesteeio^ 
ed ao IndMrous^ Laldif Be^eril aseehded the stite^ 
and wali^isoan'iiiddto from t^ broad light bf the 
inooii4)tans, ' *by th^ imraetous^'attd ' ehtanglod 
boughs^ lhe<htige;diii8,' 'vi^Uchyine^tiiig from eiu 
th^r adey tdtflllj^ov^^fwchUUhedd av^mi^; ,Thc^ 
scene UBS calculated' to ^xcile iBoleriin tHobghtgr^' 
and the distant glimmer ^ a^li|ght<fr6iit 'dae^t)! 
thfe numerous- caaemente in the front ^dP Mouk , 
traseie-HaU, - which ky 'at some • distahbe^ t inm' 
calculated to make them-er en melancholy;* I: She 
thought of the ftite of that' family — of the'de^ 
ceased MrsBridg^nortb, with whomshc bad oftte 
walkied in thia. very avenue^ and who, . though«A> 
woman of: no: high -parta or accomfdisbaitotii^ 
had lUways t€^tified'tbedeepest;req>ect,^and thai 
most eartiest' graftitude, for such, notice as she 
had shewn' to her. She thought of her blighted 
hopes-*^4ielr ^Nremature death-^the despair of her 
self4Muii8hed husband— the uncertain fate of their 
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orpiMmiohiU^^Br minmuhe't^k^iemmiatAmdn^ 

. Upon 4rt|di^itpdfr^iRil9itt^ Istr ttM^l^tg -titeor 
titrned, wheii,ijiiM tif^ikmrnOian^ AewkdMdmft 

way^iflhfiKfd lier/eonibthii% wfakkirwamHcid flie> 
^^e(io£:^4i laani n)LAdly:,BBfseril tppuBBdiaiomi^ 
nHnt^ut iiiMWlj{aivikpefaAi;i«dier^boflDn, 1^0^ 
hflps, gfme iAie ktaddiA'dmb^^ ai n dsbt'^Uk^^kt0 
sMpmddoufltfaelidf af*tlK>tiiii£ii» init Ale jntloll^ 
Ijrnifwlleal ths ^ugfat^df MmperDaitmi' appanM/ 
aacea. Pn)m thottlthfliflreEenieiiefy^morui^ahri 
had' Tyxthiny. to feiv. A 'piarwider <m 4fae ^atne; 
wai the worst character whom^isbeVBa Uoeitoi 
eacofinlef ; ai|d' he wduld before to hide bUo-i' 
sM'twm hbr obMriiratioB. ':8hje:;advaiiaed^'>aoc^ 
coiEdiDgly) ^tdadily; fiady as 9he did ao^iiad^tlicr 
i^atUfiMEtioQ to ohsevve, tbft t^a %urey as iriicr 
ex|9ected, gaum plac^io li^r^ and glided awi^r 
amongst the trses on th^ left-band Ade of Atf 
avenOis. As she passed 4[he spot on which the 
form had been so iaiiely visible,^ aiu} bethou^i^ 
h^eelf that 4ihb 'wanderer of the 9ifgb* mtghtv 
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petl^ 6^11 ^ ia ihA.avjBiraB» «he fell^ Andi aa MmI 
ffiU> jcxmned diouii.' Axuitcong l^idisltaiiiiiiKiiid* 

uiflDttaftecvafdii :«d4e4 ^' ^c^ faai' by aanstiiig 
fafivjta.r]|i») an^ aivoii^ towkofietaccentsrabeiRaii 

half d^ Aaidi < ^^ ia i|)i lut y0ii^ Lady (Pj&riMtl ?) '. , .1 

*^ It is I^^ said ahe^ commandiog bar astanitlu 
ment a|id fiuur^ ^f JiBdH*]ii!)rjaai?tda0eiuaima(iiot^ 
I ^tpf^kto" Master firidgeDorih.^ .. . . i >.{>. 

^< I was tfaaiiaaii^^Laiid bOfJ^wi^opptim 
sion lift BM^a^n^ma^^i ' ': 't-x..:. /' . 

He spoke notbing aaofo^i biit cqatrauad 4o widk 
benide hen fi>v a •minute or tvra in silence. Sba 
feltiliereituatipn embanrassingt find, to diyestil 
of itbat feeling j asiweUas outofri^al interest ia 
the questioii, she asked him^ H Horn her gbdi. 
daughter Ali<^ tiowi wae 9^ r. - • i 

** Of god-daughter, madam/^ answered Major 
Bn^genorlh, M I know nothing ; that being one 
of the naMMs whioh ihavo been 4ntredueed^ to- tfa^ 
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oonntptioft and poUutaouL > of • -GodV brdiiiaiifea 
The infant who aifed to ycNir kdjvhip (ao called) 
h^ esoapejfiom disease and deatk, is aJiealthy 
audi thriving .ffiA^ as I am giv^en 4o iindaratand 
b^p^- those ui whose charge ahe^is lodged^ .for^ I 
faaveoiot lately ^een her* And it ift.«veB the vs. 
epUeolion 4^ these passages^ which .iui a^ in«nifiier 
iBipdled me, alarmed also bjr yoiw >fall^ ta JoSEat 
mjNBf^to you ia thk . time and ppde^ which in 
other iie^)eets Is jio way coasistodt withjBgF'pmf 
aent'.8afety*^ .- , . -.. ' '.... , i -l ,< -- 

i H.Wilh your .safely 9 Maatar SridgenoBdif?? 
said the Lady Feveril; ><isurdy loauldiiever 
liavQthought that it was in, danger iV . , 

*' You have some news then yet toieaea, ina*i 
daai^^ £aid Major Bridgenorth; >£. but. jou. will 
haar, injthe course.of to-morrow, seasons why) I 
dare not appear, openly in the neigbboarhoodt^if 
my own property, and wherefore theveiis. small 
jiidgment in committing th^ knowledge iitf^ my 
present residence to any one connected .with Jybur* 
tifldile CesUe.^ ,, . .*. ;^.» 

:. ^f Master Bridgenorth,^ ^d. the, lady^>$yau 

w:ei:e^ ia,4oim^itiw(^8» prudfii»tftpd ffnitiptja^- J 



PHVBHIll Of THR PSfAV. 287 

hope yon have been misled by' n6' hasty itnpres-t 
sion-^^by no rash scheme— I hope^-^-i*'' ' 
' ^ Pardon my interruptimg you^ ttiadatlf,^ said 
Bridgenortb. ^^ I baro indeed -been <6hanged^«^ 
ay, my Very heart within/ me hatibeen changed* 
la the times to which your ladyship (so oalted) 
tbhiks proper to' refer, I was ft maft't]f this 
world-^-bestbwing oki it ail'my'thot]ghts-*^>^l'my 
actions/ save forhial observandes^-^little deem- 
ing< what was the* ddty 6t a Ghiistian mAn,' iltld 
how far his self-denial ought to extend-^evcfik 
imto' giving all as if be gave' nothing. H^nds, I 
thought chiefly on carnal lhingsM-K)n the addiiig 
of field to field>ahd wealth to wealth-^ofihebah 
lancing between party and' party-— seeurin^ a 
friend here,- ?ntboiat k)sing a friend there — But 
Hcaveii smote me foi* my apostacy, the rather 
that I abused the naihe ef relig^ooy as a selft 
'seeker, and a most blihded and carnal wiH-woh> 
shipper-^But I thank Hi»t who hath at lengtii 
brought me out of Egypt.'' . ^ >. 

In our day—although we have many inst&nces 
of enthumasm ankmg us-«Hxre might 6ti)l stuk 
pect 0110 who air o#ed> it thu^wdd^yMid^broiil- 
ly, of hypocrisy, or of insanity ; but, according 
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U^ the fMfkn' of the titnd^ is^ 

which BridgeiKtMth^ ^prMttdy # iieo |M tui y jb^w^jl 

ed, as the ttiKog* motiii^ cif itehVaoiian;' ' Tbe 

-^^^were men i^hoadeditVd^edlj'uiafdet' the illi 
fliiehce of stitli/ £ady iMverily theMEbre^.^wtfl 
mofe gn^ired thaUr Misprised avthe^lafiguii^^* MM 
I«terd Mti^ BHdgenbttH «se,> i»d< idMehMljr 
concluded, that tbe society and obrcinBfttiai^edi^ ill 
ili4iich he mtgh)> Mely hii^%)^e6r i^ngagi^^ had 
Mown h^'ti ftiitie the spai45'of edceMfira^ 
Hthich'itfmL'fs ^boldi^red hi his bbsom. ' Tkin 
wlEBi'the niore fffebable,^t»)nsiderii% ifiathe-^Ml 
melatichbly by eodstituftibn aikd dei96eAt-<*^fltfl£ tti 
had been unfortunate in severad particuhrfroi^aid 
thit no prfssion* is' more easily n^umsedby hidtib 
geiiee, tUdn the species of ^tbusiasm' of wUiift 
h^ now shewed tofceHs. ^le (h^dbr^ mniw^iBtA 
hiny by tsilmiy hoping, ^ Tha^ the ex^pvesmi^of 
his sentiments had notiti^olved hSiA>ili^^ispRibli 
or in danger," ^ » '. m 

^ Ih saspiehottT, inadamr?^ answered the Major ; 
-^«* fbr I dsinsbt fMxxt gmagta yoxfy slidi iil 
lib stf^lfth^ of habit, dki^of flio#idli!^tid«tfby 
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which .w$< poor potsherds are. wont, in our pride, 
tp denominate eacb olb^r-^I walk not .^xAy.in 
suspicioii, hut in that degr^ o£. danger, (kat^ 
were your husband to x^eet rne at this iaataiiWH 
me, »natWie;JElaglishiiQ|iu|»'ftr^di«g on m jr own 
l4i>ci8--rl. havf( no doulH b« would do hi» best W 
offer 19^1 to . the Mploch: ilC Bovu^ 'Supevstitio% 
iiHbo now rage$ abroad* for Tjatims among Godl^n 
people.*** ; 

: ff Xoui surprise me by your language, Major 
Bjndgf north,^ said the lady, who now felt rathen 
ao^oue k> bfl reUeved from bia- compmy, atfd 
^ilh that . purpose walked on . somewbitt hastify* 
Die m^nd^' bia pace^.how^ver,^ and kept cliofye 
by her side. - ;- . ;. - »., i 

^ Know yoU' not,"" said he,. ^^ di^t Satam hatfb 
cokna dp¥^n upon earth mth gveat wrathy.b^^ 
tattise hi»tMne»i8 short? The miit ta the crowlqi 
is an avowed Papist;, 'aild who dare assert, rsaica, 
syoophant»Md tune*senrers^ that he whp,wearfi 
it b not equi^ly reddy to stoop to* Booiev werj^, 
ha- not kept in* awe by a^few noble qpirits in tbcf 
GoaiQionB*.£[ou6a ?, Yottbqiieve.npt'this >i yot >iqf 
nvjiltolitavjf ,«iujb Jsidttigbit .wdti% wHeoi i Ibougbti 
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on your kindness to the dead and to the Imbgv' 
k was my prayer that I might have the meamf 
granted to warn you— and lo ! Heavea hath 
heard me.*** 

** Major Bridgenorth,^ said Lady Pev&il,' 
^ you were wont to be moderate in those send^ 
ments*— comparatively moderate, at least, and to 
love your own religion, without hating that cif ' 
others,'' f 

" What I was while in the gall of bitteril^* 
and in the bond of iniquity, it signifies not tb i!^ 
cal,** answered he," *< t was then like to Gaffld; 
who cared for none of these things. I doated *<A' 
creature-comforts— I clung to worldly hoiiour 
and repute — my thoughts were earth watd-^-off 
those I turned toHeaven were cold, formal,' pha- 
rasaical meditations^— I brought nothing to the 
altar save straw and stubble. Heaven saw "Deed 
to chastise me in love — I was stripped of all that 
I clung to on earth-*my worldly honour was 
torn from me-^I went forth an exile from thfe 
home of my fathers, a deprived and a desolate 
man — a baffled, and beaten, and dishonoured 
man. But who ^all find out the ways of Pio-> 
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vidence ? Such were the means by which I was 
chosen forth as a champion for the truth— hold- 
ing my life as notbingf if thereby thai may be ad- 
vanoed. But this was not what I wished to speak 
of. Thou hast saved the earthly life of my child 
-—let me save the eternal welfere of yoors.^ 

Lady Peveril was silent. They were now ap^ 
proaehing the poiat where tbe avenue termina* 
ted in a communication with a public road, or 
rather pathway, running through an umndbsed 
common field ; this the lady had to proeecute fior 
a little way, until a turn of the path gave her ad* 
mittance into the park of Martindale. She now 
felt nncerely anxious to be in the open moon- 
shine, and avoided reply to BridgenortLthat she 
might make the more haste. But as they reaeb- 
ed the junction of the avenue and the public road^ 
he laid his hand on her arm, and commanded ra- 
ther than requested her to stop. She obeyied. 
He pointed to a huge oak, of the largest siae, 
which grew on the summit of a knoll in the open 
ground which terminated the avenue^ and was 
exactly so placed as to serve (be a termination to 
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the yista. The moonshine without the avenne 
was so strong, that amidst the flood of light 
which it poured on the venerable tree, they could 
easily discover, from the shattered state of the 
boughs on one side, that it had suffered damage 
from lightning. '^ Remember you,^ he audi 
''when we last looked together on that tree? I had 
ridden from London, and brought ¥rith me a pro* 
tection from the committee for your husband; 
and as I passed the spot— here on this spot iribere 
we now stand, you stood with my lost Alice— two 
•^-*the last two ci my beloved infants gamboQed 
before you. I leaped from my horse*-^U> fa^.JE 
was a husband — to those a father*— to you a wet 
come and revered protector^— What am I myw to 
any one P^ He pressed his hand on his brow, aid 
groaned in agony of spirit. 

It was not in the Lady Feverirs nature to hear 
torrow without an attempt at consolation* ^f Maa- 
t» Bridgenorth,^ she said^ '' I blame no|nasQ% 
creed^ while I believe and follow my own ; and I 
rcgoice that in yours you have sought consc^atiim 
for temporal afflictions. But does not ewry 
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Chfistian creed teach us alike, that offlictioti 
should soften our heart ?^ 

^ Ajj womah,^ said Bridgenorth, sternly, '< as 
the lightning which shattered yonder oak hath 
softened its trunk. No ; the seared wood is the 
filter for the use of the workman'— the hardened 
and the dried-up heart is that which can best bear 
the task imposed by these dismal times. Grod 
and mafa will no longer endure the unbridled 
proifligaey of the disiolute^^the stoffiAg of th^ 
pro&ne— the contempt of the divine law— ^bd 
infraction of human rights. The times demand 
fighters and avengers, and there will be no^ want 
of them."* 

^^ I deny not the e!xistenc6 of much evil,^ Siaid 
Lady Fe^ril, compelling herself to answer, and 
beginning at the same time td walk forwaird $ 
^* and from hearsay, though not, I thank Hea*- 
iren, from^bsetiration, I am convinced of the wild 
debauchery of the times. But let Us trust it may 
be corrected without such violent remedies as 
you hint at. Surely the ruin of a second civil 
-though I trust your thoughts go not that 
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dreadM lenglh — were at best a desperate ahier-' 
native.** 

^ l^arp, bat suie,^ refdied Bridgenordi. 
^* The blood g£ the Paschal lamb chased awajp 
the destroying angdU-the sacrifices oSiBTed mt 
the threshing-floor of Araunah, stayed the pcalft# 
lence. Fire and sword are severe remcdiesy bat 
they purge and purify.^ ^ 

! ^* Alas ! Major Bridgenorth,^ said the lady^ 
'< wise and moderate in your youth, can yon 
have adopted, in your advanced life the thoughita 
and language of those whom you yourself, be^ 
held drive themselves and the nation to the biink 
of ruin?'' .■^. 

^^ I know not what I tb^i wiis-*-you kno^not 
what I now am,^ he replied, and suddenly btoke 
off; for they even then came forth into the opett 
light, and it seemed as if, feeling himself under 
the lady's eye, h^ was disposed to soften his tcme 
and his language: 

At the first distind; view which she had of his 
person, she was aware that he was armed with a 
short aword, a pcmiard^ and pistols at his belt-— 
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precautions very unusual for a man who fbrmer- 
ly had seldom, and only on days of ceremony, 
carried a walking ri^ier,. though such was the 
habitual and constant practice of gentlemen of 
his station in life. There seemed also something 
of more stem determination than usual in his air, 
which indeed had always been rather sullen than 
affable ; and ere she could repress the sentiment^ 
she could not help saying, ^^ Master Brid^north^ 
you are indeed changed.^ 

You see but the outward man,^ he replied ; 

the change within is yet d^per. But it was 
not. of myself that I desired to talk— I have fd^ 
ready said, that as you have preserved my child 
from the darkness of the grave, I would willing* 
ly preserve yours from that more utter darkne8t» 
which, I fear, hath involved the path and walki 
of his father.^ 

^^ I must not hear this of Sir Geoffrey,^ said 
tiie Lady Peveril ; ^' I must bid you farewell for 
the present ; and when we again meet at a more 
suitable time, I will at least listen to your advice 
concerning Julian, although I should not per- 
haps adopt it.^^ 
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^ That more suitsUe dme nuij never oomey* 
refdied Bridgenorth. ^ Tinie wanes, eternity 
draws nigb. Ebarktn. It is said to be your 
purpose to send the yoong Julian to be bred tip 
m yonder bloody island^ under the hand of jrour 
kinswoman, that crud murthereas, by whom was 
done to death a man more worthy of vital exisU 
enoe than any that she can boast amongst her 
vaunted ancestry* These are curmt tldinga*^ 
Are they true ?^ 

^ I do not blame yoU) M»ter BiM%enorth, 
for thinking hardily of my ooiisin of Derby,^ 
said Lady Peveril ; <^ nor do I altogether vindi* 
Gate the rash action of which die hath been 
guilty. Nevertheless, in her habitation, it is my 
kusband^s opinion and my own, that Julian may 
be tnuned in the- studies and accomplishments 
becoming his rank, along with the young Earl 
of Derby* 

*^ Under the curse of God, and the blessing of 
the Pope of Rome,^ said Bridgenorth* *^ You, 
lady, «o quick-sighted in matters of earthly pru« 
donee, are you blind to the gigantic pace at 
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which Rome is moving to regain this country, 
once the richest gem in her usurped tiara ? The 
old are seduced by gold^r-^the youth by pleasi^re 
—the weak by flattery-*-*«owards by fear-— and 
the courageous by ambition* A thousand baits 
for each taste, and each but concealing the same 
deadly hook.^ 

. ^* I am well aware, Master Bridgenorth,^ said 
Lady Pereril, ^' that my kinswpman is a Catho« 
lie; but her son is educated in the Church. of 
England's principles, agreeably to the command 
of her deceased husband.^ . 
I .<< Is it Ukely,^ answ^ed Bridgeoorth, <^ that 
she, .who fears. not shedding the blood of the 
righteous, whether on the field or scaffold, will 
regard the sanction of her promise when her 
religion bids her break it P Or, if she does, what 
^1^ your son be the better if he remain in the 
mire of his father ? What are your Episcopal 
tenets but mere Popery ? save that ye have 
chosen a temporal tyrant for your Pope, and 
substitute a mangled mass in English for that 
which your predecessors pronounced in Latin. 
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«-Bai why wpetk I of these things to me who 
hath ean indeed, and eye% yet cannot see;, fieteft 
10^ or imdentand what k akme worthy.to be 
heaid, aeen^ and biomif Pity that irtiat hath 
haen wioiurht to fiurand e3uiiiifltehi-fiDaB.'-nnd 
in diqKWtkm, ahoidd be yet JbHod, dea^ wd ig- 
norant, like the things which perish f .'^ .;.:J 
.' ^ We shall not agnee on these subjects. Mas- 
ter Bndgenorth,^ said the lactjr, anadous still tp 
escape from this strange ooniiefence, . thou^ 
acaice knowing what to aj^rehend ; '^ cmoe inofe, 

I niust bid you farewell." 

^^ Stay yet a^ instant," he said, again laying 
his hand on her arm ; ^^ I would stop yoaif I s|iw 
you. rushing on the brink of an actual precipice 
••-4et me ppevent you from a danger still greater. 
How shall I work iqpon your unbelieving mind ? 
Shall I tell you that the debt of blood-shed yet 
remidns a debt to be paid by the bloody house 
of Derby ? And wilt thou send thy son to be 
among those from whom it shall be exacted iV 

'^ You wish to alarm me in vain. Master 
Bridgcnorth,'' answered tlic lady ; "what penal- 
ty' can be exacted from the Countess for an ac- 
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tk>n which I have already called a raeh one,' has 
been long unce levied.^ ' 

"You deceive yourself,^ retorted he, sternly*' 
«* Thmkyoaa paltry sum of money, given to be 
wittted on 4he debaucheries of Charles, can atone 
for the d^th «f such a man as Christian? 'a 
man preciouiialikfe to Ktoven and to earth f Not 
oii'sucii tlthhs isthe blood of the righteous to be 
poured 'fbHh! Ei^y hour^s delay is irambered 
down asadcKng interest to th^ griev6us debt, 
which will one day be required from that blood* 
thirsty woman.^ - ., 

At thirmoraent die distant tread of horses was 
heard on the road on which they held this singu* 
lar dialogue. Bridgenorth listened a^ moment, 
and then said, " Foiget that you have seen me 
•^-name not my name to ydur tieariest or dealr^t 
•^lock my counsel in yo^r bireast— profit by it^ 
and it shall be well with you.** 

So saying, he turned from her, and plunging 
through a gap in the fence, regained the cover of 
hisown wood, along which the path still led. 

The noise oi horses advancing at full trot, now 
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; and Lad J F^reril was ame of 
•evoal riden, whose fonns rose iodiatbicdlj oo the 
■iwrnif oC the risiiig gnmiid behmd her.. She 
Wcame also TisiUe to them; aadoaeortwo-cf 



dwilmpag her as they adranoed widi. the cry 
«f ^ Stand { Who goes there r* Thefimnaaet 
who caoie np^ hawewetf ezelahncdt ^.Mcicjr on 
IM^ if k be not my lady r and LadyjF^nrixfl^ at 
the ssme moment, reoog^iaed one cf hsr osna ssr* 
TBOtt Her husband rode up iimnsdialety after* 
wards, ^th, ^ How now, Dame Maigaret?' What 
aoakes yoii abroad so far from home^iand at an 
hour so late ?^ 

Lady Peveril mentioned her visit at the cot- 
ti^e^ but did not think it necessary to aay aught 
of having seen Major Bridgeoorth; afraid^ |t 
may be, that her husband might be diq>kased 
with that incident. 

^^ Charity is a fine thing, and a fair,^ answer- 
ed Sir Geoffrey ; " but I must tell you, you do 
ill, dame, to wander about the country like a 
quack-solvcr, at the call of every old woman who 
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has a ohoUc^fit ; and at this time of night espe- 
cially, and when the land is so unsettled besides.^ 

*^ I am sorry to hear that it is so,^ said the 
lady. ^^ I had heard no such news.^ 

<^ News P^ repeated Sir Oeofirey ; ** why here 
has a new plot broken out among the Round- 
heads, worse than Venner^s by a butt^s l^gtb ; 
and who should be so deep in it as our old ne^li- 
hour BridgenorthF There is search for him every 
where ; and I promise you, if he is founds he is 
like to pay old scores.^ 

<< Then I am sure, I trust he will not be 
found,^ said Lady PeveriL 

« Do you so ?" replied Sir Geoffrey. ^ Now I, 
on my part, hope that he wiU ; and it shall not 
be my fault if he be not ; for which effect I will 
presently ride down to Moultrassie, and make 
strict search, according to my duty ; there shall 
ndther rebel nor trmtor earth so near Martindale 
Castle, that I will assure them. And you, my 
lady, be pleased for once to dispense with a pil- 
lion, and get up, as you have done before, be- 
hind Saunders, who shall convey you safe home.^ 
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The lady obeyed in silence ; indeed she did 
not dare to trust her voice in an attempt to le* 
piy, so much was she disconcerted mth the iateh 
ligence she had justheard. '.''..*' . -• I 

She rode l^ehind the groom to the Castle, whei^ 
she awaited in great, anxiety the return o£ her 
husband. He came back at length ; but, to. bee 
great relief, without any prisoner.. He dienirac* 
{dauied'moce.fulfy than his haste had before pec* 
milted, that ahekpir^ss had come down; to Ches- 
terfield, with news from court of . a pu,rpoBedtink 
surrection among&t thelold ComnKmwealtk men, 
especially those who had served in the army ; and 
that Bridgenorth, said to be lurking in Derby- 
shire, was one of the principal con^irators. 

After some time, diis report of a conspiracy 
seemed to die away like many others of that pe« 
riod. The warrants were recalled, but nothing 
more was seen or heard of Major Bridgenorth ; 
although it is probable he might have shewn 
himself as openly as many did who lay under the 
same circumstances of suspicion. 

About this !;ime also, Lady Pevenl, with many 
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tears, took a temporary leave of her son Julian, 
who was senty as had long been intended, for the 
purpose of sharing the education of the young 
Earl of Derby. Although the boding words of 
Bridgenorth sometimes occurred to Lady Feve- 
lil^s mind, she did not suffer them to weigh with 
her in opposition to the advtotages, which the pa* 
tionageof the Countei$s of Derby secured to her 
son. 

The plan seemed to be in every respect suc< 

cessful ; and when, from time to time, Julian viFit* 

ed the house of hi^ father, Lady Peveril had the 

satisfaction to see him, on every occasion, impro^ 

ved in person and in manner, as well as ardent in 

the pursuit of more solid acquirements. In prcN 

cess of time, he became a gallant and accom« 

plished youth, and travelled for some time upon 

the continent with the young Earl. This was 

the more especially necessary for the enlarging of 

their acquaintance with th^ world ; because the 

CSountesa had never appear^ in London, or al 

the court of King Charles, since her flight to the 

Isle of Man in 1660 ; but had resided in solitary 
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md sristocratie slate, iltenudefy cm 
EogUmd «id in that UomL 

This bad giren to tlie educadon <^ both thir 
joung men, otherwise aa es:eellent as the Iwal 
teachers could render it, something of a nanovr 
and restricted diaracter ; but thoogfa thediqioii>i 
tkm of the young Eori was lighter and mavei^ioiaM 
tile tbnthaft of Jnfian, bodi die one and 4» 
other had profited, in a considerable degree, hf 
the opportunities afforded them. It was Ladj 
Derby^s strict injunction to her son, now retunw 
ing from the continent, that he should not ap* 
pear at the court of Charles. But having been 
for some time of age, he did not think it abso- 
lutely necessary to obey her in this particular i 
and had remained for some time in London, par- 
taking the pleasures of the gay court there, whh 
all the ardour of a y<Ming man bred up in com^ 
parative seclunon. 

In order to reconcile the Countess to this trans^ 
gression of her authority, (ibr he continued im 
entertain ibr her the profound respect in which 
he had been educated,) Lord Derby agreed to 
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make a long sojourn with her in her favourite 
island, which he abandoned almost entirely to 
her management. 

Julian Peveril had spent at Martindale Castle 
a good deal of the time which his friend had be- 
stowed in London ; and at the period to which, 
passing over many years, our story has arrived, 
as it were, per aaltym^ they were both living as 
the Countesses guests, in the Castle of Rushin, 
in the venerable kingdom of Man. 
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CHAPTER XL 



Mona— long hid fhxn diose irho roam tlit nudn. 



The Isle of Man, in the midst of the seven- 
teenth century, was something very diffei^rait, as 
a place of residence, from what it is now. Men 
had not discovered its merit, as a place of occa- 
sional refuge from the storms of life, and the so- 
ciety to be there met with was of a very uniform 
tenor. There were no smart fellows, whom fcnr- 
tune had tumbled from the seat ci thor ba- 
rouches— -no plucked pigeons, or winged rooks 
— ^no disappointed speculators—no ruined mi- 
ners — ^in short, no one worth talking to. The 
society of the island . was limited to the na- 
tives themselves, and a few merchants, who lived 
by contraband trade. The amusements were 

8 
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rare and monotonous, and the mercurial young 
Earl was soon heartily tired of his dominions. . 
Julian was seated in the deep recess which led 
to a latticed window of the Old Castle ; and^ 
with his arms crossed, and an air of profound 
contemplation, was suryeyiipg the long perspec- 
tive of ocean, which rolled its successive waves 
up to the foot of the rock on which' the ancient 
pile is founded. The Earl was suffering under 
the infliction of ennui— now looking into a vo* 
lume of Homer^-naw,whistling-^ow swinging 
on his duor—now ^aversing the roomr-^till, fit 
length, his attent^ became swallowed up i^ 
admkation of the tranquillity of his companiqf), 

• 

^^ King of Men r^ be siud, repealing the, fi^ 
vourite epit^e^ by which Homer describes ;i^gap 
meMUion,— " I trust, for the old.GreeJtXsake,,|)^ 
had a merrier of&ce than being King pf Maj]^. 
MpBi philosophical Julia(n, will, nothing rQi^ ti\f^ 
— not even.a ,bad pun on my o^n royal diqgifity T^ 
. *\ I wish you would be a little mpi^e the . King 
in Man,^' said Julian, starting from his reverie^ 
>< and then you would, fipd more amm^^^ient in 
your dommions," 

VOL.1. a 
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^ What ? dethrone that rojal Semiranis mj 
mother/* said the young lord, ^ who has as mach 
fdeastire in plajrnig Queen as if she were a real 
Soremgn?— -I wonder you can give me sodi 
oouuseu 

^ Your mother, as you weD know, my dear 
Derby, would be delighted, did you take any 
interest in the affairs of the island.* 

*^ Ay, truly, she would permit me to be King ; 
but she would choose to remam Viceroy over 
tte. Why, she would only gain a subject the 
morej by my converting my spare thne, which 
is so very valuable to me, to the cares of roy- 
alty. No, no, Julian, she thinks- it power, to 
direct all the petty affairs of these poor Manx- 
men ; and, thinking it power, she i^ds it plea- 
sure. I shall not interfere, unless idiif hold a 
high court of justice again. I cannot afford to 
pay another fine to my brother, Eiing; CfaHrles-^ 
But I forget — this is a sore point with yAu.'^ 

" With the Countess, at least," replied Julian ; 
•« and I wonder you will speak of it," 

" Why, I bear no malice against the poor 
man's memory any more than yoursblf, though 
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I have not the same reasons for holding it in 
▼eneraticMi,^ replied the Earl of Derby ; *^ and 
yet I have some respect for it too. I remember 
their bringing him out to die-^It was the first 
holiday I ever bad in my life, and I heoitily wish 
it had been on some other account^ 

*^ I would rather hear yoii speak erf* any thing 
else, my lord,^ said Julian. 

** Why, there it goes,^ answered the Earl ; 
^ whenever I talk of any thing that puts you on 
yout' metal, and warms your blood, that runs as 
cold as a mey-iiian^s-**4D use a simile of this hap- 
py. isIaiid-«-*Hey pass i you press me to change 
the 8ub^t~WeU, what shall we talk of ?— 
O, Julian, if you had not gone dewn to earth 
yourself among the castles and caverns of Der- 
byshire, we should have had enough of delici- 
ous topics— -the play-houses, Juliaii— Both the 
Kings's house and the Duke^s-^-Lbuis^s establish- 
saent is a jest to them ;— »and the Ring in the 
Pitrk, which beats the Corso at Naples— and the 
beauties, who beat the whole world.^ 

I am very willisg to hear you speak on the 
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•object, my lord,"* answered Jufian ; ^ the less 
I lunre:8een of the Londoa world injadtj the 
Biote I am like to be amused by jour aco ou B t 

efky . 

' ^Ay9iiijfiieiid.JmtwfaeDetob^[ui?-4-inththe 
wit of Buckingham, and Sedley, and £thcv^e^ 
or with the grace oil Hairy Jennyn — 4he courte- 
sy of the Duke of Monmouth, or with die lore^ 
linessof LaBelle Hamilton— of the DadiesBof 
Bichmond*— of Lady — ; — ^ the penB(m of Boxa^ 
lana^ the smart humour of Mrs Nelly " ' * • 
. <* Or what say you to the bewitaching sofoerics 
of Lady Cynthia 7^ demaiided his compaoicm. i 
^' Faith, I would have kept these to myself, 
to follow your prudent example. But since you 
ask me, I faii^y own I cannot tell what to say of 
them ; only I think of them twlenty tiraesas often 
^.all the beauties I have spoke of. And yet she 
is neither the twentieth part so beautiful as the 
plainest of these court beauties, nor so witty as 
the dullest I have named, nor so modish*— that 
is the great matter— as the most obscure. I can- 
not tell what makes me doat on her, except that 
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she is 08 caprieioua as her whole sex put toge- 

', : ^^ That I should think a smafll recommeDda- 
tioQ,^ answered his companion. 

^^ Small, do you term it,^ answered the Earl, 
*/ a(Qd wrUe yourself a brother of the angle? 
.Why^ which like you! best? to pull a. dead 
strain on a miserable gudgeon, which you draw 
Itehore by mcun forces as the fellows 'here tow 
in their ^shing-boats— or a lively salmon, that 
ikiakes' your rod orack, ; and your line whistle-^ 
plays you ten thoitsand miisckievous praidcis— 
iWearies your heart out with hopes anid fe^rs**-^ 
and -is enlylaid {>anting>on the bank, a£t&t you 
bave shewn the most unmatchable display c^ 
skill, patience, and dexterity ?-*— But I see you 
hitve a' mind to go on angling after your own old 
fashion. Off laced coat, and on brown jerkin ;— 
lively colours scare fish in the sober waters of 
the Isle of Man;-vfaith, in London you will 
catch few, unless the bait glistens a little. But 
you are going P-— well, good luck to you. I will 
take to the barge ; — the sea and wind are less in*> 
fionstant than the tide you :baye embarked on/^ 



S0S VKVMMU^ OF THE BMJJL* 



it 



You have ieamed to taj itt them mnmtt 
things in London, my lord,^ answered Juliaa ; 
<< bnt we shall have jrott a penitent tot diem^ if 
Lady Cynthia be of mj nuad. Adkm, aad 
pleasure till we meet.^ 

The young men parted aooordkigly ; mid wUle 
the Earl betook him to his pleemure toyage^ Ju- 
Kao^ as his friend had prophesied, assumed th^ 
dress of one irito means to amuse himself miA 
anting. The bat and feather were ^eKc^ai^ed 
ler a cap of grey cloth ; the deeply-»laeed dwik 
and doujblet for m simple jacket of the samejMk 
lour, iFith hose ooaforming ; and (finally, with 
rod in hand, and panier at bis back, mounted 
upon a handsome Manx poney, young FemU 
rode bnskly over the ooantry which divided him 
Erom one of those beautiful streams, that 4e* 
soend to the sea ficoa the Kirk-Merlagh mOMi^ 
tains. 

Having reached the spot where be meant to 
commence his day'^s sport, J^ulian let his little 
steed graze, which, accustomed to the situa- 
tion, followed lum like a dog ; and now and 
then, when tieed of picking JiejHbage in the vail^ 
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through whidi the stream winded, came near his 
mafiter's $ide, axid, as if be bad been a curious 
amateur of the spprt, gazed pn the troi^ts as Ju« 
liau brought theka struggling to the shore. But 
Fairy^s mast^ shewed, on thsit d^y, little of tha. 
patiei¥» of a real angler^ and took no heed to 
old Isaac Walton's reoommeodntion, to fish th€| 
streams inch by inch. He cbose, indeed, with 
an angler^s eye, llie most promising casts, where 
the stream broke sparkling over ii. stone, affprd^ 
ing the woated shelter to a trout ; or where^ 
gliding away from a rippling current to a stUl 
eddy, it streamed under the projecting bank, 
or dashed from the pool of some low cascade. 
By this judicious selection of spots whereon to 
employ his art, th^ sportsman^ basket was soon 
sufficiently heavy, to shew that his occupation 
was not a UHflre pretext ; and so soon as this w^ 
the case, he walked briskly up the glen, only 
making a cast from time to time, in case of his 
being observed:' fcom any of the neighbouring 
heights. 

It was a little green and rocky vaUey through 
which thfi brook sti^^ed, very lonely, althouf^ 
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Ae sBght track of an inrfbnned raad diewed that 
k' was ooeaskmally traversed, ani that it was not 
altogether void of inhahitants. As* Feveril ad- 
timced still ferther^ die right baiik reHcAmd to 
tefibe distaoee'^roHi the'stxeam, leaving' a fiieoe 
6f meadow ground,-the lower part ^ which be- 
ing close to the bnxA, was entirdy covered with 
iiA herbage ; 'bekig, poeably, opraiaonaHy irri^ 
gated by its overfk^w. The -i^^ier - part 4>f the 
level ground affimded a stance icnr aa oU- house, 
ef a angular stinictuFe, with a terraced garden, 
and a cultivated ^fidld or two beside it* - In for- 
mer times^ a Danish or Norwegian fastness Md 
stood here, called the Black-Fort, from the co- 
lour of a "huge heathy hUl, which, rising be- 
hind the building, appeared to be the boundary 
bf the vailey, and to afford the source of the 
brook. But the original ;6tructure had been long 
demoHshed, as, indeed, it probably only con. 
insted of dry stones, and its materials had been 
applied to the construction of the p'esent man- 
non— the work of some churchman, . during 
the sixteenth century, as was evident finom the 
hi^ stone-wcMrk of its windows^ which aoaroe 
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left room for Ught to pass thirough, as well as 
from two or three heavy buttresses, which pro- 
jected from the front of the house, and exhibited 
on thar surface little niches forcinaages. . Thes^ 
bad been carrfuUy destroyed^ -and pots of flowers 
wei^ placed in the nkshes in their, stead, besides 
their being ornamented by- creeping plants of va- 
rious kinds, ftucifuily twined around them. The 
garden was also in good order ; and though the 
tipot was extremely solitary, there was about it 
altogether an air dP comfort, accommodation, 
and even elegance, by no means generally charac- 
teristic o£ the habitations of the island at ^ that 
time. 

With much circumspection, Julian Peveril ap- 
proached the low 'Gothic porch, whidi defended 
the entrance of the mansion from the tempests in- 
tddent to its situation, and was, like the buttresses, 
overrun with ivy and other creeping plants. An 
iron ring, contrived so as when drawn up and 
down to rattle agidnst the bar of notched iron 
through which it was suspended, served the pur- 
pose of a knocker ; and to this he applied him. 
sdf, though with the greatest precaution. 
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He reo^ved no answer for some tiBfi^ 4Bid io- 
jdeed H seemed as if the house was totally unii^ 
babited ; when, at length, his impatieacc ^jetting 
ihe upper hand, he tried to open the door, and 
as it was ookj upon the latch, very ^asilj sue- 
eeeded. He passed throii^ a little low-arched 
bally the upper end of which wap pccimied by a 
ataircase, and twming to the left, opened the door 
of a jummer parlooTy wmnsootted with Idack oak, 
and very simply famished with cfaaiip And taUes 
of the same materials ; the former ctishioned with 
leather. The apartment was gloomy— one of those 
atoae-shafled windows which we haye ipentioned, 
with its small latticed panes, and thick garland of 
foliage, admitting but an imperfect light* 

Over the chimney-piece (which was of the same 
masave materials with the pannelling of the apart- 
ment,) was the only ornament of the room; apaint- 
iog, namely, representing an officer in the milita- 
ry dress of the Civil Wars ; the short band which 
hung down on the cuirass— -his orange-coloured 
scarf, but above all, the sbnrtness of his dose-cut 
hair, shewing evidently to which of the great par- 
ties he had belonged His right band rested on tile 
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hilt of his svord ; and ki the left he held « (unall 
Bible, bearing the inficription, ^ In hoc stgno.^ 
The eounteDance was of an oli^e complexioni 
with deep Uack ejes, and ai} cral fonn of fao&-«* 
one of those phydtognainieB, to which, though not 
otherwise unjdeasing, we naturally attach the idea 
of meianoholy and of misfartune. Apparently it 
was well known to Julian Peveril ; for, after ha« 
ving looked at it for a long time, he could not 
Eorbear jButtering aloud, ^ What would i give 
dbat that man bad never been born, or that he 
atiU lived r 

*^ How now«-bow is this ?^ said a female, who 
entered the room as he uttered this reflection. 
^ You here, Master Peveril, in spite of all the 
warnings yo€i have had ? You here, in the pos- 
session of folk^s house when they are abroad, 
and talking to yourself, as I shall warrant ?^ 

" Yes, Mistress Deborah,^ said Peveril, " I 
am jiere once more, as you see, against every 
prdbibition, and in defiance of all danger. — 
Where is Alice ?'^ 

" Where you wiU never see her. Master Ju- 

10 
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liaa— -jroa majr Mtisfy younelf of dnl,*' 
ed IfistiSM IMxicib, £nr it was that leqiectadile 
ip m f e t iu mte ; and fliaking down at die same tiflie 
npon one of the huge leadiem diain^ die began 
to fin hendf with her handkerchief, and eom- 
pbun of the beat in a most ladylike fSidwnu 
> In fact, HistieK Debbbeh, while her exterior 
infinuited a connderable dmnge of coodidon fiir 
the better, and her ooontenance shewed the less 
finrourable effects of thetwentj years idiidi had 
fiasied orer her head, was in mind and manners 
very much what she had been when she battled 
the ojnnions of Madam Eilesmere at Martindale 
Castle. In >a word, she was selflwilled, obstinate, 
and coquettish as ever, otherwise no iM-disposed 
person. Her present appearance was that of a 
woman of the better rank. From the sobrie^ 
of the fashion of her dress, and the uniformity 
of its colours, it was plain she belonged to some 
sect which condemned superfluous gaiety in 
attire ; but no rules, not those of a nunnery 
or of a quaker^s society, can prevent a little 
£oq}xttxy in that particular, where a woman b 
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desirous of being supposed to retain some claim 
to personal attention. All Mistress Deborah^s 
garments were so arranged as might best set 
off a good-looking woman, whose countenance 
indicated ease and good cheer-— who called her- 
self £ve-and-thirty, and was well entitled, if she 
had a mind, to call herself twelve or fifteen yeart 
older. < 

Julian was under the necesmty of enduring 
all her tiresome and fahtastk; airs, and awaiting 
with patience till she had ^^ prinked herself and 
pinned herself ^— flung her hoods backhand drawii 
them forward-*-tsnuffed at a little bottle of es* 
sences— closed her eyes like a djring fowl— turnled 
th6m lip like a duck in a thunder-stcnrm ; when 
dt length, having exhausted her round of mmam- 
defies f she condescended to open the conversation, 

^* These walks will be the death of me,^ she saidy 
^^ and all on your account, Master Julian Peve»> 
ril ; for if Dame Christian should learn that you 
have chosen to make your visits to her niece, I 
promise you Mrs Alice would be soon obliged to 
find other quarters, and so should I.^ 

17 
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^^ Come DOW, Mistress Deborah, be good-bu- 
moured,^ said JuKan ; ^' coonder, was not aH 
this intimacy of ours ()f your own makbi^? IKd 
yon not make yourself known to me the very first 
tkne I strolled up this glen with my fisfaa^-iod, 
and tell me that you were my fiyrin^ keeper, and 
tjiat Alice had been my little pIay*ieIlow P And 
what could there be more natural, than that I 
shenld. come back and ase two such agceeable 
persims as often as I ooukT ?^ 

<^ Yes^'' said Dam& Tkbcarah ; ^ but I did not 
bid you fall in lore with us though, or propose 
such a matter as marriage either ta Alice or my« 
self." 

** To do you justice, you never did, Debonh,^ 
answered the youth ; <' but what of that ? Siitfh 
things will come out before one is aware. I am 
mire you must have heard such proposals fifty 
tim^s when you least expected them." 

** Fie, fie, fie, Master Julian Peveril," said the 
gouvemante ; ^^ I would have you to know that 
I have always so behaved myself, thait the best 
of the land would have thought twice of it ; and 
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have very well considered both what he was go- 
ing to say, and how he was going to saj it, be- 
fore he came out with such proposals to me.^ 

*^ True, true, Mistress Deborah,'' continued 
Julian ; << but all the world have not your dis- 
cretion. Then Alice Bridgeriorth is a child— a 
mere child ; and one always asks a baby to fa^ 
one's little wife, you know. Come, I know you 
will forgive me. Thou wert ever the best natu- 
red, kindest woman in the world ; and you know 
you have said twenty times we were made for 
each other.'*' 

' '* O no. Master Julian Peveril ; no, no, no !" 
ejaculated Deborah. << I may indeed have said 
your estates were born to be united ; and to be 
sure it is natural to me, that come of the old 
stock of the honest yeomanry of Peveril of the 
Peak^s estate, to wish that it was all within the 
ring fence again ; which sure enough it might be, 
were you to marry Alice Bridgenorth; But then 
there is the knight your father, and my lady 
your mother ; and there is hier father, that is half 
crazy with his religion ; and her aunt, that wears 
eternal black grogram for that unlucky Cofenel 
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Cbriitian; and there is the CcuataM of Serivf, 
tfaflt would ierTeusailwiththefflBMSMweif ve 
were tHinking of aoj thing that would dufdoKe 
her. And besides all thjOyjoa have brake jour 
word with lliatre» Aliee, and evsy thiqg is 
over between yoa ; and I amof opunonitisqiute 
right it should be all over. AndperiuqpsitiBajbe^ 
Master Julian, that I should have dioagbt ao a 
long time ago, before a child like Ahee put it 
into my head ; but I am ao good-natured.^ 

No flatterer like a lover, who wisl)^ to cany 
his point 

' ^^ You are the best-natured, kindest creature in 
the world, Deborah. — But you have never seen 
the ring I bought for you at Paris. Nay, I will 
put it on your finger myself ;— what ! your fos- 
ter-son, whom you loved so well, and took such 
care of?'' 

He easily succeeded in putting a pretty ring 
of gold, with a humorous affectation of gal- 
lantry, on the fat finger of Mistress Deborah Deb- 
bitch. Hcr's was a soul of a kind often to be 
met with, both among the lower and higher vulr 
gar, who, without being, on a broad acale^ acr 
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cessible to bribes or corruptidD, are nevertheless 
much attached to perquisites, and considerably 
biassed in their line of duty, though perhaps in- 
sensibly, by the love of petty observances, petty 
presents, and trivial compliments. Mistress Deb- 
bitch turned the ring round, and round, and 
round, and at length said, in a whisper, *' Well, 
Master Julian Peveril, it signifies nothing deny- 
ing any thing to such a young gentleman as you, 
for young gentlemen are always so obstinate ! 
and so I mky as well tell you, that Mistress Alice 
walked back from Kirk-Truagh along with me, 
just now, and entered the house at the same time 
with myself.^ 

" Why did you not tell me so before ?^ said 
Julian, starting up ; " where — where is she ?^ 

<* You had better ask why I tell you so nowy 
Master Julian,^ said Dame Deborah ; *^ for I 
promise you, it is against her express cominaiuls ; 
and I would not have told you, had you not look- 
ed so pitiful ; — but as for seeing you, that she 
will not — and she is iu her own bed-room, with 
a good oak door shut and bolted upon her«*that 

VOL. I. s 
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18 one comforts— And so, as for any breach of 
trust on my part-^I promise you the little saucy 
naax gives it no less name—^it is quite impossU 

^iiMiDoiJiot say.-so^ <Qeborah-*-4>nly»go-«M»Iy 
li!j^w-4eUiier tO'faearme-TieU her Lha^v^^i Jhib- 
4red excuses for disobejring her o(Hnmand»«-4e]l 
bev Lbave^no doubt to get over aUiobstades^at 
Mmrtindale-OastleuT: * ,>.«:..... <.. .^ , i^ 
! ofi^Naj^ I tell you itis^all in^^n^r 9Q]^ie4 the 
daii]!b.e '>(''Whtis*i saw your ^ cap ^ndL^trodlyuig 
inithehall,'! did but say, < there be is again^^ 
aod dieran up the stmrs like a-youi^^defiff-; and 
I heard key turned, and bolt shot, l3»e J c^uld 
say a ^gle^ wordnto stop hsr^^timsjpvel you 
heard'her not*^ — ^.^ ... • ^ v -. i j-a j • x-. < ...^ ». 
c •*' It was because I am, as I ever wa% an owk-^ 
a dreaming Ibd, who let^l those goldei^ minutes 
pasS) which my luckless life holds out to me so 
rarely* — Wejl — tell hpr I'go«*->^»f<ir erer— go 
where she will hear no more of me^-^-^^h^re- ik> 
one shfdll hear more of me.^ •-. -* - ..- * . 
...«.<0, the Father r said the dame, ^< bear h%m 

3 »* • *■■*■' 
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he talks I-«.What will become of Sir Geoffreyi and 
your mother^ and of me, and of the Countess^,^ 
you were to go so far as you talk of ? And what 
would beoome of poor Alice too ? for I will be 
sworn she likes you better than she says^/and I 
know 8h6 used to sit and look the way that you 
use to come' up the stream, Mid now and tbenask 
me if the morning was good for fishing. And all 
the while you were on the Continent, asthiey^aU 
ily Aeisoaroelyjuiiiled onoe^unless it. was when 
she got these two beautiful long 'lettors about fo* 
reign parts.^ 

<^ Friendship, Dame Deborah— only friend- 
ship—cold and calm remembrance of one who, 
by your kind permission, stole in on your soli- 
tude now and then, with news from the living 
wcHrld without.— Once, indeed, I thought — ^but 
it is all over— farewell.'* 

So saying, he covered his face with one hand, 
and extended the other, in the act of bidding 
adieu to Dame Debbitch, whose kind heart be- 
came unable to withstand the sight of his afflic- 
tion. 

*^ Now, do not be in such haste,"" she said ; 



876 



PicVEKlL OF THE PEAK. 



<^ I will go up again, and tell her how it stands 
with you, and bring her down, if it is in wolnan^s 
power to do it.*** 

And so saying, she left the apartment and ran 
upstairs.  "'' '« » ^ J' ♦» ; 

Julian Peveril, meanwhile, paced the apart- 

*  

ment in great agitation^ waiting tb0, success of 
Deborah^ int^t«^S^ti ; l^nd' shei^emained long 
enough absent to give us time to explain, in a 
short retrospect^ the xarcupistalice^wbich, Im^I led 
txi'his present ^^lltlonl• * « » .., 
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Ah me ! for anght that ever I could read, 

Could cweT^tkfhftaitii^yiMnabfs ' '- -' '^ '■ 
^yhe course,^ tr^<^Jx)ve ij^vqr did run 8moot)i ! 

Mlitumfner 2^%ghf» Dreain, ' 

 * ' ►• 1..' i' • / ., -ill. .-• ij, u ./..<:• • 

The celebitted passage Which we liBtvte^ pre- 
fixed to this chapter, has; fik^ isadsi dbidr^iiitns 
of the same author, its foundation in real expe- 
rience. The period at which love is felt most 
strongly, is seldom that at which there is much 
prospect of its being brought to a happy is^ue.. 
The state of artificial society opposes many com- 
plicated obstructions to eu*]y marriages ; and the 
chance is very great, that such obstacles proye. 
insurmountable. In fine, th^re are few men who 
do not look back in secret to some period of their 
youth, at which a sincere and early affection was 
repulsed, pr betrayed, or became abortive from 
opposing circumstances. It is these little pas- 
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sages of secret history, which leave a tinge of 
romance in every bosom, scarce permitting- us, 
even in the most busy or the most advanced pe* 
nod of life, to listen with total indifference to a 
tale of true love. 

Julian Peveril had so fixed his affiectiong, as 
to ensure the fullest share of that oj^posidoa 
which early attadhtnents are so ajpt to encounter* 
Yet nothing so natural as that he should have 
dohe'so. In eariy youth, Daihc DebHtch had 
adtti^^vtany m^ 'with'the '^n of lier; fifct pa^ 
tNlii^,' aebd Wlio had himself becfn hef «afliest 
ehdrge,^A^bibg«in the little brotdo already: itioo 
tisced^ iAAch watered the valley in wliich she-i»- 
nded'with iAlice Bridgenorth* The dame^i cu^ 
rioMty easily discovered who he was; and be^dcs 
tll<^ interest which persons in her condition usuaL 
}y ^aice in ^the young people who haive beoQ^ un-^ 
der their eharge, slm wiaa delighted with ther op- 
pbrtunity to talk about former times^^-^about 
Marfindale Castle, and friends there^-^bout Sir 
Geoffrey and his good lady — and now and then, 
about Lance Outram, the park-keeper. ' 

The mere pleasure of gratifying her inquiries^ 
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wmild toirce have had poirer enough to mduoe 
Julian to repeat his risit& to the lonely glen ; 
but Beborah * had' a otenpanioo^-^ lovely girl'^ 
bfed ia'flolitudei and in the quiet and uiifiretend- 
ifig tastes which solitude encourages— ^jm^ted 
ahN9 and inquisitive, and listening, with a laugh- 
ing idKek, andm* eager eye, to every tale which 
th^ young aeof^ brdughtr from the town and 
dasde. 'I , 
""Theivunts ^if- Julian to th^' Black-Fort were 
only ocoaisional-^HM^.far Dame. Deborah* shewed 
common aeoB&^fi^hich was, perhaps^ in^ired by 
the sj^rehensiea of losing* her place, in case of 
discovery^ She had, indeed, great confidence in 
the strong and rooted beUefo-^ianounting almost 
to superstitKHi— -which Major Bridgenorth en- 
tertained, that his daughter'^s continued health 
could only be ensured, by her «6ntiniiiBg under 
the charge of one who had acc]uired Lady Peve- 
ril'S supposed «kill in treating diose subject td 
such ailments. This belief* Dame Deborah had 
improved to the utmost of her simple cunnings— • 
always speaking in something of an oracular tone^ 
upon the subject of her charge's health, and hint- 
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ing at ceitmn my sterioos niles neoessaiy Id maiii^ 
taiD it in the present faTourable state. She had 
availed herself of this artifice, to procure for her- 
self and Alice a separate establishm^it. at the 
Black-FcHt 1^ for it was originally Major Bridge* 
north^s resolution, that his daughter and her 
gburemante should remain under the same xoof 
with the sister-in-law of his decease<^ wif(^ the 
widow of the unfortunate Colonel Christian^ But 
this lady was broken down with premature age, 
brought on by sorrow; and, in, a ahoct vi^il 
which Major Bridgenorth made to. the ialaBd, he 
was easily prevailed on to consider beir house at 
Kirk-Truagh, as a very cheerless residence for 
his daughter. Dame Deborah, who longed for 
domestic independence, was careful to increase 
this impression by alarming her patron^s fears 
on account of Alice^s health. *< The mansion of 
Kirk-Truagh stood, she said, much exposed to 
the Scottish winds, which could not but be cold, 
as they came from a country where there was ice 
and snow at Midsummer.^^ In short, she prevail- 
ed, and was put into full possession of Black- 
Fort, a house which, as well as Kirk-Truagb, 
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belonged formerly to Christian, and now to his 
widow. 

Still, however, it was enjoined on the gou- 
vernante and her charge, to visit Kirk-Truagh 
from time to time, and to consider themselves as 
under the management and guardianship of Mis- 
tress Christian — a state of subjection, the sense 
of which Deborah endeavoured to lessen, by as- 
suming as much freedom of conduct as she pos- 
sibly dared, under the influence, doubtless, of 
the same feelings of independence which induced 
her, at Martindale-Hall, to spurn the advice of 
Mistress Ellesmere. 

It w^s this generous disposition to defy con- 
trol which induced her to procure for Alice, 
secretly, some means of education, which the 
stern geniusofpuritanism would have proscribed. 
She ventured to have her charge taught music— i 
nay, even dancing ; and the picture of the stem 
Colonel Christian trembled on the wainscot where 
it was suspended, while the sylph-like form of 
Alice, and the substantial person of Dame De- 
borah, executed French chaussies and boriesy to 
the sound of a small kit, which screamed under 
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the bbW'df Monsieur Jb^l^t^l'/lialftsmQggler, 
half dancing-master. This abomination readied 
the^eamofth^Colonel^ widow, an^hf her-maB 
<i)ttfinunicatedtoBridg«north, ^hosetmidden. «pu 
peacrtfnciEi in the idiand ftheNrod theimportaixe he 
attitch^ to th^ ootiamtmidatkm. -Had she been 
faithleiis to'her owfi icause, that had been tbe la^ 
tiit 4iour ' of Misti^ss 'Deboirah?*s /ttdmini^fiiiLtioni 
9<iif lltke retrtetett intd h^ 8trcmg<^hdbd; • ^ 

'^ Dancing,^ she said^ ^* was efSoerdtt) fegulat' 
ted^nd timed by mUsio ; and it stood to reason, 
thaft it nfust b(b the best of all exerdfde^ fbr a ddi* 
cate person, especially as it coaid be'take&'Wiidi- 
iil dbors, atld in all states ot the Weather/*'' ' 

Bridgenorth ^Hstenedy with d>'elotided and 
thoughtful brow, when, in exempliflcatioli df her 
dbctrine, Mistress Deborah, 'who 'wafr no con- 
temptible performer cto the iriol,b^a» 'to jangle 
SeUenger's Round, and commanded Alicevto 
dance an old Etigliish measure to the tune. -^As 
the half-bashful, hal&smiling ^1, about 'four^- 
teen, for such was her age, moved gracefully to 
the music, the father^s eye unavoidably followed 
the light spring of her step, and marked with 
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jojrtkd ridirig '€6loui^ inih^roh^eki ' When tht 
danee vras orer, he fbldied ber in his arms, smooth- 
ed her somewhat disorder^ }o6k$ with a father\i 
affiectidnatehand^ smiled, Idissed her brow, and 
took his leave, without dme sitigle word further 
intepdicfdng the exerdse of dancing; He did oot 
hhnsrif eomtnunicate the result of his visit at the 
BlAckJFort to Mistt'eser Christian, but ishe was 
not long of learning it, by the triumph of Dame 
Deborah on heir next visit : ' t 

t^It'is well^^ said 'the stern old lady; >^my 
brother Btidgenorth^hath permitted you to make 
a Herodias of Alice, and teach her dancing. You 
have only now to find her a partner for life-^I 
sbaii neither meddle tniMr make more in their a& 
fairs.**'^ " • '•■»» ■•«' ■'' ■■' • . '• ■•  •» 

In* fact, the triumph of Dame Deborah, or 
rather of Dame Nature, on thi»' occasion^ had 
more important effects 'tham the former had ven^ 
tured t<y ' ^anticipate ; for Mistress jChristian^ 
though shC' received with all formality the formal 
visits of the gouvemaMe and her charge, seemed 
thenceforth so much petted with the issue of her 
remonstrance, upon the enormity of her niece 
dancing to a little fiddle, that she appeared to 
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giTe up interference in her affairs^ and left Dame 
Sebbitch and Alice to mani^ both education 
and house-keeping — in which die had hitherto 
greatly interfered— much after their own pleasure. 
It was in this independent state that thejr 
fived, when JuDan first iri«ited their halntation i 
and be was the rather encouraged to do ao by 
Dame Deborah, that she believed him to be one 
crf^the last persons in the world with whom Mistress 
Christian would have desired her niece to be ac- 
quainted — the happyspirit of oonttadictioD super* 
seding, with Dame Deborah, on this, as on odier 
occasions, all consideration of th^ fitness of things^ 
She did not act altogether without precaution 
ndther. She was aware she had to guard not duly 
against any reviving interest on the part of Mis- 
tress Christian, but against the sudden arrival of 
Major Bridgenortb, who never failed once in the 
year to make his appearance at the Black-Fort 
when least expected, and to remain there for a 
few days. Dame Debbitch, therefore, exacted of 
Julian, that his visits should be few aiid far be- 
tween ; that he should condescend to pass for a 
relation of her own, in the eyes of two ignorant 
Manks girls and a lad, who fi^rmed her establish- 
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niei\t ; and that he should always appear in his 
angler'^8 dress made of the simple Loughtcm or 
buff-coloured wool of the island, which is not 
subjected to dyeing. By these precautions, she 
thought his intimacy at the Black-Fort would be 
entirely unnoticed, or considered as immaterial, 
while, in the meanwhile, it furnished much amuse- 
ment to her cbargie and herself. . 

This was accordingly the case during the 
earlier part, of their intercourse, while JuBan 
was a lad, and Alice a girl two or three years 
younger. But as the lad shot up to youth, and 
the girl to womanhood, even Dame Deborah 
Debbitch'*s judgment saw danger in their con- 
tinued intimacy. She took an opportunity to 
tommUnicate to Julian who Miss Bridgenorth ac- 
tually was, and the peculiar circumstances which 
placed discord between ^heir fathers. He heard 
the story of their quarrel with interest and sur- 
prise, for he had only resided occasionally at 
Martindale Castle, and the subject of Bridge^ 
north^s quarrel with his father had never been 
mentioned in his presence. His imagination 
caught fire «! the sparks afforded by this singular 
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story ; and, far from complying with the pru« 
dent remoDStrpcBceiof Dame Deborah, and gra- 
dually estrangbg himself from the Black-Fcrt 
and its Sm iiuKat%>jhe fiimkl]r:4eolai^, he ooph 
nderedjhiaintimtttiyithei:eweasui(%«o(«imj^^ 
ais.intim«tmglhe;iifUl of Heavaa^^that: Alieefiili 
he.iraverdefflgtiedlcmeaeh other, jftiapifte of .elMy 
obstacle which pdsam^OTipr^udii^'fOQfidd Wfim 
up helinjQt thern^ f;.TIiey bad beea 
in infSuic^; and AiUtde, exertion of memory.i 
bled him to recal;hi»)0hi)diA gri€£ifor the uma^ 
pected land sudden [ dis^pfiearaiiQe of biftfUtde 
co«pan]OQ,;whom;be>was destined agwn to meet 
mtk in the early Uoom of iop«)ing< beauty^ iara 
country .whid:^ was foreignito them both* ! f.«.^t 
-'.. Dame Deborah was confounded at»the conse- 
quences of hf^jcommunicationy which, had limp 
blown into a flame the passion .which she hoped 
it would have either, prevented oir extinguished 
She had not the soirt^f head which resists the nma- 
culine and energetioiiemonstrancesjof passiqnale 
attachment, whether addressed to< her on hev/own 
account, or on behalf of ^another. She iamentad, 
and WQndered>andendcd bear fecbfe oppomlioii^by 
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weeping, and sympathizing, and consenting to al- 
low the continuance of Julian's visits, providing 
he was only to address himself to Alice in thecapa- 
ei<»y of a ftiehd-; for the worM, she wo«id -consent 
to nothing more. She was not, however, so umpie, 
but that she also had.her forebodmgS'^ the^ de- 
signs of Providence on this youthful <M>up}e ; £€X 
certainly they could not be more formed to be 
united than the good estates df 'Martindale and 

Moultrassici • i.« - 

- 'The» came ^a long sequence of reflections. 
Mar^indale Casde wanted but scnne repairs to 
bfe almost equal to Chalsw(M:th. The Hall might 
be allowed to go to ruin ; or^ what Would-be bet- 
ter^ when Sir Gkoffrey^s timecamey (for the good 
knight bad seen> setvice, and must be breaking 
now,) the Hall would be a good dowry-^house, 
tot wbidi tty lady and Ellesmere might retreat ; 
while' (empress of the stilUroom, and queen of 
the pantfy,)' Mistress Deborah Debbitch shoukl 
reign^housekeeper at the Castle^ and extend^ per- 
haps, the crown^jnatrimonial to Lance Outram, 
providing'bc ^as-not beconae to^cMi too fat, or 
too fond of ale. 
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Such were the soothing i^sion^ under the ia- 
fluence of which the dame connived at an attach- 
ment, whichlulled also to pleasing dreams, thou^ 
of a character so different, her charge and hfx 
visitant. 

The viiuts of the young angler became mord. 
and more frequent ; and the embarrassed Debo^ 
rah, though foreseeing all the dangers of disco- 
very, and the additional risk of an expiapatiqn 
betwixt Alice and Julian, which must n^ce^sarlr 
ly render their relative situation so much more 
delicate, felt completely overborne by the entbti-^ 
siasm of the young lover, and was compelled to 
let matters take their course. 

The departure of Julian for the pontipent in- 
terrupted the course of his intimacy at the Black- 
Fort, and while it relieved the elder of its inmates 
from much internal apprehension, spread an air 
of languor and dejection over the countenance of 
the younger, which, at Bridgenorth's next visit t^ 
the Isle of Man, renewed all his terrors for }^s 
daughter's constitutional malady. 

Deborah promised faithfully she should look 
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better the next morning, and she kept her word. 
She had retained in her possession for some time 
a letter which Julian had, by some private con- 
veyance, sent to her charge, for his youthful 
friend. Deborah had dreaded the consequences 
of delivering it as a billet-doux, but, as in the 
case of the dance, she thought there could be no 
harm in administering it as a remedy. 

It had complete effect ; and next day the 
cheeks of the maiden had a tiilge of the rose, 
which so much delighted her father, that as he 
mounted his horjse he flung his purse into Debb- 
rah^s hand, with the desire she should spare no- 
thing that could make herself and his daughter 
happy, and the assurance that she had his full 
confidence. 

This expression of liberality and confidence 
from a man of Major Bridgenorth^s reserved and 
cautious disposition, gave full plumage to Mis- 
tress Deborah's hopes ; and emboldened her not 
only to deliver another letter of Julianas to the 
yOung lady, but to encourage more boldly and 
freely than formerly the intercourse of the lovers 
when Peveril returned from abroad. 

VOL. !• . T 
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At lengtb, m ^te of all Jidan^s precaiutiai, 
tlieyoiMigEaribecMnewiyciouBof hb ficiju g ^ 
soKtaiy firiuBg pardet ; and be liiiifle^ nam beU 
Ur acx|iiaiiited with the world than fimneri j, be- 
aumt awate that fab rcpcatbd vnits and solitary 
walks with a perMii 86 jouiig and beantiliil aa 
Ahoe^ tnig^iiotoBly betrajprematurdy theie^ 
oret of his attadmieiit, bat be (rf essential prqii* 
dide to her who was its tAqteL 
, Uncbr the iii£tueiice of this coiiTictioii) be ab- 
stmned^ for aik unusual period, from Tittting 
Black/»Fort. But when he next indulged kimsdf 
with spending an hour in the place where be 
would ^adly have abode for ever, the ^teied 
aianner of Alice— -the tone in whieh she seemed 
to upbraid his neglect, penetrated his heart, and 
deprived him of that power <^ self-command, 
which he had hitherto e)iercised in thdr inter^ 
views. It required but a few energetic words to 
explain to Alice at once his feelings, and to make 
her sensible of the real nature of her own. She 
wept plentifully, but her tears were not alt of 
bitterness. She sat passively stilly and without 
reply, while be eitplained to her, with many an 
interjecdon, the circumstances which had placed 
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discord between their families ; for hitherto^ all 
that she had known was, that Master Peveril, 
belonging to the household of the great Count- 
ess or Lady of Man, must observe some precau« 
tions in visiting a relative of the unhappy Colo- 
nel Christian. But^ when Julian concluded his 
tale with the warmest protestations of eternal 
love, " My poor father !** she burst forth, " and 
was this to be the end of all thy precautions P—^ 
This, that the son of him that disgraced and 
banished thee, should hold such language to your 
daughter ?'' 

** You err, Alice, you err,** said Julian, eager- 
ly. *^ That I hold this language— -that the son 
of Peveril addresses thus the daughter of yout 
father-«-that he thus kneels to you for forgive- 
ness of injuries which passed when we were both 
in£Emts, shews the will of Heaven, that in our 
affection should be quenched the discord of our 
parents. What else could lead those who parted 
infants on the hills of Derbyshire, to meet thus 
in the valleys of Man ?^ 

Alice, however new such a scene, and above 
all her own emotions might be, was highly en- 
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dowed with that exquisite delicacy which is im- 
printed in the female heart, to give warning of 
the sUghtest approach to impropriety in a situa- 
tW like hers. 

" Rise, rise, Master Peveril," she said ; '* do 
not do yourself and me this injustice— we have 
done both wrong— very wrong ; but my fault was 
done in ignorance. O God ! my po<Mr father, 
who needs comfort so much — is it for me to add 
to his misfortunes ? Rise P she added more firm- 
ly ; ^^ if you retain this unbecoming posture any 
longer, I will leave the room, and you shall never 
see me more,^ 

The commanding tone of Alice overawed the 
impetuosity of her lover, who took in silence a 
seat removed to some distance from hers, and 
was again about to speak. " Julian,'* said she, 
in a milder tone, " you have spoken enough, and 
more than enough. Would you had left me in 
the pleaidng dream in which I could have listen- 
ed to you for ever ; but the hour of wakening is 
arrived." Peveril waited the prosecution of her 
speech as a criminal while he waits his doom ; 
f(x he was sufficiently sensible that an answer, de« 
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livered Dot certainly without emotion, but with 
firmness and resolution, was not to be interrupt- 
ed. ^* We have done wrong,^ she repeatedy. 
^^ very wrong ; and if we now separate for ever, 
the pain we may feel will be but a just penalty 
for our error. We should never have met Meet- 
ing, we should part as soon as possible. Our far* 
ther intercourse can but double our pain at part* 
ing. Farewell, Julian ; and forget we ever have 
seen each other !^ 

" Forget r scud Julian ; ** never, never. To 
j/ou it is easy to speak the word — to .think tl^e 
thought. To me, an approach to either can only 
be by utter destruction. Why should you doubt 
that the feud pf our fathers, like so many of 
which we have he^rd, migh^ be appeased by our 
friendship ? You are my only friend. I am the 
only one whom heaven has assignied to you. Why 
should we separate for the faults of others, which 
befel when we were but children P^ 

*^ You speak in vain, Julian,'^ said Alice ; ^^ I 
pity you — ^perhapslpity myself— indeed I should 
pity myself, perhaps, most of the two ; fop you 



294l FKVEEIL OF TU£ PXAK» 

will go forth to new soeiies and new faces^ and 
will soon forget me ; but I, remaining in thia 
ac^tude^ how shall / foi^gei— that, however, is 
not now the question-— I ean bear my lot, and it 
Gommands us to part^ 

^ Hear me yet a moment,^ said Peveril ; ^ tUa 
evil is not, cannot be, remediless. I will go to 
my fiitber— «I will use the intercession oi my mo* 
th^, to whom he can refuse nothing— I will gpin 
their consent— they have no other chikU«««nd 
they must consent or lose him for ever. Say, 
Alice, if I come to you with my parents^ consent 
to my suit, will you agun say, with that tone ao 
touching and so sad, yet so incredibly determi- 
ned-— Julian, we must part ?** Alice was silent. 
•^ Cruel girl, will you not even deign to answer 
me ?^ said her lover. 

'* We answer pot those who speak in their 
dreams,^ said Alice. <^ You ask me what I would 
do were impossibilities performed. What right 
have you to make such suppositions, and ask 
such a question P'^ 

** Hope, Alice, Hope,'' answered Julian, ^* the 
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last support of the wretched, which even you 
surely would not be cruel enough to deprive ibe 
of. In every difficulty, in every doubt, in every 
danger, Hope will fight even if he cannot Mfi- 
quer. Tell me once more, if I come to y6tL in 
the name of my father— in that of th&t isMnlheip, 
to whom you partly owe your life, wnat would 
you answer to me P^ ^ 

'^ I would refer you to my own iather,** saUl 
Alice, blushing, and casting her eyes down ; bift 
instantly raising thetn again, she repeated, in a 
firmer and a sadder tone, ** Yes, Julian, I woolA 
refer you to my father ; and you would find thait 
your pilot, Hope, had deceived you ; and tbtft 
you had but escaped the quicksands to fall upok 
the rocks.^ 

*^ I would that could be tried !^ sud Juliali. 
<' Methinks I could p^suade your father Ibtft 
in ordinary eyes our alliance is not undesirably 
We have fortune, rank, long descent— all tilafc 
fathers look fen* when they bestow a daugbter\i 
hand;' 

^^ All this would avail you nothing,'^ said 
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hear jou only it would be but to tdl yoa dioitfae 



^ Yoa know doUt-joo know not, Afioe,! 
. JyUmi. ^ Vm can aoAen inaN-^hjr fiidier*8 
lienrt eiimot beiohittd^orluspiqudmsflotlxil^i^ 
but I shall find some aeans fondbt him. • Bbr- 
bid me noU-O, fbrtnd me Bot.ttifiaat the expe- 
riment T , ^ .^' 
• ^ I can butadfvisey^ said Alioe ; ^'Icanfinr*- 
Ind you noduog; for totebid, implies powcr.to 
command obedience. But if .you^ will be ^ilnsey 
anid Utten to me-^*Here> and o|i this spot, we part 
ibrever n  '-^ 

^< Not so, by Heaven !^ said Julian, whose 
bold and sanguine temper scarce saw difficulty in 
attnmng auglit wfaicli> he: desired. '^^ We^now 
part indeed, but it is that I may return armed 
with my parents^ consent. They desire that I 
.sholild marr^w«*in their last letters they press- 
cd it more openly— 4hey shall have their desite ; 
and sijieh a bi'ide as I will present to them^ has 
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not graced their -house ftince the Conqueror gave 
it origin. Farewell, Alice ! Farewell, for a bHef 
6pade P 

She replied, <^ Farewell, Julian ! Farewell ^r 
«ver f*^ 

Julian, <wilfain a week of this interview, wai^ at 
Martindirie' Oastle, widi the view of coraimini- 
cating his purpose. '' But the task which seems 
easy at a distance, proves as difficult, upon a 
nearer approach, as the fording of a river, wMch, 
ill the distance, appeared only a brook. • There 
lacked not opportunities of entering upoil the 
Bubjtot ; for in the fimt ride which he took with 
hia father, the Knight resumed the subject df >bis 
son^s marriage, and liberally left the lady ta^liis 
choice ; hnt under the strict proviso, that she was 
of 'E loyial «nd an honourable fismily ;«-Hf «h^ 
had fortune, it waB good and wf 11, or rather, it 
was better than well ; but if she was poor, why, 
<f there is still some picking,^ said Sir Geoffi*ey, 
>^ on the bones of the old estate ; and Dame 
•Margaret and 1 1 will be content with the less, 
that you young folks may have your share of it 
I SLtfi turned frugal already, Julian. Ypu see 
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what a iK»rth.<x>untry sbambUng bit of a GaU 
lowf^y nag I ride upon— « different beaat, I wot, 
from my own old Black Hastings, who hud but 
one fault, and that waa H» Wish to tuni dawn 
Moultrassie avenue.^ 

'^ Was that ao gi^ a fault ?^ said Julian».a£^ 
fecting indifference, while his heart waa treoi- 
bliog, as it seemed to him, altoost in bis very 
throat. 

^^ It used to remind m^e of that base, diabo^ 
nourable, Freribyterian fellow Bridgenoi!tb,^ aaid 
Sir Geoffrey ; <^ and I would as Uef think of 4 
toad :— -they say he has turned Independent^ I9 
accomplish, the full degree of rascality.«-*l t^ 
you, Gill, I turned off the cow-boy, for gather- 
ing nuts in his woods--«I would hang a dog that 
would so much as kill a hare there.-^But what 
is the matter with you ? You look pale.'' 

Julian made some indifferent answer, but too 

well understood, from the language and tone 

which his father used, that his prejudices against 

Alice's father were both deep and envenomed, as 

those of country gentlemen often become, who^ 

having little to do or think of, are but too apt to 

U 
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spend th£fir time in nursing and cherishing petty 
causes of wrath against their next neighbours* 

In the course of the same day, he mendoned 
the Bridgenorths to his mother, as if in a casual 
manner. But the Lady Feveril instantly conjured 
him never to mention the name^ especially in his 
father^s presence. 

^^ Was that Major Bridgenorth, of whom I 
have heard the name mentioned,^ said Julian^ 
" so very bad a neighbour ?^' 

^^ I do not say so/^ said Lady Feveril ; '^ nay» 
wc were more than once obliged to him, in the 
former unhappy times ; but your father and he 
took some passages so ill at each other'^s hands, 
that the least allusion to him disturbs Sir Geof- 
frey^s temper in a manner quite unusual, and 
which, now that his health is somewhat im^ 
paired, is sometimes alarming to me. For Hea- 
ven's sake, then, my dear Julian, avoid upon all 
occasions the slightest allusion to Moultrassie* 
or any of its inhabitants.^^ 

This warning was so seriously given, that Ju- 
lian himself saw that mentioning his secret pur 



800 PEVEEIL OF TH£ PEAK. 

pose would be the sure way to render it abortive, 
and tiierefore he returned disconsolate to the 
isle. 

Peveril had the boldnesft, bow^yery to make the 
best he eoiild of what had jl;iappened, by r^p^est- 
ing an ijitervi^w with Alice, in order to infonxf her 
what had passed betwixt his parents and hinfi on 
her account. It was with great di£Sculty that 
this boon was .obtained ; and Alic^ Bjridgenqrth 
shewed no slight degree of displeasure^ wh^sh^ 
discovered, after much circumlocution^ and many 
efforts to give an air of importance to whfit. he 
had to communicate, that all amountedbut to this, 
that Lady Peveril continued to retain a favour- 
able opinion of her father, Major firidgenorth, 
which Julian would fain have represaiC^ as an 
omen of their future more perfect reconcilia- 
tion. 

^^ I did not think you would thus haye trifled 
with me, Master Peveril,^ said Alice, assuming 
an air of dignity ; ^' but I will take care to avoid 
such intrusion in future — I request you will not 
again visit Black-Fort ; and I entreat of you, 

20 
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good Mistress Debbitch, that you will no longer 
either encourage or permit this gentleman's vi- 
sits, as the result of such persecution will be to 
compel me to appeal to my aunit'and father for 
another place of residence, and perhaps also for 
another and more prudent companion.'' 

This last hint struck Mistress Deborali willi 
so much terror, that she joined her ward in re- 
quiring and demanding Julian's instant absence, 
and he was obliged to comply with their request. 
But the courage of a youthful lover is not easily 
subdued ; and Julian, after having gone through 
the usual round of trying to forget his ungrate- 
ful mistress, and again entertaining his passion 
with augmented violence, ended by the visit to 
the Black-Fort, the beginning of which we nar- 
rated in the last chapter. 

We then left him anxious for, yet almost fear- 
ful of an interview with Alice, which he had pre- 
vailed upon Deborah to solicit ; and such was 
the tumult of his mind, that, while he traversed 
the parlour, it seemed to him that the dark melan- 
choly eyes of Christian's portrait followed him 
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wherever he went, with the fixed, chill, and 
ominous glance, which announced td the enemy 
of his race mishap and misfortune. 

The door of the apartment opened at length, 
and these visions were disripated. 
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